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{^ SEVEN YE AR^ W AR; 



C H AP; X. 

THE, armies of prince Ferdinand of BrunP 
wic and of his royal highnefs prince 
Henry began the campaign. The army of the 
king, confined on the frontiers of the March 
dnd of Silefia by the riear neighbourhood of did 
Ruffians who were in Poland, dared not under- 
take expeditions which would h^ve drawn it 
from a line df defence, that muft have httn, 
dangerous to defert; and the Auftrians dfeferr^d 
their operations that they might give the kuf* 
B fians 

titfi. Se^^ nan War, V<jl. lU 
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Cans time wtakc the field. Thefe .eonCder*^ 
tions ufually retarded the motion of the troops 
till the end of July. 

The French aftcd without allies : the army 
of prince Ferdinand had but one enemy to iace ; 
they might therefore begin to aft whenever they 
fhould have made their arrangements, axid 
fliould think proper. The command of the 
French army was this year given to marfhal dc 
Contades; and M. deBroglio who commanded 
under him remained at Frankfort, where he 
took charge of the fafety of the troops till the 
arrival of the marihaL 

A combined corps of Auftrians ahd of troops 
of the circles, under the command of M. d*Ar- 
berg, advanced into Thuringia; where it ex- 
cited inquietude both in prince Henry and prince 
Ferdinand. The two princes mutually con- 
certed an enterprife to diflodge thefe trbuble- 
fome troops from their neighbourhood. M. 
von Knobloch commanded a Pruffian detach- 
ment, and M. von Urf a corps of the alliesjj 
fpr the execution of this defign. Knobloch took 
Jirfurt, and fome hundreds of prifoners in thefe 
environs. Urf drove the enemy beyond Vach, 
and recovered Hersfeld. Scarcely however had 
the allies and Pruffians retired before the Au- 
ftrians, and the troops of the circles, returned 
10 their fbrn^r pofition (March 24th). This 

mouoA 
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motion difpteafed prince Ferdinand; and, that 
he might expel thfem from the neighbourhoo4 
oiF Hefle, he caufcd the left of his army to in- 
dine for Caflel, attd thence advanced through 
MelfuAgen to Hersfeld. The hereditary prince 
entered the principality of Fulda^ from which 
he pchetrated into Franconia, took Meinungen, 
Wafungcn> and defeated three Auftrian regi- 
menfs, \i/hach he found in the vicinage. M. 
d'Arberg approached and attacked him in his 
camp of Wafungen. After a conteft of fix 
hours, tte Avrftrians and the troops of the cir- 
cles were repulfed, and obliged to fly as far as 
Thuringia. 

- April. Prince Ferdinand now aflembled all 
his detachments atFulda. His intention was 
to deftroy the magazines of the French at Fritz- 
hr, Hanau, ind in thofe parts; that he might 
retard, or perhaps prevent, the operations they 
intended in Hefle. On his march to Frankfort, 
he furprifed feveral French detachments, that, 
funablc to efcape, furrendered themfelves pri- 
foners. Approaching Bergen (on the 13th) he 
imagined he fhould find there only fome bat- 
talions th^t, too feeble to refift, would be obliged 
to retreat, or to lay down their arms, if they 
were ralh enough to wait his coming. While 
he was charging them, M. de Broglio appeared 
B 2 on 
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en the height behin4 tl^ village^ ^xth the hA* 
gades he bad affembjcd from the neareft quar* 
ters. The attack* of (he; alliesi was ^fi^cefsfuU 
the priacc of Yfcnburg who comm^ded loft 
his life. Prince Ferdinand was obliged t^ fyp- 
port the aft jon, that wa^ begun; he took indecid 
the lower part of the village c£ 6ergen> bm thff 
upper parr, well fonified, oppofed infurnvjww- 
able impediments. The French troops. <:I;jw;ggd 
the alHes at a proper momesit^: aiid ob^i^edtMm 
to rejinquilh their conquef^. The 9»x(WSjl whq 
were in the army cjo^nmanded byd^ Brpg^P^ 
were dcfirot;^s of pvy>fuit^ Pri;ice |<^i^di99l^ Ik^ 
this, attacked them with his cavalry, . 4eftfQyed 
theqi in partj wd tbok foixte hunid^ds, of pri- 
fonera : the remainder of ^he day was fpm^ in ^ 
reciprocal cannonade- 
Perceiving his intention Ijiad failed, pripcfl 
Ferdinand retired the fai^ night toward He^S^ 
without fuffering any difttjrbance froip, M, 4^: 
Brpg^io. Mi du Blaifel follawed him, and, 
during his retreat attacked the rear-guard oi^ 
one of the columns of the army, whicb stftack 
he conducted fo well that he took two hxiodi^ed 
Pruflian dragoons of the Finekenfteia rc^iwaat 
prifoners. 

Prince Henry in the mean time executed a^ 
fimilar defign, which he bad farmed on Bo* 

hernia^ 
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hfaniai with more fucccfs. He entered this 
kiiigdotn by Petcrlwald without meeting any 
great oppofition* Hulfcn^ Who penetrated with 
the fecoiid column by the Bafberg, there found 
tte enemy entrenched. His cavalry took the 
road to Priefnitz, which brought it on the back 
of the Axiftrians, who thus were attacked by in- 
fetttry in front, and by the cavalry in the rear. 
The whole Aufbian corps under M. Renard, 
confifting of the regiments of Andlau^ Konig- 
feck, and a thoufand Croats, in ail two thoufand 
five hundred men, was taken. After this brave 
a&ion Hulfen advanced to Saatz, where he 
ruined one of the moft conCderable of the ene- 
piy*s magazines i His royal highnefs inclined 
toward Buden, and dcflxoyed all the provifions 
and (lores the Aufb^ians had aifembled in thof^ 
parts.-^— After having accompliflied the fall pur- 
port of his operations, he led his troops back 
into Saxony, 

Soon after (in May) the prince refolved to 
aft in like nunner by the troops of the empire, 
that he tiiight drive them from the frontiers 
of Saxony. This projeft was taken in concert 
with the ^Im. He aflembled his corps at 
Zwickiu, wheric? Finck was detached to Adorf, 
th^t the enenfty might have apprehenfions for ' 
the (;own of £ger. His royal highnefs, march- 
B3 ing; 
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ing to Hof, detached Knobloch through SaaK 
bourg toward Cronach. Difconcertcd by this 
motion, the troops of the circles quitted their 
advantageous camp of Munchiberg, which the 
Pruflians fcized, and made a number of pri- 
foners in different rencounters.. Finck then in- 
clined toward Weifstadt, that he might cut off 
the communication between Maquire and the 
troops of the circles, by which this Aufhian 
general was obliged to retire into the Upper 
Palatinate, whence he afterward marched tq 
join the army of the empire at Nuremberg. He 
was followed by Finck, who on various occa- 
lions took fouishundred prifoners. 

The Pruflian army encamped near Bareyth ; 
M* von Meipecke forced general Riedefel to 
f^rrender himfelf prifoncr> with nine hundred 
men under his comniaiid, near Cronach. This 
misfortune haflgped the retreat of the troops of 
the circles, and they were led back^o Nurem-, 
berg by the prince de Deuxponts* 

His royal highnefs, haying no enemy to face, 
ijpnt Knobloch next into the bifhopqck of Bam- 
b^rg>* where he defbroyed all the magazines that, 
bad been formed for the army of the empire. 
Having executed his intention, his royal high- 
nefs returned with his troops into Saxony, xq- 
V^pd the beginning of June. The Ai^d^w 

during 
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during this month had proficed by the abfenqe' 
pf the Pruifians to make an incurfion into Sax^ 
ony. General Gemmingenj who had taken up 
his pod near Wolkenftein^ was attacked and 
beaten there by M. von Schenkendotf. M. de 
Brentano came to the aid of the Auflrians; but> 
meeting with as ill a reception as that given to* 
Gemmingen^ he precipitately retired into Bo- 
hemia. This expedition of his royal highnefs 
coft the troops of the empire, in one month, all 
their magazines, fixty officers, and three thou- 
fand men* On the part of the allies^ the here- 
ditary prince had advanced into the biflioprick 
of Wurzbourg, at the head of twelve thoufand 
men; during which incurfion he made three 
hundred Auftrians prifon^rs, and rttijrned to 
rejoin the prince his uncle in Heffe. 

The French did not begin their operations 
till toward the end of May. M. de.Contades 
pafled the Rhine at Cologne. Oq the fecond 
of June he joined M. de Broglio neap Gieffen^ 
and leftMt d'Armeatieres in the neighbourhood 
of Wefel, with a detachment of twenty thoufand 
men. At the approach of thefe troops, prince 
Ferdinand retreated, firft to Lippftadt, afterward 
to Hamm, where he aflembled all the regiments 
that had wintered in the biflioprick of Munfter^ 
(he garrifon of that city excepted. Imhof had 
B 4 hitherto 
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K&erca remained at Ffitzflar; bot^ wh«a be^ 
heard that de Contades fiom one pait^ de Broglia* 
from another, and the Saixonifrom a thirds were 
advancing upon him^ he fell back to Lippftadt. 
' Finding Heffe voidjof troopsy the French feised* 
QnCaCel,Munden> andBevefungen; where they 
tQpk the greateil part of die magazines of theallies. . 
^mtades having pufhed forward to Padeiix»rn^ 
ftrinee Ferdinand advanced upon him> and cn« 
damped at Rittberg. The \oC^ of alLhismaga^ 
^ines obliged him to collet new, and he cblc^ 
Gfnabnick^as the principal place of his depofit«» 
The defign of the French was to cut the Ger- 
mans, off from the Wefer. Contades naarched; 
ind encamped beiide the iburces of the EmSi; 
whence he repaired to Bielefeld and Herford,. 
and placed the corps of de Broglio at Oriing^ 
haufen, from whioh place the latter apjMToached 
Minden} which ha furprifed in open day (July 
aothX and took fifteen hundred prifoiiers. Thi^ 
difaft^er obliged prince Fe^ihand^ who wa^ at 
Ravenfberg, to fitU back to Ofnabruck, where 
on the 8th he was joined by the corps of M^ 
vo£i^Wangenh(9m^ that till tkeahadjuade head 
againft M, d^ArsncntKres/ Tlm^ latter general^ 
meeting with no enesDcy, endeayosurcd to carrjff 
JMunfter^ fivord ia hand :. f^ig m tbe attempt 
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he proceeded regularlyt opcn^ his trenchcsj^ 
and the city furrexKieye^ on the a5th. - 
. .Ma^bail de Contades marched and encamped 
>vith bis. whole army nfar Minden^ occupying, 
the left ihore of the Wefer himfelf, and placing 
/M. de Broglio on the right* Prbce Ferdinand^ 
having arrived oa the bank* of the river, inxmc-? 
diately marcb^ up the ftream to oppofe the 
enc^q^y; On the 29th he appeared in the plaiu^ 
of ^Iindea, extending his army between Hillc 
and Fredewalde^ where he w^ joined by gene- 
ral Dreves, who returned after recovering Bre- 
men fiwa the; Frengh. He fortified the Yill^<2 
9f Tonhaiif^ . a quarter of a mile .to the left oi 
his army^^ This was a kind of Ihare for de Con- 
tades, who was too \7ell ported to be attacked 
in his camp^ and whom th^ prince could not 
vanquilh but by fome ftratagem. In order to 
infpire the Frcoch with fearsj he feat the herc^ 
ditary prince behind then;x, who approachih|; 
Gohfeld fonnd the duke de Briflac there with 
a detachment of fix thoufapd men. 

Marlhal Contades^ eager to accompUib the 
wilbes of prince Ferdinand, aftcd as if he had 
received his orders from the prince himfelf. 
De Broglio pafled the Wefjbr iwith his de^b- 
menty and joined the army. RiO^ds were pre-r 
pared over the marihes thait covered the allied 
4 army. 



famy, which at length was attacked, on the 
(irft of Auguft, The village of Tonhaufen/ 
which prince Ferdinand had caufed to be en- 
trenched, was gamiftied with twelve battalions, 
defended by two heavy batteries, and fupported 
by twenty fquadrons, that encamped at a fmall 
diftance in the rear of the infantry. The main 
body of the allied army encamped at the diftance 
of a fmall half mile, fis we have faid, behind 
the wood of Hille. Sagely precautious, the 
prince had prepared his roads and communica- 
tions in fuch a manner as to be able, on the 
firft motion of the French, to march and meet 
them without impediment, and to charge them 
in his turn, while they (hould attack the village. 
M. de Contades marched into the plain at 
day-bfeak. M. df Broglio commanded the 
van-guard deftined for the attack of the village. 
The French army afllimed a pofition too diftant 
to be ready to fuccour its van-gu^rd. Its right 
wing was fupported by the Wefer; and its left, 
in an angular form, fell elbowing back to the 
marfh which it had pafled. Approaching Ton- 
haufen, M. de Broglio fkw the twelve batta- 
lions of Wangenheim formed in order of battle : 
thefe he fuppofed to be the entire army of prince 
Ferdinand. He remained for a time hefitating, 
and at length fent for new prders from marfhal 

de 
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4e Contadcs. The opportunity was pafk, ttm* 
was loft, and prince Ferdinand came up with 
the army. Infiead of going to the aid of Wan- 
genheim, he formed in face of the angle which 
;he French army compofed. M. de Contades 
oppofed a corps of cayalry ; but the ardour and 
determined bravery of the Englilh infantry were 
vidorious^ They attacked the French and put 
them to the rout, after which they immediately 
fell on the French infimtry. Prince Ferdinand 
only had time to fupport them by other bri- 
gades before the French took to flight, and the 
allies formed on the ground they had aban- 
doned. 

While vidory declared in favour of the prince, 
M. de Brogliq feebly attacked the village of 
Tonh^ufen : two charges were made by the 
cavalry, which bpth ended in fevour of the allies. 
The rout of the left of the French, the flight 
of the cavalty, added to the ill fuccefs of the 
attacks on the village, determined the enemy 
to quit the field of batde, which was performed 
with great diforder and confufion. 

On the fame day the hereditary prince beat 
tl)e du^e de Bri£[ac at Gohfeld, tnd in the pur- 
fuit occupied a paflTage near the Wefer, which 
cut off ^he French from the roads of the coun- 
tries of Waldeck and Paderborn. This was a^ 
^ |lroke 
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ftroke.aiS dc^^v^ as ^e battkt for. the Frebcli 
aarmy, furroqnd^ by the ^licaj, near Mirtdcnjf 
on thf left of the Wcfer, wla oWigcd to pft& 
that riv^r^ ami: t6ok thfi road toCaffd, the only 
one, which was opert.. M. d'Armtnti^ies, who 
till then had laid xtofp.fiege to Lappftadt, taifcd 
the blockade, and .detachjed ten battalions for 
Wcfel. With t welvaoth«:s haipcedily marcheck 
to C^iTel, where he joined the beaten. araiy* 

Th^ day aft^.tl^e battle^ Minden furrpndcredl 
to the conqueror. The French loft more than 
fix thouf^nd meo^ xhcce thoufand of whom were 
madeprifoncrs... Prince Ferdinand, to pmfit by 
this fortunate event, advanced toward .MunT> 
den, while the hereditary prince pafled the 
Wefcr at Rinteln, at the head of twenty thou- 
fand men. There was a f^ious action with the 
rear-guard at Munden, wh«re M. de St, Ger^ 
main by his ^K>d coilduft fyv^ the baggage 
of the French army. Prinda .Ferdinand theii 
turned toward Faderborn, and M. von Urf, on 
the 1 7th, took at Detmold the moveable hof-^ 
pital of the French, with an cfcort of eight hun^ 
dred men. 

The duke de Chevreufe and M. d'Armen- 
•tieres, as the ailiesr approached Stadtberg, re- 
treated to Caflcl; and, the allies having turned 
toward the principaHty of Waidecky dc Con- 
. : - . ' tadcs- 
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taiifes imagined this indicated an intention in 
prince Ferdinand to cut off the FjFencfc from the 
Maine* On this fuppofition he haftily quittfed 
Cai&J, where he left a feeble garrifon, and en- 
€ampe4* at Marbourg, - A partifan of the allies, 
nanaed FjpeyWg, approathed Caffel and took it 
by dapitoladom Prince Ferdinand was then at 
CorbaCfcl, and' ordered ^the hereditary prince to 
advance to Wolfflhagen, wliile he detached the 
prince of Holftein to Fritzkr.- Mafftial Ac Con^ 
tadesi -totaHji confufed by theft Mytiam, be- 
Ecving hiriifblf kifti >evactia«ed Heflet Prince 
Per^fiana, on thd^ 14th, . puruied hirti to Ernft- 
baufen, andoii the (ame day one of hfe^detach- 
tnehts^took three hundred French in the-fbrtrrfi 
of 2^gei^aan« Oi^ thef 29th the ^^niy was 
pofted at AnicmdDourg, on the Ohni, and had 
the corps of. Fifcho: behind the L^aht^r thid the 
hefcdhary priiice. beat. His uncle ^ having ift 
the interim, advanced to Wctceir, with the armyi 
the yduag heibi came behind the enemy at Nie* 
derwcyaoaar .CSq)tembcr),. 

M. cdfi, Bto^o was now fd j^Bfconcertcrf 
that hfi.mceated to Giefien, and afaatidbned 
ft^arboujcg* Yhidi wai, takea by ther prince of 
Bevern^ with it$ gai'ri&Rv caniiftitig oC nintf 
hundred men. Sutcefs fii;co(itintfed empowerc^d 
prince Ferdinand to advance to Crofdorf. Here 

the 



the allies and the French wer6 oiily feparated by 
the Lahn. The latter entrenched themfelm 
in their CatAp^ and fent M. de Bro^io to 
Wetzlar ; who, accordibg to the drders of princ^K 
Ferdinand^ was oppofed and obferved by Wan- 
genheim. The misfortunes <^ marihal de Con* 
tadcs were very difHitis&dtory to his coUrt ; he 
Was recalled, and the conuqand of the army 
given to M» de Broglio, who wa$* appointed a 
marflial of France. 

While the Germans and the Fjtach obfti-* 
nately encamped in face of each other on the 
banks of the Lahn, prince Ferdinand was en*" 
dcavouring in the rear to expel the enemy from 
the biihpprick of Munfler (Oftober), He had 
fent Imhof into Weftphalia, to befiege the city 
of Munfter, which he was obliged to raife al-* 
mod as foon as he had opened the trenches. M^ 
4'Armentieres on the 12th haftily quitted the 
French army> pafled the Rhine at Wcfel, and 
|iew to the relief of Munfter. Imhof was joined 
by reinforcements, and, finding himfelf in force, 
again began the fiege. D'Armenticres once 
more approached, intending to attack the Ger-* 
mans; but, whether he imagined the enterprife 
was too difficult, or.whether he was difcouraged 
by a check given to one of his detachments, he 

retired 



retired behind the Lippc^ :and t^e city furrei^ 
derfed to Imhof by icapituUtion. j 

The vanity of the French nation cayfed it to 
attribute the difadvantages it had fuftained, in 
the German war> to the foiall fuperiority of the 
French army, in numbers, over that of t^e allies* 
The court, being nearly of the fame opinion^ 
to obviate ^this difficulty, engi^ed^the dq)ce of 
Wurtemberg^ to fumifh twelve thouiand men^ 
for which he was to receive a fubfidy to be paid 
l^:;France in fait. The duke commanded bi$ 
forces himfelf ; having referyed the command 
chat he might not be confounded in the crowd 
<?f generals of a grand army, or ferve under a 
ma^Ihal of France, which he fijppofed derogac 
tory to his dignity* For this purpofe he ftipu^j 
lated that his -perfon and his troops (hould be 
employed only in detachments. 

This prince arrived in Franconia in the month 
of Oftober ; marflial de Broglio, who could 
Aot afford him fuch eqiployment as he wifhed^ 
fent him into the country of Fulda, whAice the 
allies drew a^art of their fubfiftence. The ap- 
proach of the duke deranged the delivery of the 
quotas; but this corps, unfiipported by any 
other, gave the allies too handfome an oppor- 
tunity to be paffed unnoticed. . The hereditary 
prince departed tike ^ji arrow from the arniy, 

aricl 
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md Appc^cd hcfott tke gates of Fuld^/ at the 
very moment when he was leaft expeded . The 
duke had prepaAred 'i ball for the day> • but thii 
^uke-fpoikdhii plcafure. Aftonf^d at the 
preftftce <MF^fo vigilant a foe^ who did not give 
him time to c<^le3: his men^ he and his cavalry 
rttipcid toward 'tfce Main. The reatf-gua^dof 
tJie' iafontry,^ preparing for mt'ek, was l^tljr 
<ihsrged by the- Ueredicary i^iac^ ^-atid twelVe 
buikked men were mi4e pfifoii«r$« ' Thi» i»w 
Dot the laft aft of the youthful hem J ^e (hc£ 
again have Ocealidh to fpeak of him in Our 
narrative of tbe Saxow campaign. ^ • 

The French h^d this year kept the Ik^ld long* 
er than ufoal ; the feafon, little fdvotirabU to 
the operatidtiS flf wir, obliged them to ^lif 
theit camp on fbe «!h of i)ecembe?i whence 
they retired to Frarikfoit. Prince Ferdinand, 
after having' blockaided Gieffen, fewt his troops 
into quarters^ having hy ids- S^Bu* and aWlity 
repaired the wrengs fortune had dfone hhh in thd 
commencement of the earapaign. The alKe* 
found themfefves, at the clofe of the yeaf, in 
poffcffion of air the places and provinces they 
had occupied, previous to the; declaration of ^4r^ 

We now conie to the campaigA of the king, 
which was far from being equally fortunate; 
perhaps of all others it was the moft fatal ; per- 

haps 
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hips the glory of Pruffia woiild have expired, 
Jiad its enemies known as well how to profit by 
their vidorics as th^y did t6 vanquifti. the 
teafons which obh'ged the king to ad: on -the 
defenfive have beeii given. Reftrairted by thd 
atmy of nlarfhal DauA, who kiept in Bohemia 
OA the frontiers of Silefia, the king meditated 
4n attack on the magazines which the RufSahs 
formed in the vicinage of Pofeh. * Had his plan 
fucceedfed he would hdvfe retarded the opefd- 
tiohs of the enemy ; he would have gained the 
greatfeft of advantages, time. ' 

Toward the middle of March, the kl-my o^ 
the king ip|)rdached the hills of Schweidnitz, 
And v^as font into cantonments among thofe 
long villages which isjitend from L^ndfhut to 
Friedland. Gieneral Fouquet remained with his 
corps at Neuftadt, in Upper Silefia. M. von 
Woberfhdw, who had been fent ^ith a detach*- 
ment into the Palatinate of Pofnahia^ there 
ruined fome magazines which the Ruffians had 
began to form. This expedititrn^ having been 
made too foon> was of little detriment to the 
meafures the enemy meant to take. 

Nothing of importanc<5 happened on the 
frontiers of Bohemia. Laudon who reihained at 
Trautenau was continually in motioti, and alarm- 
ing die advanced pofts, but without fuccefe ; the 

^ . .. C Au- 
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ftrkas were fortunate in one only enterprise. Mp 
von Beck attacked the battalion of During(hofeng 
atGreifFenberg, cut ofTits retreat with his cavalry, 
and a&er a vigorous defence the battalion ,wai 
obliged to lay down its arms. 

Toward the end of the month, M* de Vill^ 
who commanded in Moravia, entered Silefia 
with a {lr6ng detachmmt. Fouquet, finding 
himfelf too feeble for oppofition, abandoned 
Neulladt, and took a more advantageous poft at 
Opperfdorf. The kmg hoped this motion of 
de Ville would give him the means (>f bealiag 
the enemy in detail, and wholly deftroying this 
corps. Troops fecredy filed off to Neifii^ 
whither the king in perfon repaired ; but all 
precautions to conceal this mi^naeuvre from the 
enemy wo'e vain. The monks and cfl;d]ko]i6 
plergy, fecret enemies of the Prufli^s^ whom 
they treated as hetedcs, found occafion to in* 
form de Ville of the march of the troops, and 
on the very day (May ift) d^ king arrived at 
Opperfdorf, the Auilrian general retired tx^ 
Ziegenhals« AU that could be done was m 
ikirmilh with the rear«guard and the pandouit^ 
who ftiU were on their narch : tl^ cavalry fur- 
rounded the latter, among fteep rocks very im* 
proper for the manoeuvring of horfe. The 
pandoDTS^ however, amounting to d^ hondred 

men^ 
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men, were taken or put to the fword. Far 
firom remaioing at Ziegenhals^ the Auftrians 
continued their retreat as far as Moravia ; and 
the king, no longer finding an enemy worthy 
of notice in thefe parts, returned to join his 
army at Landfliut. 

Marihal Daun had lately arrived in Bohemia 
(Jvme), and fixed *his head quarters at Mun-» 
chengraetz. The two armies remained peace- 
ably in their pofts, till the 28th of June, wheij 
the Auftrians took the camp at Jaromirs, whence 
they afterward pafled into Lufatia, and efta- 
bliflied themfelves at MarckliflGu The king, 
who was in the camp of Landftiut (July the 
6th)j detached fome battalions that penetrated 
into Bohemia through Schatzlar. They ap- 
proached Trautenau, and Major Quintus de» 
feq^ted a corps of pandours in the vicinity of 
Praufnitz. Seidlitz was fent tp Lobgn to obferve 
ihp motioAs of marihal Daun» 

Genec4 Fouquet received wders to quit 
Upper Silefia, xo rq^cve tjt&e amxy qf the k^ 
{ronn tihe pc^ qf L^nd^hut ; for to have left this 
i^acaat would have been dangerous* On hi(i 
«Frival^ iht king by two marches gamed the 
camp of Scfamuckfeiffen, one of the ftrongeft ia 
Sikfia^ Scidlkz bad been attacked on the ^ve 
by Laudooa : die partif«(i .w»s 'beaten> loj^b a 
C z hundred 



io POSTHtrMOti tVORKH. 

hundred and fifty men, and was in danger of 
being taken. The court of Vienna however 
confided the command of a body of twenty 
thoufand men to him, deftined to join the 
Ruffiang whenever opportunity fhould ferve. 
Marftial Daun ordered him to take poft on the 
heights of Lauban, precifely where he had met 
with fo ill a reception, the preceding year, from 
the rear-guard of the king. This pofition was 
chefen that he might be in advance with the 
Pruffians, when he fhould receive orders to join 
the Ruffians. It was not difficult to penetrate 
the views of the Auflrians ; the king fent two 
detachments of cavalry to obferve the partifan ; 
one under Lentulus was placed at Lowenberg,* 
^nd the other under the prince of Wurtemberg 
Jlt Bunzlau. 

While thefe meafures were taken to oppofc 
the Auftrians, the Ruffians were not forgotten. 
They had been obferved during winter by de- 
tachments, which, under von Schlabrendorf and 
von Hordt, had extended along the frontiers 
of Poland. Toward the fpring, count Dohna 
quitted Mecklenbourg,and Pomerania, where he 
left Mauteufel with a fmall corps to make head 
againfl the Swedes. The count marched his 
troops to Stargard, and from thence to Landf- 
berg. Here he vvas joined by a reinforcement 

under 
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«hdcr the command of Itzcnplitz and Hulfen, 
fent out of Saxony by prince Henry. 

The Ruffians were obferved to march through 
Poland by detachments ; this gave birth to the 
idea of meeting and beating them in detail. 
The plan wasof very poffible execution, ftiould 
they be attacked while divided on their march, 
and before other divifions could come up ; but 
adivity and refolution were requifite, and neither 
were employed. The troops were ill con- 
duced ; the generals were .deficient in vigi- 
lance; every meafure was taken too late ; error 
was added to error, and this unhappy expedi- 
tion became the fource of the misfortunes which 
accumulated on the Pruffians during the cam- 
paign. 

Count Dohna departed from Landfberg.on 
the 23d of June, and paffcd the Warta on the 
5th of July, at Obemick. His tardinefs gave 
the Ruffians time to aflemble at Pofen, and die 
two armies amufed themfelves in making recon* 
noitres, which ended in indolence. On the 
14th, the Ruffians made a movement in ad- 
vance, and filed off near the Pruffian army; but 
irifuch diforder that it remained only with count 
Dohn^ to have profited by the occafion, had he 
ppffeffed fortitude. His general meafurcs were 
fo ill taken that he loft a part of his bread and 
C 3 provifions 
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provifions throxigh negligence^ which obliged 
him to fall back to ZuUichau. 

Informed of the confbfion which reigned in 
this army^ and the difunion of its generaU^ the 
king fent M. von WedeLto take the command 
as didator, though he could not chum rank 
from length of fervice. The fame evening that 
Wedel arrived at Zullichau, Soldkow encamped 
at Babimofty from which he fo well turned the 
pofition of the Pruffiaris, during die night> that a 
party of Ruffians were in poffeffion of the defile 
of Kay in their rear, and precifcly between their 
camp and the road of Croflen, without the 
event coming to the knowledge of jmy one per- 
fon. So highly was the fervice neglected, when^ 
Wedel came to take the command of the army ! 

Wedel went himfelf to the camp of BaUmoft 
to reconnoitre this march^ where he (aw only 
the ends of columns and the rear-guard that 
took the road to Croffeji, Wedel (buck his 
tents (June the a3d*) began his march, and 
attacked the troops that had encamped at Kay, 
hofping to beat them before they could be joined 
by their army ; bvft be was deceived ; the Ruf- 
fians were well poftedj they could only be at- 

* There » fome miftake of dates between tbU and thofe 
kft mentioned which there is danj;er of additional error in 
attempting to correal. T. 

tacked 
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tacked by a front of feven battalions in extent, 
enclofed on each fide by marihes. The Ruf* 
fians were in a kind of half-moon on three lines, 
„ and occupied hillocks, covered with firs. We- 
del broke their firft line; but, attacking the 
fecond, his infantry was expofed to fo hot a 
fire of cafe (hot, from various crofs batteries, 
that it could not ftand its ground* Three re- 
peated but ineffedtual efforts were made. The 
great misfortune was the Pruflians had not can* 
non fufficieftt to oppofe the artillery of the 
enemy. Perceiving the flaughter, and what 
little hope there was of fuccefs, the general 
diofe not to facrifice any more of his men. Hip 
determined on retreat, and the next day the 
troops pafled die Oder at Tzicherzig, to en- 
camp at Sawade. Soltikow marched the Kvl^ 
fian? to Croflen. 

Wedel loft on that daybctween four and fire 
ihoufand men ; nor is it probable that the lo& 
of the enemy^ was confideraUe, die ground being 
fo gready in their favour. This affair quite 
deranged the previous meafures of the king. 
After the check he had met with, Wedel could 
ftot oppofe the progrefs of Sddkow, without 
ftrong reinforcements k^ Frankfort and Kuftrin 
were in dangar from'uie pofidcm the latter had 
(akm at Crc^n ; tnd, if a Prufilan army Ihould 
C4 not 
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npt foon approach Frankfort, to defend xhfi 

Oder, Berlin itfelf would be expofed to the 

greateft perils. The army of Silefia was nqt 

in fufficient force to be enfeebled by ftill more 

detachments. Fouquet defen4ed the paffes of 

Landlhut againft de VjU^f with teq thoufand 

men ; the Auftrjan had twenty jhoufand, The 

army of the king, encamped at SchmuckfeiflTeu, 

amounted to forty thoufand ; that of marftial 

Daup to feventy thoufand. 

. . Be circumftances what they might, ncceffity 

was urgent; an army muftbe affembled to 

• cover the March of Brandenbpurg. Tlxere was 

, every reafon to fuppofe the chief attack woul^ 

either be made there or jn Silefi^. The AU7 

ftrians p^id fome f cfped to th^ city of Drefd^i^ 

^that being the refidf nee of the JQyal family. It 

was therefore to be prefumed that ^ determine^ 

.governor would maintain the place, and pro- 

tr,ad the fiege, fo as to give time to march t^ 

its- relief, (hould it be attacked during th^ 

*abfence. 

After mature reflections on this fubjeft, it wa? 
refolved that prince Henry ftipuld march to 
3agan, with fixteen battalions and twenty-fivQ 
fquadrons, which (hould be joined by the de- 
tachments of the prince of Wurtemberg, con- 
fiding of fifteen fquadrpns ^nd fix battalions ; 

that 
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Ahat the prince (hould take the command of the 
royal army, being the only general to whom it 
might be confided^ and that the king (hould 
head the corps affembled at Sagan, and lead it 
immediately to defend his ftates. He depended 
on being joined there by M. von Wedel. On 
the 28th prince Henry arrived at Schmuck- 
feifFen, and on th? 29|:h th^ king repaired to 
Sagan. 

Laudon had in thofc parts extended along the 
. frontiers of Silefia ; and, though the king had 
fent detachments of obfervation, the Pruffian 
pfEcers.were deceived in the following manner. 
^ad,dick had watched prince Henry, and joined 
JL^udon at Sorau. Laudon continued his route,, 
and a regiment of luiflars, that had always been 
attached to his corps, remained with Haddick, 
The jreconnpitring officers were thus induced to 
believe th^t the whole corps of Laudon was 
there: but jphe king, marching to Chriftian- 
fladt, here w;as informed phey had been deceived, 
and that Laudon had that very day arrived at 
Guben, This obliged the king to continue his 
msjirch, and he came the fame day to Sommer* 
feld. . The Pruffian cavalry attacked that of 
Haddick, whiqh followed Laudon, and which 
was purfued as far as Guben, Laudon thg fame 
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day depSLtted to gain Frankfort : the king enr 
camped at Nimes, on the banks of the Neifle. 

About break of day two columns were feen, 
coming from Guben^ and filing along the toad 
of Cottbus. The cavalry firft pafled the river, 
and a hafly fldrmifh enfued with the rear-guard, 
in which the Imperial regiment of Wurzbourg^ 
containing thirteen hundred men, was entirely 
taken. The huffars puriued the enemy, and 
carried off fix hundred chefts of provifions, the 
cfcort of which was totally difperfcd. 

Advantages like thefe may be produftive of 
^pod confequences on general occafions ; on the 
prefent they were totally ufelefs, for the defign 
of the expedition was fruftrated ; it being no 
kmger poffible to prevent the junftion of the 
Ruffians and Auftrians at Frankfort, 

The king began his march on the morrow^ 
Wcdel had orders to join the army at Mulrcrfe, 
which were cafy to execute, fince the Ruffians 
had quitted Croffim, and he had no enemy to 
face. The king's troops took the road of Becf-» 
kow, whence Ae infiintry immediately mardied 
to Mulrofe, while with his cavalry he pa£ed by 
Neubruck, on the canal of cewnmunication be- 
tween the Oder and the Spree. He found the 
bridges broken, and the dragoons of Lowcn- 
ftcin on the oppofite fide, preparing to difputc 

the 
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the paflage. Thefe circles were not fo great 
as they appeared to be ; the canal is in many 
places^ fordable; the Fruflian cavaliy pafled it 
immediately^ and fell on the Auftrian dragoons 
pofted in the woods^ who were defeated and 
purfijed to the very fubuf bs of Frankfort. The 
king then rejoined his infantry at Mulrofe, 
bringing with him three hundred prifoners of 
the regiment of Lowenftein. 

Here Wedel arrived on the 4th* Finck, who 
had remamed in the vidnage of Torgau^ after 
the departure of prince Hemry, being of no ufc - 
in thofe parts> for the ten thoufand men he com* 
xnanded were infufficient to cover Saxony, alfo 
received orders to join the army. The king af. 
fembled all the forces he was able^ for difpatch 
was indifpenfable. It was neceflary to beat the 
Ruffians as foon as poflibl^, that he might have 
time to fly to the defence of Saxony ; which^ 
the fortrefles exjeepted, being voidof troopsf, the 
roads were left open to the army of the empire^ 
which, i£ k pleafed, might even penetrate ta 
Berlin. 

To be in readine& therefore to attack the 
Ruffians, the araiy quitted the environs of MuK 
rofe, and encamped between Ldbus and Wul- 
kow. Subfiftence was drawn from Kuftrin, 
ABd Finck was waited for, whofe arrival hap- 

pened 
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pened on the loth. Neceffary preparations 
were made to pafs the Oder between Lebus and 
Kuflxin. The more hafte was made in execut- 
ing this projed: becaufe that Haddick had 
marched and occupied the camp of Muhofe, 
\irhich the Pruffians had left. From this place 
Haddick might join Butturlinx and Berlin was 
open to atttack. Thus every thing preffed the 
king to aft with promptitude. The army 
paffed the Oder^, on the 1 1 th, and formed in face 
of the Ruffians, extending from Tretin, where 
the right was placed, to Bjfchofsee, by which 
the left was fupported. The referve under 
Finck encamped before the lines on the heights, 
which deprived the Ri:iffians of knowing what 
motions the Pruffians made. A muddy rivulet 
feparated the two armies. Soltikpw was en- 
camped at Kemerfdorf ; with his right wing 
fupported by a fmall elevation, where the Ruf- 
fians had conftrufted a kind of ftar-fort. Two 
branches of entrenchment on a rifing ground 
departed thence, and ended in the Jews burial 
place, which is a confiderable eminence near- 
Frankfort. The right of his camp, where was 
this ftar redoubt, was overlooked by the height 
that Finck occupied ; and, beyond the rivulet, 
by a hill which the country people call the* 
Pechftange. 
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In the prcfent pofition of the army of the king, 

it was impoffible to attack the enemy : two nar* 

row caufeways muft have been paffed, covered 

by feveral abatis, of which tiie Ruffians were 

matters. The brigades muft have been formed 

while expofed to the fire of fmall arms, and 

muft have attacked an entrenchment defended by 

crofs batteries. It was thought more prudent to 

afcend the rivulet : after a circuit of half a mile, 

the troops would come to the bridge on the road 

to Reppen, where is another road that leads 

through the wood to the height of the Pech- 

ftange. This local knowledge ferved as the bafis 

of the difpofitions that were made for the battle 

of the morrow. The corps under Finck was to 

fupport, from the heights where it was en- 

camped, the batteries that were erefted during 

the night, and which were to play diredly on 

the flar redoubt of the Ruffians. 

The next day (the 12th) the army took the 
road of Reppen, and formed in the wood, near 
the Pechftange, in five lines ; the three firft of 
infantry, the two laft of cavalry. Finck, in the 
mean time, kept up a heavy fire with his bat-' 
teries, feigning to pafs the caufeways in his 
front ; which fo fixed the attention of Soltikow, 
that the army of the king gained the fkirts of 
the wood, without being perceived. Grand bat-^' 

3 ^ teries 
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teries were immediartidy raifed on two fmall hills 
that overlooked cbe right of chelUjlfians^ Thb^ 
part <^ their iotrenchmeBts waa Ainoimded hf 
the batteries of the Pmffiafiis. as a polygon may 
be in a regular fiege. Every thing being thus 
prepare^* Scfaenkendorf advanced^ undo: the 
pn3te<9icm of fixty cannonj againll this fbrt^ aod 
carried k ^md[t imoiediately. The anny fol- 
lowed. The two ba^ancheB of the entreDchment 
which ended at diis angle wexie taken in llank^ 
and the battle was one dreadful mailacre of the 
Ruffian infantry^ as £u: as the burial place of 
Kunerfdorf, which iJie left of the Pruffians 
found it difficult to c^ry. Finck, wliom the 
attacking troops liad pafled^ then levelled his 
mounds^ and joined the other troops. Seven 
redoubts^ the burial ground^ and a hundred 
and eighty cannon^ had akeady been taken; the 
enemy was in the utn^pft confuiion^ wd had loft 
a prodigious nvimbcr of men. The prince of 
Wurtemberg however, impatient.at theina(9icui 
of the cavalry, inade.a» ill-tii»ed charge 00 the 
Ruffian infantry, Aauonod in the entnenchments 
of .the Jews burial ^ound. It is true he was 
repulfed, buttheenemy at thptfame tkne aban-> 
doned a grand batteiy they had JK^ this burial 
ground* On this the Pruffian inlmtry, which 
was wily eight hwMfcfti p^Cfis MiJm» made m 
4 attempt 
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attempt ^to feiee. Who can but remark the 
ilender thread by which vidory is fufpended! 
As they came up, within a hundred and S&f 
paces, Laudon, perceiving the error of th« 
Ruflians in forfaking dieir battery, arrived with 
his refenre fome minutes fooner than the PniC- 
fians. He immediately caufed the amilery to 
foe loaded with cafe fhot, which played upus 
and deranged the aflailanis. The attack was 
feverai times renewed, but it was impoffiUe to 
carry this battery^ which commanded the wh6le 
ground. Laudon, perceiving the countenance 
ofthePruflianslefisfirm, attacked them on the 
right and left with cavalry ; the confiifion be« 
came general and the troops fled in diforder^ 
The king protected their retreat by a battery^ 
which the regiment of Leftwitzfuffained. Here 
he received a contuliom The regiment of pio* 
neers was tiken in his rear : the in£mcry had 
belides repafled the mounds, and regained the 
camp they had poflefled the day before, en 
which the king retreated the laft, and would 
have been taken, had not M* von Prktwit« at* 
ucked the enemy with a hundred huflars to give 
him time to pafs the defile. The mftin body of 
the cavalry retu-ed by the road they had marched 
in the morning. The firft conftemation olfthe 
troops was fo great that at the noirconly^ which: 

the 
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the Coffaeks made, the infantry, which hst/^ 
formed oil the ground of its late camp, fl^ 
above a thoufand paces before • it could be 
brought to halt* - 

The Ruffians it is true gained the vidorjr^ 
but it was dearly purchafed. According to their 
own account, they loft twenty-four thoufand 
men* Their artillery they recovered, and 
took eighty caiinon from tlie Pruffians, with 
three thoufand prifoners. Pruffia on that day 
loft ten thoufand men; dead, wounded and' 
taken. The king, flattering himfelf he fliould 
win the battle, had ordered Wunfch to feize on 
Frankfort during the aftion, to cut off the t€* 
treat of the enemy* This brave officer accom- 
pliflied his purpofe, and made four hundred 
prifoners; but the misfortunes of the day obliged 
him to abandon the city and return to Reitwein^ 
where the army encamped, after having repafled 
the Oder. 

It was with difficulty ten thoufand men could 
be colieded the evening after the battle. Had 
the Ruffians known how to profit by viftory,* 
and purfued the difheartened troops, PtUffia had 
been ruined beyond redemption, but they gave 
the king time to recover his loffes. -On the 
morrow the army was eighteen thoufand ftrong^ 
and in a few days amounted to twenty-eight- 

thoufand* 
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thoufand* Cannon was obtained from the for* 
iificd towns; the corps was fent for that had 
amufed the Swedes on the banks of the Peene; 
M#ft of the generals were wounded, bruifed, or 
maimed ; it depended only on the enemy to 
terminate the war ; they had but to give the ex- 
piring blow : byt they flopped (hort, and, in* 
ftead of afting vigoroully, as the cafe required, 
applauded themfelves for their fuccefs, and 
bleffed their good fortune. The king gained 
breath, and leifure was given him to provide 
for the moft immediate wants of his army. 

Not to be unjuft in our judgment, we think 
ourfelves obliged to date the reafons alleged by 
general Soltikow to colour his inaftivity. When 
preffed by marihal Daun to purfue his opera- 
tions with ardour, he replied—*^ I have done 
*^ enough. Sir, for one year; I have gained 
** two viftories, which have coft Ruffia twenty- 
^* feven thoufand men. I only wait till you (hall 
^^ in like manner have gained two battles, and 
** I will then begin anew. It is not juft that 
^^ the troops of my fovereign fhould ad fingly." 

The Auftrians had fome difficulty to prevail 
on him to pafs the Oder at Frankfort, which he 
did only on condition that Haddick Ihould re- 
main in his poft at Mulrofe. This motion of 
the Ruffians made the king change his pofitioa. 

D " He 

Hifi. Sev. Tears fTar. Vol. Jit 
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He marched firft to Madelitz, and then to 
Fiirftcnwalde, where he was matter of the paffagc 
of the Spree, which was an important object: 
under the prefent circumftanccs. The troops 
of the circles had lately taken Torgau and Wit- 
tenberg ; it was to be feared they would march 
for Berlin ; and the fame was to be apprehended 
from general Haddlck : he need but proceed 
along the Spree, by which river his march 
would be covered, while Soltikow might have 
kept the army of the king from advancing, or 
affording him any impediment. 

The affairs of PrufSa were fo defperate that 
it would have been difficult to have aded with 
wifdom, and conformable to rule; but, as it was 
neceflary to be prepared for whatever might hap- 
pen, the king determined to facrifice the laft 
man rather than fuffer the enemy to feize on 
Berlin with impunity. He propofed to attack 
the firft who ftiould approach, better pleafed 
to perifti, fword in hand, than to be confumed 
by a flow fire. The king's embarraffment was 
increafed by the approach of marihal Dauo. 
Jie marched and encamped at Triebel, and had 
a conference with general Soltikow at Guben. 
Prince Henry could not prevent the jundtion of 
the Auftrians and Ruffians, nor could he im- 
pede the detachments they (hould pleafe to fend 

againit 
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againft the king ; it remained with, marfhal 
Daun to choofc which of thefe modes he ihould 
purfue ; they were alike fatal. Affairs however 
took a more favourable turn than could have 
been hoped : neither all the good nor all the 
evil that may be imagined happens. 

No fooner had the king quitted SileGa than 
affairs there affumed a new face, pe Villc 
was perfuaded Fouquet could jnot prevent him 
GroOi penetrating into Silefia. He did not in- 
deed attempt to force the paffes of Landfhut, 
but be took the road to Friedland, where, as 
we Ikall. immediately fee, it was not thought pro- 
per to throw any impediments in his way. De 
Vill© peaceably dcfcended into the plains of 
Schweidiiiti. On this Fouquet fent detach- 
ments to Friedlanjd and Conradfwalde, through 
which the Auftrians were obliged to obtain 
proyifions. They foon. wanted fubfiftence, and 
dc Ville was under the neceffity of returning^ into 
Bohemi^i, and of attacking the poft of Conradf- 
walde> where he was repulfed with the lofs of 
thirteen hundred men and all his, baggage* 
He thought himfelf happy after this, by march- 
ing through by-roads, to regain Braunau. 

Marlhal. Daun had quitted MardUifla and 
marched ta Priebus. Prince Henry, not wil- 
ling to iofe fight of him, repaired to Sagan, and 
D 2 thence 



%$ IJ^dSTHUMOXTS tVOitHt. 

thence detached Ziethen to Sorau, the mate 
clofely to obferve the enemy. Preffed by the 
Ruffians to aft, the marihal propofed to take 
this corps. For this purpofe be marched two 
columns to the right and left of the Pruffians* 
Thefe columns were covered by great woods, 
and were to join at a defile between Sorau anid 
Sagan, and cut off the retreat of Ziethen. The 
projeft failed: Ziethen made a timely retreat 
to the army of his royal highnefs, without fuf- 
fering any lofs. Prince Henry was not in a 
fituation of making any attempts upon the Au^ 
ftrians; to hazard i battle was more than ever 
dangerous, after the lofs of two in the fameyearl 
His conftant efforts were to keep marihil Daua 
and the Ruffians as far as poffible from the elec- 
torate of Brandenbourg ; to cffeft which he 
thought the bcft expedient would be to deftroy 
the magazines that the enemy had in their rcar^ 
This be executed with all poffible ability and 
celerity* He left Sagan, and marched through 
Lauban to Gorlitz. Hither d« Ville had haftily 
repaired, whom the prince feigning tc{' attack, 
^he Auftrian general, become timid after the 
affair of Conradfwalde, retired to Reichenbach. 
This was what the prinice wMhed, and he imme- 
diately fent a detachment into Bohemia, that 
ruined the magazine, appertaining to the enemy. 
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9lt Bohmifch^riedland. Another corps inarched 
through Zittau to Gabel, there took fix hun- 
dred men who had been left in garrifon^ and 
deftroyed the moft confiderable magazine of the 
Auftrians. 

This fortunate expedition occafioned marfhal 
Daun to take a retrograde motion; and, had 
not the city of Drefden previoufly furrendered, 
the Imperialifts would have been obliged, to re- 
turn into Bohemia; but the reduftion of that 
capital put them in pofleffion of the grand 
magazines coUefted there by the Pruflians, 
and enabled them to eftablifh themfelves at 
Bautzen* 

• The departure of the Auftrian army, and the 
want of forage among the Ruffians, occafioned 
the latter to abandon Frankfort, march into 
Lufatia, and encamp at Lieberofe. The army 
of the king followed them tlirough Beefkow, 
and thence advanced to Waldau^ General Had- 
dick, on his march for that city, fell back on 
the approach of the PruflSans, which permitted 
the king to take an advantageous pofition be- 
hind the marfhes, by which he cut pfFthe fub- 
fiftence that the Ruffians were to receive from 
. Lubben, and other neighbouring places. Dref- 
den was at this time befieged, although the 
trenches were not opened. Thither his majcfty 
D 3 ffnt 
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fent a detachment under general Wunfch. Thii&. 
able officer furprifcd Torgau on his march, and 
arrived before Drefden the very day that the 
governor Schmettau figned the capitulation. It 
would be fuperfluous to criticife the conduft of 
a man who furrendered a city in which no breach 
had been made, and before which no trenches 
had been opened. 

Finding his prefence ufelefs here, Wunfch 
returned to Torgau, whither the troops of the 
empire had marched to retake the town. Wunfch 
paffed the Elbe with a handful of men, glided 
among the vineyards, and thence fell on the troops 
of the circles, beat them, carried the whole camp, 
and put them to flight. On receiving this news 
the king fent Finck thither, with a reinforce-^ 
ment of ten battalions and twenty fquadrons ; . 
and the generals jointly advanced as far as 
Meiflen. 

Thefe trifling checks occafioned generalHad- 
dick to be recalled from the army of the Ruf- 
fians, who traverfed Lufatia, pafled the Elbe at 
Drefden, and in conjunftion with the troops of 
th« circles immediately marched to attack ge- 
neral Finck. A party of Auflrians aflailed 
Wunfch, who was pofted at Siebeneichen, near 
Meiflen. Their main body paflTed the Tripfche 
at Munzich, and prefented themfelves before 
' the 
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the right flank of Finck. The latter did not 
hefitatc ; he attacked the enemy, was vidorious, 
and took fome cannon with fix hundred pri* 
foners. Nor was Wunfch lefs vigilant, but in 
like nfunner repulfed the aflailants with lofs, 
and Haddick was obliged to fly to Drefden. 

While general Finck made thii progrefs in 
Saxony (September) Soltikow was marching 
for Silefia, through Sommerfeld and Chriftian- 
fl:adt. This it was neceflary to prevent, that 
the open country might not be ruined, nor any 
place of ftrength befieged. For this reafon the 
king inclined to Sagan, where he was near 
coming up with four Auftrian regiments, that 
Campitelli was leading to the fuccour of the 
Ruflians. At Sagan (the £ift) he regained a 
communication with prince Henry, to whom 
he imparted the advantaged lately obtained by 
Finck, and of whom he deihanded reinforce* 
ments to reinftate in part the detachments he 
had fent into Saxony, and againft the Swedes j 
charging him at the fame time to gain the Elbe^ 
and join Finck, that he might attempt by all 
poffible means to recover Drefden. 

The king marxihecj to Ncuftaedtel, and an- 
ticipated the Ruflians. General Soltikow then 
thought of Glogau, and propofed to occupy the 
heights of Baunc, The king outmarched him 
D4 once 
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once more. The columns of the enemy^s army^ 
feeing the place occupied, halted at Beuthen, 
but without erefting their tents. This made 
it imagined they intended to attack the Pruffians 
on the day following, and the night was paffed 
under arms. The generals bf the enemy were 
fcen reconnoitring at day-break. The king 
fcarcely had twenty thoufand men in his camp; 
they were it is true well pofted, but the memory 
of having been twice beaten by the Ruffians was 
recent. Thefe were confiderations into which the 
generals of the enemy did not enter; they re- 
tired to their army, and their tents were foon 
after ereded. 

Prince Henry and general Fouquet having 
each fent a reinforcement to the king, thefe 
troops arrived on the morrow after his camp 
had tlxus been reconnoitred, and were pofted 
and entrenched at Linkerfdorf, on the banks of 
the Oder. The two armies tranquilly remained 
in their camps. The Auftrian corps however 
was encamped at the diftance of half a mile 
from the Ruffian army ; and it was perhaps the 
more eafy to beat thefe troops, before general 
Soltikow could fend them any fuccour, becaufe 
they were wholly unfupported. Accordingly 
this proje6t took birth. Thither the king 
mardicd during the night of the firft of 0£lo- 

ber# 
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ben He found an empty camp> and took only 
fome ftragglers, who related that the whole 
army had paffed the Oder at Carolath that very 
night. On approaching this river, a: heavy 
cannonading was heard ; and it was with extreme 
furprife perceived that the rear-guard of the 
Ruffians was with their artillery deflxoying the 
bridge they had crofTed. 

By this motion the left (hore of the Oder was 

in fafety; but, as it was neceffary to cover the 

right, the king marched the army to Glogau. 

Here ten battalions and thirty fquadrons paffed 

the Oder, and took poft on a height to cover 

the place : the main army encamped near the 

works. Soltikow chofe a pofition at Kutlau. 

There were daily ikirmifhcs between the huffars 

^nd coflacks, in which the Pruffians had the 

advantage. Still it continued to happen that 

the rapid marches of the king occafioned the 

premeditated meafures of the Ruffians to fail ; 

they forfook the vicinage of Glogau, and took 

the road to Gurau, which leads to Freyftadu 

One of their columns, which pafled near the 

Pruffians retrenchments, was cannonaded, and 

their rear-guard Was haraffed, while the main 

army of the kii>g decamped and marched (on 

the 7th) for Koben. As pontoons were wanting 

to pafs the Oder, thcfe were fuppUed by che- 

valiCi, 
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valets, and the army of the king, having gaineij 
the opppfite (horc, took a pofition behind the 
Bartfch, the banks of which arc marfliy, by 
which it covered all the Lower Silefia. Diereckc, 
on the left, occupied a mound of the Oder, and 
the mill which Schulenburg formerly rendered 
fo famous by his j^etreat in the prefence of 
^hja^rles X}|. The main of the army extended 
among the woods of Sophienthal. On the right 
a detachment held the poft upon the Bartfch, 
where it was ready to anticipate the enemy, 
fliould he march for Herrenftadt. This pofi- 
tion was excellent and fure, though very exten- 
five. Two mounds, which were the only paf- 
fages * over the Bartfch, were occupied by the 
PrufEans, and well entrenched. Enraged that 
all their defigns were fruftrated, the Ruffians 
burnt the town of Gurau, and the neighbouring 
villages, and, having facked the whole country, 
marched for Herrenftadt; where they once 
again arrived too late. To revenge themfelves 
they reduced the place to aflies, by throwing 
royal grenades. As they were extremely con- 
fined on the ground they occupied, and as they 
wanted water, they were obliged to abandon 
Silefia. 

* It IS probably meant that, where thcfc mounds were, 
the only places were to be found where budges could b» 

tkjrowii over the river, T. 

The 
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I'he king at this time was attacked with a 
fcvere fit of the gout ; and, as his operations 
againft the RufSans were ended, he caufbd him* 
fclf to be removed to Glogau. But, though he 
had difincumbered himfelf of the Ruffians for 
the prefcnt ycar^ it was ftill to be feared Laudon^ 
on his return, might form fome projeft againft 
Silefia. To watch his motions, the king order- 
ed general Fouquet to quit his poft at Landfhut^ 
and keep pace with the Auftrians from Tra- 
chenberg to Ratibor, which obliged Laudon 
to pafe through Cracovia, and from thence 
through the principaHty of Tcfchen, to regain 
Olmutz. 

The army of the king, no longer being ne- 
ceffary t<? prote6t Silefia, was led by general 
Hulfen into Saxony. To conned a narrative 
of fo many various events, we (hall at prefent 
purfue the operations of prince Henry in Lu* 
fatra. We left his royal highnefs at Gorlitss. 
Marihal Daun (September the 24th) approached 
his camp, intending to attack him, but the 
prince departed during the night, paffed through 
Rothenburg, and fell the next day on the corps 
of general Vehla, pofted at Hoyerfwerda. Ima- 
gining himfelf fecure from all affault, this ge- 
neral fuddenly faw himfelf furrounded by the 
Pruffian cavalry; hi? infantry was broken, and 
3 him- 
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himfelf and fifteen hundred Croats, in whdm 
the principal ftrength of his detachment con-^^ 
fifted, were taken* On . tlic eve of his mif- 
fortune, he received a letter from marflial Daun, 
which informed him he might reft without fear, 
aflured that the marfhal would ^ve a good bc^ 
count of prince Henry. 

' After this expedition, his royal highnefs di-- 
refted his march to Elfterwerda. The fituation 
of affairs required the Pruffians fliould form an 
imnicdiate jundion at Meiffen ; but the bridge 
ever the Elbe was deftroyed, and there were 
no means of rebuilding it with fufficient hafte. 
This occafioned the prince to crofs the Elbe at 
Torgau, which in the mean time was paffed by 
roarlhal Daun at Drefden (Odober). The lat-^ 
ter advanced toward Meiffen. Finck, too fee- 
ble to refift him, retired to Torgau, where he 
joined prince Henry. On the 4th, the Pruf- 
fians took the pofition of Strehla ; the Auftrians 
advanced upon them, and encamped between 
Rieffa and Ofchatz, extending by detachments 
to Dahlen, Hubertfburg, and Grimma, The 
prince had placed a corps at the hill of Schilda, 
which was obliged to retreat into the foreft of 
.Torgau. This occafioned apprehenfions for the 
rear ; and he marched his army to Torgau (the 
.16th) to covej the depofit of his fubfiftence. 

Marfhal 
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Marfliai Daun immediately followed as far as 
Belgern,. Though the prince had little to fear 
for his pofition, which was fufEciently good, he 
ftill had reafon to be attentive to what was paP- 
fing on his right* To this effeft he fcnt Reben- 
tifch to Duben, that he might obferve any 
attempt of the enemy in that quarter. In effeft, 
the purpofe gf marihal Daun was to turn the 
camp of his royal highnefs* ; and he theretorc 
detached the duke d'Aremterg to Domitfch, 
with twenty- fix battalions, and fix regiments cf 
cavalry* The prince caufed this new camp of 
the enemy to be "examined; and, as it was 
judged difficult of approach, he fent Wunfck* 
with a detachment to reinforce Rebentifch. 
Wunfch pafled the lElbe at Torgau, repaffed it 
at Wittenberg, and joined Rebentifch at Bitter- 
field, whither he had returned. 

Diffatisfied with the vicinity of the duke 
tf Aremberg, who was upon iiis flank, th,c 
princfe left his camp at the head of fifteen bat- 
talions and as many fquadrons. He arrived at 
Preifch, precifely when the enemy was on the 
march for DuVenl The duke d'Aremberg was 
at once attacked by Rebentifch and his royal 
highnefs. The rear- guard of the Imperialifls, 
fifi;cen hundreii flrong, was taken ; with gene- 
ral Gemmingen, "the commander* 

This 
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This check having (hakcn the refolution o( 
the Auftriansj marfhal Daun fell back, on the 
fourth of November, behind the Ketzerbach, 
where he took a pofition between Zehren and 
Lomatfch ; and prince Henry advanced to 
Hernftein, where he was joined by general 
Hulfen, 

The illness of the king, which had detained 
himfonae time at Glogau, prevented his arrival 
in the camp before the ijth. Hjc bad croffcd 
Lufatia with an efcort of eight hundred men ; 
his weaknefs however, which ftill was great, 
did not permit him to a6t* The prince had 
detached Finck to Noffen, by which lie turned 
the pofition of the enemy. Marfhal Daun did 
not ftand hia ground, but quitted the Ketzcr* 
bach, and encamped near Drefden, from the 
Windberg to the bottom of Flauen. Wcdel 
immediately advanced, fcized on Meiflen, and 
highly infulted the rear-guard of the Impe*. 
rialifts on its retreat. The king^s army en- 
camped on the fame day at Schlettau; and 
Dierecke, who held th? other (hore of the Elbe, 
marched with his detachment for Zehaik. The 
Pruffians on the morrow moved to Wilfdruf ; 
and Ziethen, advancmg to Keffelfdorf, was 
enabled more nearly to dbfervc the foe. 

The 
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The misfonuAc^ qf the king, durii^ this 
campaign^ might itt part have been repaired, 
by recovering Drefiien ; which was an objed: 
the more at heart becaufe that the poffeHioa 
of Drefden fecured winter quarters, and gave 
the Airflrians perpetual apprehenfions for Bo- 
hemia. The poiition of marfhal Daun being 
impregnable, as well from the fteep rocks that 
defended his left as from the inundations that 
covered his right, there was no expedient but 
that of turning the enemy .by detachments ; 
which, by throwing pbftacles in the way of the 
,convoys of provifipns, and facilitating incurfions 
into Bohemia^ might oblige him to abandon 
.Dreiden, 

To attain this end, Finck was detached to 
Freyberg; from which he advanced to Dip- 
poldifwalda, and aftserward took poft at Maxen* 
He even fent Wunfch as far as the defile of 
Dohna. A column of the troops of the empire, 
apparently ignorant that the PrufEans were in 
thefe countries, imprudendy . advanced, was 
beaten, and loft four hundred men. Klcift at the 
fame time entered Bohemia with his huflars, and 
committed ravages toward Toplitz, Dux, and 
Auffig, whence he brought numerous prifoners. 
Marihal Daun impatiently fufFered infults 
like thefe, and efpecially the pofition taken by 
general Finck. Brentano was difpatched by 

hin^ 
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bim to Dippoldifwalda^ and this was the fignal 
on which Finck ought to have retired. His 
orders were to attack every feeble corps he (hould 
find, but to retreat at the approach of fuperioT 
force. He very unfeafonably confided in the 
flxength of his poft, which would have been 
tolerable, had his numbers been fufEcient to fill 
it J but his fecurity was his deftru&ion ; for he 
had only garniftied feme hills with his infantry, 
and had confided one of the principal of thefe 
hills to the Gerfdorf huffars, as if cavalry was 
capable of defending pofts. Marlhal Daun, fafe 
on his efcarpement of the Windberg, and be^ 
hind his inundation of Friedcrichftadt, detached 
forty thoufand men to attack the corps of Pruf- 
fians, fo ill pofted at Maxen. 

The king received no information oi this 
manoeuvre ; but, having learnt that the corps 
of Brentano had marclied to Dippoldifwalda, he ' 
fent general HuUen with eight thoufand men to 
diilodge the enemy, and to maintain the com- 
munication between the army and the corps afc 
Maxen. Scarcely was Hulfen arrived at Dip- 
poldifwalda before lie learnt the event that fo 
lately had happened. Finck, on the morn- 
ing of the 2ot3i, had been attacked by the 
Auftrians. Scnne difcharges of artillery dif- 
lodgcd Gerfdorf from the poft he defended, 
which was feizcd by &c infantry of the eaemy, 

and 



atid fupplied with cannon that played on the 
flank of Finck, while the maiii army attacked* 
him in front. Some regiments of Prtiflian in- 
fantry were deficient in their duty; the foe 
carried a' height they occupied ; the Pruffian 
cavalry made fome ill-timed and ill-direifted 
charges, and v^ere as frequently repulfed. The' 
Auftrians' fet fire to the village of Maxenj, 
which divided the line of Finck. This* threw 
the troops into difoirder : confufion was com- 
municated to the remainder! and the field of 
battle was precipitately abandoned. During 
their panic, they haftened to Dohna, where 
Wunfch had repulfed the army of the empire^ 
in defpite of all its efforts. Had the Pruffian 
generals preferved but the lead ftiidow of un»- 
dcrftanding, after their kte difafter, they might 
have retrieved their ill conduft with honour. 
They had only to take the rdad to Glafliuttc, 
which led through Frauenberg to Freybefg j or 
fliould this road, which they knew^ appear to 
be too near the enemy, they had but to pafs 
thrdugh Giefhubel in Bohemia, by which they 
might regain Saxony, either throligh Einfiedel, 
Afch, Or by the Bafberg ; but fo great was their 
confternation at defeat that, Wunfch excepted, 
they loft all recolledion* 

E On 
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On die morrow they were turned by tnarfhal 
Gaim. Wuftfch endeavoured to force his way 
with the cavalry, Finck and his colleagues, 
having a greater afiedion £or their baggage than > 
their £une^ forbade him all ho(Ulities. Thefe 
generals had the weaknefs to capitulate with the 
^emy and to lay down their arms. The corps 
that fo flumefiilly furrendcred was fixteen bat* 
talions and thirty-five fquadfoi^s ftrong. 

On the news o( this humiliating, this fatal, 
nfTair, general Hylfen retired from Dippoldif- 
walda to Freyberg, where he tras joined by the 
huflars of Kleift, returning from their expedition 
into Bohemia* Froud of his fuccefs, marlhal 
paun, fome days after, at the head of his van« 
guard, approached the advanced pofts of the 
army of the king. By this he intended to put the 
countenance of the Pruflians to the tcft : he faw 
ihem in order of battle, well pcrfled, and dit? 
pofed to give him a proper reception, fliould he 
wilh to bring on an aftion. This reconnoitring 
occafioned a hot cannonade, after which the 
Auftrians returned to their camp. 
'.. Some time after, the king repaired to Frey- 
bci^, taking thither a reinforcement for gene* 
ral Hulfen, where he made arrangements for 
the proteftion of the troops. He found a good 
poiiuoi^ for the <:orp6 that was to remain at that, 

place. 
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place. The IJ^uldc,^ whichj ifuns between crag- 
gee} rocks^ Goi^eced its front : there were 9nly 
three pa&$ oyer that river, all Of which were 
Jlone bridges, and behind thefe ftrong bodies 
of infentry were placed. To increafe difficulty 
the bridges were h,eaped with faggots, leaving 
isL paflage for a horfeman to pafs on the fcout ; 
thefe faggots were mingled with combuftibles, 
that were to be fet in flames on the approach of 
the eneniy, fo that paflage was impoflible. 

Inflated by fuccefs, the Auftrians began to 
imaging themfelves invincible. Maquire (or 
Macguire), who commanded at Dippoldifwalds^ 
(December), approached with fixteen thoufand 
men, with baggage and whatever follows a 
corps that in times of peace fliould march to 
change a garrifon, to eflablifli himfelf at 
Freyberg. He ipiagined the Pruflians would 
not wait till he came up, but immediately retire. 

He grounded this fuppofition on fqme mo- 
tions w^ich 3eck was ordered to make toward 
Torgau j but the ^s^ing had been provident : he 
had Cent troops for the defence of the town. 
Neither could this motion caufe any great in- 
quietude, fince general Beck appeared on the 
right fliore of the Elbe, and Torgau is on the 
left, confequently could not be taken by a fiege 
begun on that fide. The only gain of Maquire 
£ 2 was 
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Wis the fatigue of a march; he found the Pruf- 
fians in order of battle, on the banks of the 
Mulde; and, after fome voUies of artillery, re- 
turned to Dippoldifwilda, where' he fixed his 
Quarters- 
Severe as the feafon was, the two armies re- 
mained encamped. They were barracked, an,d 
took the beft accommodations poffible, under 
fuch circumftances, to refift the cold; fo in- 
flexibly obftinate were both parties not to cede 
a foot of ground. The Pruffians as we have 
faid had a poft at Zehaila. Hitherto this de- 
tachment had been in fecurity, by a bridge of 
communication over the Elbe; a fudden froft 
came on, and obliged the Priaflians to retire : 
the ice covered the river in flakes, but it was 
not yet fet and compaft. Beck feized the mo- 
ment (the 3d) to attack the Pruflians with a 
numerous corps. General Dierecke caufed his 
cavalry to crofs at Meiflen and the half of his 
infantry, but wanted time to fave the reft. ^ Beck 
fell on him with his whole force, and after a 
bloody refiftance the brave Dierecke and his 
three battalions were made prifoners by the Au- 
ftrians. This was the laft misfortune the Pruf- 
lians fuffered during the prefent year. 

Not all thefe lofles Could prevent the king 
from making new attempts to drive the Auftrians 

out 
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out of Saxoqy. He deipanded feme fuccOurs 
from prince Ferdinand pf Brunfwick ; and, to- 
ward the end of December, the hereditary 
prince arrived at Freyberg, with a corps of 
twelve thoufand men. The king left thefc 
troops Ijehind the Mulde (January 1760), to 
defend his rear, and marched immediately to 
Dippoldifwalda. All the detachments of the 
enemy befide the Wilde- Weiftritz, Pretfcheq- 
dorf, and Frauenberg, were diflpdged, and his 

. own troops were there cantoned. Marftial Daun 
oij this fent fuccour to Dippoldifwalda, where 
Maquire threw up entrenchments, and erefted 
batteries.' To attack this poft in front, it was 

• neceffary to m^rch by a ns^rrow road, hollowed 
\n the rock, and to ftle off befide t>vo batteries 
of the enemy. This therefore was abandoned as 
imprafticable. There ftill were two roads to 
turn the poft, the one leading through Ramnau 
to Poffendorf ; and this certainly would have 
|)een the beft, l>^d pot thf enemy cautioufly 
placed eight battalions at the defile which muft 
be freed to gain the height : th^ lat?;er, that 
which leads through Glaftiutte. This was a 
defile of a nii|e long, through paffes betweeji 
hills, and ending at the foot of a rock where 
Maquire had placed his left:. The road was 
filled by the fnow Avhich, falling froiji th^ ft^eps, 
)i^d there accumulated, . Artillery could npt 
P3 pafs. 
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pafs, and the infantry itfelf with difficulty, even 
had there been no foe for its defence. After 
well examining the ground, and difcuffing pro- 
babilities, it appeared evident that to attempt 
any thing further againft the Auflxians, in a 
feafon fo rigorous, was impoffible. The envi- 
rons therefore were ftripped of forage and fub- 
iiftence (the 12 th) that the enemy might not 
keep any confiderable corps there during winter, 
after which the king repaired to Freyberg. 

The army of Wilfdruf entered into clofe can- 
tonments in the villages neareft the camp; the 
tents however were left {landing, and fix b^t-r 
talions, that were relieved daily, there kept 
guard. The Auftrians did the fame in their 
camp at Plaucn; and perhaps this is the firft 
example, among the moderns, of two armies, 
fo near each other, keeping the field during fq 
hard a winter. Toward the end of January^ 
the hereditary prince, finding no laurels to reap 
in Saxony, returned info Weftphalia to rejoin 
the army of the allies. 

After having related the principal ev^ts of 
• this difaftrous campaign, we h^ve juft to notice 
the conduft of the Swedes in Pomerania, and 
the Uckerane March. While there were troops 
to oppofe them their progrcfs was caiily re- 
ftrained. So impcrfedly were their meafures 

taken 
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taken that they had neither ovens nor chefts for 
the bread and flour^ and only fubfilled by the 
quotas they exaded from the countries where 
they were in force. From this negligence to 
what was indifpenfable in w^u: the greateft in* 
conveniences refulted ; for the only care of the 
Pruffian generals who oppofed the Swedes was 
to impede their quotas, and thus the enemy, 
who only fubfifted from day to day,,was imme« 
diately obliged to retreat^ and approach their 
frontiers^ when fuch fubfiftence failed. 

In the be^nning of die year, immediately 
after the departure of count Dohna, Manteufel 
had the command againft the Swedes; and 
though he had very few troops he maintained 
his ground till the month of September, when 
the unfortunate battle of Kuneridorf obliged the 
king to recai him, that he might rgoin the 
army. The retreat of this deuchment was th« 
epocfaa of the progrefs of the 3wedes. They 
diredly proceeded to Anclam, Demmin, and 
Uckermunde. Count Ferfcn, their command<» 
for that year, embarking at Stralfund, pafTed at 
the head of three thoufand men into the iile of 
Ufedom, and attacked the city of Swinemunde^ 
defended by militia. The garrifon retired into 
the ifle of Wollin, and the town was taken. 
Swh^mundfr-Schanze Toon sifter f^re&dered to 

P4 ^ 
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the Swedes. A few provincial huflars, whQ 
happenc(!r to be at Stetin, were fent by the 
prince of Severn to Pafewalk, where the Swedes^ 
had a poft. The officer who led th^fe huffars, 
named Stulppiagel, furprifed the-Swedes^ an4 
took two hundred prifoners, a greater number 
than that of which he was the leader. 

Ferfen immediately paffed into the ifle o£ 
WoUin, and took the town of that name, with 
the fix hundred militia by whom it was defend-; 
ed . The Swedes again took poffcffioji of Prexiz- 
low; but, as at this period the king had entered 
Lufatia, he detached Manteufel with the men 
who after the battle of Kunerfdorf had lately 
left the hofpitals of Stetin; adding the volun- 
teers of Hordt, the dragoons of Meinicke, ancj 
the huffars of Belling* This formidable corp§ 
immediately changed the face of affair§. Man-: 
teufel detached fomc few hundreds to the rear of 
the enemy, who took the garrifon of the Swedei? 
at Demmin, and their military cheft. The 
Swedifti army inftantly retired, repaffed the 
Peene at Anclam, and took up its quarters in. 
Swedifh Pomerania ; whither, to give them the 
alarm, Manteufel feveral times fent the huffars 
of Belling, who enafted a (:apital p^rt pn thi^ 
fmall theatre. 

Weary of the frequent difturbance they met 

from the Pruffians, the. Swedes attempted tq 

fur* 
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furprife the town of Anclam. They attacke4 
Ifhe fuburb by night, and a free battalion which 
V^as there for its defence was thrown into diforr 
der. Manteufel haftened from the town, but 
the darkneft was fo great that, inftead of the 
free battalion which he meant to join, he feU 
among a party of Swedes, who made him prir 
foner: but the Pruffian garrifon, not fatisfied 
yrith repulfing, took a hundred and fifty of the 
Swedes. This was the laft ^on that happened 
jluring that year in Pomerania, 

Thys, after a campaign fo fatal to the arms 
pf the king, he ftill found himfelf in poffeffion 
pf all the ground hp had occupied during the 
preceding wipter; Drpfden and the fort of 
Peepamunde excepted. Fouguet, who had 
pfcorted Laudon into Moravia, had returned 
to Landfhut. The Pruffian army in Saxony 
extended from \Vilfdruf to Zwickau. A corps 
pf cayalry remained ^t Cofsdorf, to cover Tor- 
gau and the eleftorate of Brandenbourg; and, 
after a fucceffion of misfortunes fo continued, 
affairs were ftill in a much better ftate than 
could have been expefted. The regiment of 
carabineers at Zeitz indeed loft a hundred and 
fifty pien by furpqfe, but winter gave time to 
f epair this lofs ; and, in the pofition we have 
defcribed, the armies mutually waited the ^p- 
Pfoach of fpring, to decide the fortune of war* 

CHAP 
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CHAP- XI. 

^be JVint^ of 1 759 to I'jSo. 

AN event fliis year happened which well 
might have been produftive of great 
changes in Europe, but which was not. The 
king of Spain died without leaving iffue. The 
l^iingdom by right defcended to his brother don 
Carlos, king of Naples; concerning this there- 
fore there could be no difpute, but conteft might 
reafonibly be expedted for the throne of Naples. 
*At the peace of Aix la Chapelle, it had becft 
flipuUtcd by France, Auftria, and England, 
withbiit confultingj the kings of Spain and 
Kaples, 'that, whpn don Carlos' (hould fucceeft 
tis brother on the thrdne df Spam, the youngeft 
of the brothers, ddn thilip duke of Parma, 
feould become king of the two Sicilies. The 
king of Niiples paid nO refpeft to this treaty, 
<agamft which he had formally protefted, but 
^regulated the fucceffipn « he thought proper. 
Hb ddeft fon^^ who was an idiot, was declared 
incapable of gcfvernment; ihp fecond was an- 
tootiriced prince <jf Afturias; and the third king 
of the two Sicilies. JBy this arrangement don 
Philip remained duke of Pafma, i^hich dutchy 
^d not revert to the emprefs queen. 

Left 
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Lefs fobjefts have claufed a hundred wars in 
Europe; and 'ihobgh it did not then occafioA 
iany, this rmift ;lidt be attributed to the mode* 
%-atioh of the cmprefs queen, for that is a virtue 
feldom pdflfefled by fevereigns, but to prefent 
orcumflanccs, to the war already Icindled, t6 
violent hatred, and the moft ardent defire of re- 
covering^ Silefia, a province of much greater 
importance tTian the dutchies of Parma and Pla- 
cenza.. The emprefs queen and the king of 
Sardinia, who alfo loft fdme advant^es, diflem- 
Wed their difcontent. France negotiated a 
marriage between the archduke Jofeph and the 
daughter of the duke of Parma. It was agreed 
to leave the affairs of Italy in -fufpenfe, till Ger- 
many fliould be at peace, and France as media- 
trix promifed that all claims (hould then be 
fadsfied. v 

The king was attentive to the revolutions of 
Italy : nothing could be -more advantageous to 
him than a divedion-ih Lombardy, either againft 
the king of France or the emprefs queen. That 
•l^e might know what he bad to expeft, he fent 
Cocceji, his aid du damp, to the court of Turin, 
;o found the king of Sardinia, This.aged and 
now fuperftitious prince had loft that warhke 
jnftinft which had infpired his youth, and had 
|i^ither the wi(h nor the wUl again to beconoe 

active. 
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gftivc. He was ftill more r^ftraincd by the pre^ 
ijbnt date of his affairs tlian by age and dcvotioq, 
Deprived of allies, efpecially fince a union hacj 
taken place between France and Auflxia> h? 
would have had to combat the Auftrians, French* 
Spaniards, Neapolitans, and the troops of Parma. 
This was what he dreaded. The want of har- 
mony between thefe princes, and the little profr 
pcd of uniting them, occafioped all hopes from 
that quarter to vanifh, 

- This fruitlefs attempt did not prevent many 
offers being made* War daily became more 
difficult to fuftain, and danger more apparent^ 
However fevourable to the Pruffians fortune 
might be, it was impoflible but that,* being 
obliged fo often to confide in her, they muft 
ibmctimes be betrayed. Nothing was to be ex- 
pefted from Italy. The Porte had not hitherto 
(hewn any inclination to break with the houfe 
of Auftria. The only remaining refource was 
in tbde means which might be found to feparatc 
the powers that form the grand alliance. This 
occafioned negotiations to be attempted in France 
an,d Ruflia; that either of them might be de* 
tached from the court of Vienna. In conjunc- 
tion with the king of Great Britain, Pruflia de- 
clared to every power a defire of conciliation, 
and the general re-eftablifliment of peace. Prince 

Loui* 
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XiOLiis of Bmnfwick was fent to make overtures, 
at the Hague, to the miniftcrs of the belligerent 
powers, and England gave France aflurances cS 
tier defire to begin negotiations that might lead 
to this falutary end. France would apparently 
be difpofed to peace, for (he had reafon to be 
difcouraged by her late confiderable loffes. The 
Englifli had that year taken from her Guade- 
loupe, Quebec, and Niagara in Canada. The 
fquadron of de la Clue had been defeated off 
the heights of Lagos, and the fleet of Conflans 
by admiral Hawke, who burnt feveral French 
(hips ftranded in the Vilaine. The fquadroa 
of Mr. le Fort* gained a complete viftory over 
them near Mafulipatan : they loft the fort of 
St. David, and were vanquiflicd in the Eaft, 
where the Englifli conquered their chief efla- 
blifliments in the vicinity of Pondichery. 

Ill fucccfs fo continued might well difguft the 
French with a war from- which they had nothing 
to hope. The two nations were however very far 
from agreeing concerning the articles that were 

* Admiral Pococke commanded in the Indian feas, and 
twice vanquifhcd the French admiral d'Ache. The Englilh 
had no officer that we can find of the name of le Fort, Co- 
lonel Ford gained a vidory over the French commander 
Conflans at Mafulipatan ; and perhaps the names of Ford 
and Conflans occafioned the miflake. T. 

I to 



to form the bafis of peace. The king was (etiii^ 
ble how neceflary it was to render them mord 
lunicable; for could this be eflefted Franco 
would^ by a fep^ate peace^ be detached from 
Auftria* This was laboured with the greater 
ardour^ becaufe the enemy had lately declaredy 
«fter much delay^, that they accepted the pro- 
pofals made them for the re-eftablilhment of 
peace, provided it fliould be agreed to hold a 
congrefs at Auglbourg, where each power 
might fuperintend its refpeftive interefts. Of 
all the modes which the enemies of Pruffia 
could have imagined^ this was the moft tedious} 
for the princes concerned were fo numerous, 
required fo many difcuffions, and would occa- 
fion a conflict fo great, that pretences for 
prolonging the negotiation as long as they 
fliould pleafe could never be wanting. The 
congrefs of Munfter is an example of the truth 
of this, where eight years were confiuncd be- 
fore the conclufion of the peace of Weftphalia 
was eiFefted. 

Such a method was little fuitable to the king. 
He wiflied a quick conclufion to the reigning 
troubles : he had too many enemies to encoun- 
ter. The court of Vienna defired they fhoul4 
be prolonged, for flxe had many allies whofa 
affiftance promifed conquefl. Under this fitua- 
3 tion 
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^on of aflfairs, the king fe^t an cmiffary to 
France to found the inclinations of the court of 
Ycrfaillcs, and to remit iijitelligence of what he 
fliould learn as well to the king of England as to 
the king of Pruffia. To execute this coimniffion 
h^ made chpice of a yelling gentlem^ of the 
oame of EdeMheim, whofe father had eftates in 
the vicinage of Frankfort on the Maine ; an 
unconnefted perfon, who had been recom- 
mended by the court of Gotha ; confequently 
who might acquit himfelf better of this office 
than another, becaufe he was unknown, and 
cpuld excite no fufpicion by his appearance at 
Verfailles. This young g^entleman departed 
without afluming any public charader; but was 
reconmiended to the bailli de Froulay, ambaf- ' 
fador of the order of Malta> in France. Edel* 
Iheim was well received at Paris, and was 
given to underftand, in vague terms, that his 
negotiation depended on the manner in which 
France might with greater oriefs facility come 
to an acconmiodation with England ; but the 
miniftry, being informed that the king of 
Fruifia propofed to indemnify the king of Po- 
land at the expence of the ecclefiaftical princes 
of Germany, by fecularization, declared the 
moft Chriftian king would never give his coq- 
fent, Edellheim returned with this anfwer 
tQ the kmg, who was then at Freybeirg^ and 
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departed thence for London, to communicatd 
the intelligence to the Britifti miniftry, 

Juft on his arrival, there appeared at thaf 
court another political phenomenon, that never 
could be deciphered, who called himfelf the 
count de St^ Germain. He had been in the 
fervice of France, and fo highly in the faVoUi' 
of Louis XV. that the monarch wilhed to give 
him the palace of Chambord. This perfon 
enafted the part of an ambaflador, began to 
negotiate without credentials, and fpoke injuri- 
oufly of madame de Pompadour, and the duke 
de Choifeul. The Englifti difmiffed and treated 
him as an adventurer. 

Whether or not the Englifli miniftry fufpeft- 
cd the count de St. Germain, whether conqueft 
had or had not inflated their hopes, or whether 
they were or were not diflatisfied with the de- 
claration of the French miniftry refpeding the 
congrefs, ftill they ordered the Britifli ambafl^a- 
dor at the Hague, Sir Jofeph Yorke, to inform 
M. d'Afri, the French minifter, that the king 
of Great Britain was inclined to peace, and 
would agree to aflfemble a particular congrefs, 
provided Frapce would accept, as a fundamental 
article in the preliminaries, that the ftates of his 
Pruflian majefty (hould be preferved entire. 
France replied (he had no other wilh than to 

treat 
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treat with England ; but, not having been at 
war with Pruffia, Ihe could not confound the 
interefts of, that nation with thofe of England. 
With this anfwcr ended thofe fmall hopes which 
liad been entertained from this negotiation. 

M* von Edelflieim, who had left fome trunks 
at Paris, returned through Holland into France* 
Ear from difguifing himfelf, he went immediate-* 
ly to theBlilli dc Froulay, on his arrival at Paris. 
This ambaffador, perfuaded of thefincerityofthe 
intentions of the king of France for the re-efta- 
bliftiment of peace, prevailed on Edelflieim to 
defer his departure for fome days, thatlus inter- 
rupted negotiation might be renewed. How 
great was the furprife of M. von Edellheim, on 
the morrow, to find himfelf arrefted by a lettre 
de cachet, and conduced to the Baftille ! 

Hither the duke de Choifeul came the fame 
day, and affured the prifoner he could find no 
better expedient to converfe freely with him, 
without giving umbrage to the Auftrian ambaf- 
fador, by whom he was clofeJy watched : he ad- 
ded that, this place being proper for fecret nego- 
tiation, he (hould willingly detain him there for 
the benefit of more frequent conference, and that 
he would fupply him with the means of fending 
his difpatches to the king with fafety and fpeed. 
F He 
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He afterward vented many complaints againft 
the Auftrian^ who fo clofely attended his fteps; 
ibr^ added he^ Scahremberg obtains intelligence 
concerning all perfons who have been employed 
in this negotiation by the king of Pruffia : a 
courier from Vienna has juft informed him of 
fvery thing that pafTes here. 

The purport of this indecent farce was tf 
feize the papers of EdeUheim, among which 
the duke hoped to find the king's inilruAions 
and projedts. He found nothing hut a letter elf 
credit, of which the king's emiflary had made 
no ufcj From this barren difcovery, the mi-» 
Bifter gained nothing but blufhes for his unjufli- 
liable condudt, M. von EdeUheim was releafed 
on the morrow, with orders to take the route 
to Turin, and quit the kingdom. 

Perhaps it will be thought we have been too 
circumftantial in defcribing this incident. Tq 
this we have in part been induced by its fingu- 
larity, but piore fo by the manner in which it 
cbaraderizes the court of Verfailks^ at that 
time. We cannot but obferve with what pre*- 
caution it avoided giving fufpicion to the court 
of Vienna ; and we are eafily perfuaded of the 
iubjecftion in which it was held by Auftria. 

The king's efEjits at Pcteriburg had no bct-» 
tcr fuccefs. A gentleman qf Holftein was there 

employedt 
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employed^ who had not fo much as an occafion 
to explain himfelf concerning the bulinefs with 
which he was charged. He was however treated 
with more miidnefs by the Ruffians than Edel-^ 
Iheim had been by the French. The mind of the 
cmprefs Elizabeth was too "much prejudiced ai^d 
embittered againft the king to be difabufed with 
&cility. She was governed by her favourite, 
who was governed by the court of Vienna. , All 
ihofe who furrounded her were at the devotion 
of France and Auftria. Flattered befide with 
the acquifition of the kingdom of Pruffia, which 
flie coniidered as annexed to Ruffia, (he would 
have imagined (he had loft every advanuge^ 
had (he entered into the leaft negotiation with 
the king. For thefe reafons every canal was 
ciofed, by which any iniinuations might reach 
her ear. 

While all poffible means were attempted, 
Denmark teftified a propenfity to fecond the 
king. The king of Denmark dreaded the in** 
creafe of Ruffian power> and its neighbourhood 
ftill more. It was known the Ruffians were 
preparing to beiiege Colberg ; which> (hould 
they take, would render them mafters of tht 
whole Baltic. Oppoiite as the prefent defignt 
of Ruffia were tlo the interefts of Denmark, the 
future prefented dangers ftill greater, becaufe 

F» rf 
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of the pretcniions of the grand diike of Ru£i 
to Schlcfwic, which this prince might e^xforcc 
when he (hould become emperor, and to which 
the beforc-mendoned neighbourhood woxdd 
add facility J while if a power, like that of 
Pruffia, were rflablifhed between Ruffia and 
Denmark, the projeA of a war in Holftein 
would become ahnoft impoflible, to a Rtiffian 
emperor, however puiffant. Confiderations fo 
grave induced the miniftry at Copenhagen to 
make fome overtures to the envoy of the king 
-H at that court. They began hy offering aid for 
the defence of Pomerania, of which offer timi* 
dity and incertitude foon made them repent. 
Terrified at the ftep tjiey had taken, and think'* 
ing only how to retreat, and break off the nfego* 
tiation, without giving the king caufe of offence, 
they fet fo high a price -on the proffered aid 
that they were morally certain it would not be 
accepted. 

. So many eflays at negotiation, with fo much 
il^ fuccefs, convinced the king that, in the pre- 
fefiit conjundture, he had nothing to hope from 
the courts of Europe. Paflion wa ftilltooim- 
{i^tuous, and the agitation it excited in the 
minds of men was too violent yet to be calmed* 
The king therefore only had two allies, valour 

and . 
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and pcrfcvcrance, by the aid of which he might 
Jionourably retire from a war fo difaftrou5. ^ 

There cabinet intrigues had no relation to 
armies, nor did they prevent the enemy from 
forming different enterprifes during the winter. 
The kiiffians, a part of whom were quartered 
in the environs of Neuftetin, planned the fur- 
prife of the town of Schwedt, where were 
prince Ferdinand, brother of the king, the 
margrave of Schwedt, and the prince ^of Wur- 
temberg. Prince Ferdinand had been gone 
fome days when the citizens. who mounted 
guard forgot to raife the bridge of the Oder, 
and fuflfered the CofTacks to pafs and take thic 
margrave and- the prince of Wurtemberg in the 
palace, whom they carried with them for the 
(pace of a mile, Thefe princes gave them an 
acknowledgement of being their prifoners. The 
^mprefs of Ruffiavhowever difapproved this aft, 
;uid would not hear of ranfom-. 

The war continued in Lufatia in defpitc of 
winter. We have related that the king de- 
tached a corps of cavalry toCoflHorf, under 
the command of Czetteritz, to obferve the mo- 
tions of Beck. The latter general attempted to^ 
furprife the Pruffians. Czetteritz was informed . 
of his intention, and haftened to his advanced 
ppfts, where he arrived juft as Bcclf came up- 
F 3 to 
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to the autack. The guards retreated to tUe 
main body^ and were purfued by the enemy. 
The horfe of Czetteritz fell, and he had the 
misfortune to be taken by the Aufbians. The 
cuirafliers of Schmcttau however fell on th? 
forces of Beck^ beat them^ and mi^e two hurir 
dred prifoners. I ihalLfpare the reader the; 
relation of numerous partifan aftions; which 
were the confequcnce of the fury with which 
this war was carried on^ and of the eagernefs of 
the petty officers to gain reputation. They 
were but preludes to the great events which 
were meditated by the Imperialifts and PruA 
(tans for the enfuing campaign^ 



CHAP. XII. 

The Campaign of 1760. 

^1^ H E king affumed the command of the 
X army in Saxony in the fpring. The mif- 
fortunes his troops had fuftajned, during the 
laft campaign, obliged him to recall two regir 
mcnts of dragoons from the army of the allies, 
to reinforce his cavalry. Prince Henry was 
toppofed to the Ruffians; the pafles of Land- 
|hut were committed to the protedion of gene-^ 
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ral Fouquet ; and the prince of Wurtcmbcrg 
commanded againft the Swedes. The ruinous 
ftate of his troops obliged him to employ them 
with great circumfpe&ion. Detachments were 
little proper at prefent : a clofe war was efpc- 
cially neceflary. The regiments ioft at the bat- 
tle of Maxen and the aftion fought by Die- 
recke had indeed been replaced^ during winter; 
but thefe were neither veterans nor troo^ fit for 
fervice : they were but for (hew. What might 
be effedted with a clufter of men^ the one half 
Saxon peafants, the other deferters, who were 
headed by officers engaged from neceffity, and 
becaufe no better were to be obtained ? Tlic 
regiments of infantry were indeed fo deficient 
in^ officer^ that their numbers were but as 
twelve to fifty-two, which laft was the number 
of ordinance. Still did not thele inconveniences 
prevent action, for aftion was requifite. In- 
ftead of complaining of the bad ftate of the 
troops, means were taken to refift the foe with 
additional vigour. 

Laudon had received the command of the 
army deftined for $ilefia, by order of the qourt 
ef Vienna. ThjS army was forty thoufand 
ftrong, and was to b? feconded in its operations 
by the Ruffians, whp were to incline along the 
Oder, as had been agreed by the two empreffes. 
F 4 Marflial 
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Marfhal Daun, who had been continued in the 
command of the principal army, was to affem- 
ble his troops in Saxony. This perhaps was to 
return into Silcfia and conclude the conqueft of 
that province, while the prince de Dcuxponts;, 
whom he meant to leave at Drefden, was to 
clear Saxony with the troops of the circles, and 
expel the few Pruflians that might ftill remain. 

The great number of enemies who preffed 
the king on every fide, the plan they had 
formed to clofe and concentrate their .forces 
during the campaign, the feeble date of his 
own army after the recent lofles he had fuf^ 
fered, all led him to apprehend the coming 
year would be more fatal than the preceding 
one had been. Attempts however were made 
to reftore courage and confidence to the foldiers 
by imaginary diverfions, news of which they 
fhould foon hear, by pjibliChing favourable pre- 
didiofis, and by every other means admiffible 
for the abufe of the vulgar. 

On the 25 th of April, the king entered the 
-. camps of Schlcttau and the Katzenhaeufer, The 
numerous villages found in this country per- 
mitted him to put the greateft part of the army 
into cantonments, and this was the firft repofc 
4hc men enjoyed. General Laudon, whom we 
left at Olmutz, entered Upper Silefia about 

the 
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the fame time. His cavalry attacked general 
Goltz, who retired to Neuftadt, that he might 
funjier retreat to Neifs. The Manteufel rcgi* 
ment of infantry fought during the whole march 
againft four regiments of Auftrian cavalry, who 
vainly endeavoured to make an impreffion on 
them. Laudon failed in his attempt : he left 
Draikowitz with fix thoufand men at Neuftadt, 
and took the road tb Bohemia with tlie remain- 
der of his troops. Draikowitz finding himfelf 
chief, was defirous of acquiring undivided fame. 
He had intelligence that a battalion of the regi- 
ment of Mofel ^as on the march from Land- 
thut to Neifs. This he attacked with all his 
cavalry. The battalion defended itfelf courage- 
oufly, fuftained no lofs, killed many of his 
men, and entered the fortrefs of Neifs trium- 
phant. General Forcade, detached into Po- 
merania againft the Ruffians, had advanced 
with three corps to obferve them ; that of Pla- 
ten at Schievelbein, that of Grabow at Coeilin, 
and that of Gablenz at Greifenberg. Prince 
Henry, who was commander in chief of all 
thcfc forces, was then at Sagan, where be 
had aflfembled the detachments of Goltz and 
Schmettau. * He then found it convenieni to af- 
fume a pofition which might better enable him 
t9 oppofe the plans of the Ruffians. Marching 

to 
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to Frankfort, he fcnt orders to Forcadc to re- 
pair to Landlberg, which was the general 
rendezvous of that army. 

During the Junction of thefe troops (May), 
Laudon traverfed the county of Glatz, and 
penetrated into Silefia with two corps ; paiSng 
with one by Silberberg to Reichenbachj where 
he was joined by the other, that took the road 
of Patfchkau, Fouquet, informed of this mo- 
tion, imagined the enemy meant to attack 
Brcilau ; he therefore quitted the paflcs of 
Laddfhut, and inclined to Canth, The Au- 
ftrians immediately profited by his abfence, and 
fent detachments to take pofleffion of the pofts 
of GriiTau and Landfhuc. Laudon himfelf 
returned with his army into the county of Glatz 
(June) and blockaded the town of that name. 

Fouquet, perceiving by the fudden return of 
the Auftrian troops that he had been deceived, 
marched back to Landlhut, where he had little 
trouble in diilodging the foe. His intention 
was to preferve the paffes of Bohemia, and 
wait a reinforcement to enter the county of 
Glatz through Braunau, and oblige the enemy 
to raife the fiege of the capital. He encamped 
on the hills : his right occupied that of Blaff- 
dorf, his left the Dodtorberg. This ground 
to be well guarded required thrice his number 

of 
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of troops> aQ() he wa$ lef$ than ever enabled to 
pccupy it after having detached general Ziethen» 
with four battalions^ to fecure his communication 
with Schweidnitz^ at the Zeiflenberg. 

'No fogncr was Laudon informed of the poli- 
don of the Fruffians^ near Landlhut, than he 
left, twelve thoufand men at Glatz^ to continue 
die blockade, and with the main body paiTed 
through Johannefberg and Wuftengieridorf, 
^nd encamped at Schwarzwalde^ whence he 
diflodged the huflars of Malachowfky, who 
there held a pod of information. It was a ifine 
opportunity of acquiring fame at fmall expence* 
Laudon, oppofed by eight thou&nd Pruffians, 
came to the attack with twenty-eight thoufand 
AuArians ; but, to make fecurity doubly fecure, 
he was determined to add ftratagem to ftrength. 

On the night of the 23d he (eized on two 
heights, on which was the right of general Fou* 
quct. Thcfe important hills empowered him 
to eftablifh batteries which (hould take the 
Pruffians in flank and rear, Fouquet valiantly 
defended his remaining poils. After fuffering 
great lofs, he perceived a column of Auflrian 
cavalry in full march to cut off his retreat* 
On this he abandoned his hills, and formed his 
^lfantry into a fquarc, with which he marched 
to gain the road of Bolkenhayn. His troops had 

confumed 
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ionfumed almoft all their powder. The Au* 
ftrian cavalry attacked, and was fevcral times 
fcpulfed* After a noble and generous defence, 
the fquare was broken by the enemy. Fouquet 
received two wounds ; and, with the greateft 
part of his troops, was taken. He had defend- 
ed hiaifelf from two in the morning to ten in^ 
the forenoon ; and, far from fufFering in his re- 
putation, Co long and fo well* eftablifhed, it 
was increafed by this aft of bravery, which 
furniflied an example of what valour and forti- 
tude may effeft againft numbers, be then* fu- 
periority what it may. This battle may beft be 
compared to that of Leonidas at the ftreights of 
Thermopylae; the fate of both was nearly the 
fame. 

The whole corps was not taken : the Gerf- 
'dorf huffars and the dragoons of Platen cut their 
way through the enemy, and efcaped with fif- 
teen hundred foot, whom they brought to Bref- 
lau. General Ziethen after this misfortune 
quitted the Zeiflenberg, and threw himfelf into 
Schweidnitz, to avoid a fate fimilar to that of 
Fouquet. , The Auftrians made a barbarous ufe ^ 
of vidory, and pillaged the town of Landfhut, 
by order of the generals, who applauded their 
cxceffes and cruelties. The favage and furious 
z foldier. 
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fbldier^ encouraged in. crimes and robfaerieSji 
(parcd none but the ugly and the poor* 

The firft news the king received in Saxon]^ 
was tljat of the blockade pf Glatz. Thift 
but added to his prefent embarraflm«nt. I( 
was, as painful- to abandon that pl^ce^. \)rhich ia 
a kind of key to Sileiia) as it was impoffible to 
afford iLaid^ After the lofs of that.foptreft^ ij^ 
might be ej(pe£ted that the defiles of Silefia aiuL 
Boheofiia no more could be held; for the Au^ 
fbians^ once n^afters of the pafTes of Silberberg- 
apd Wartha^t might fall upon the rear of the 
trppps that (bould occupy the hills; and no! 
pofition propef to cover that province would, 
any longer remain. To quit Saxony would be 
equally dangerous. Should the king repair to 
Silefia^ with a part of his forces^ thofe that 
(hould remain in. Saxony would ri& deftruftion, 
from the great fupcriority of numbers among 
the Imperialifta: 

It therefore appeared that nothing bettCK 
could be imagined than to adt fo as^ by under<^ 
^king to march into Silefia^ the king might 
<lraw after hiip marfhal Daun. Yet; this expe* 
dient was attended with danger ; fince it neceC* 
farily expofed the king to put himfclf between 
Laudon, who was already in Silefia, and the 
army of marlhal Daiin^ which as it might be , 

fuppofed 
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fuppofed would keep pace with him. The de^ 
feat of Fouquet was not known ; and the king^ 
imagining he might join him, preferred march- 
ing into Silefia to any other projeft. To this 
effeft he caufed that part of the army which he 
dcftined for this expedition Co croTs the Elbe. 
A badge was c^nftrufted at Zehren, aad the 
river was crofled <m the 15th of June. The 
troops were joined on the oppofite (hore by the 
prince of Holftein, who brought the two regi- 
ments of dragoons that had ferved in die anny 
of the allies. The detachments of general 
Lafcy all retreated toward Reichenberg at the 
approach of the Pruffians, who took the camp 
of Zehaila, oppofite general Holfen, whofe 
corps had remained at Meiflen; and bridges 
were diligently thrown over the Elbe for the 
communication of the two corps. From Zehaila 
the king marched to Radebefg. On his march 
he come to the camp of general Lafcy, covered 
. by four regiments of Saxon dragoons, annexed 
to the detachment he commanded. The Pruf- 
lian van-guard purfued, and took four hun- 
dred men $ the remainder fled in confufion to 
take refuge with the main body, imder Lafcy» 
who had halted at the foot of the heights of 
Bookfdorf and Reichenberg, near a village 
named Berbigfdorf. 

4 The 
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The Prufiian army made difpofitions to attack 
Lafcy on the morrow. The arrival of general 
Hulfen was w^uted for, whom the king had 
ordered to join him with a part of his forces, 
and who could not be at the camp of Radeberg 
before eveningfK On the morrow the face of 
affairs had changed* Mari(hal Daun had palled 
the Elbe at Drcfden, with his army, which 
occupied the camp of Bockfdorf and Reichen- 
berg, Lafcy, during the night, had quitted 
Berbigfdorf, to cover the right of marfhal Daun, 
in the poiition of Laufa. The king occupied 
the ground the enemy had left, and |daced 
Krockow, with three regiments ofhuflars, two 
of dragoons, and two free battalions, round 
Berbigfdorf. Lafcy atucked them, on the 
following night, without fuccefs. The Prut 
jEans in return made fbme attempts upon him, 
but thefe were produftive only of reciprocal 
ajarms. 

Here the intelligence was received of the 
difafter that had happened to general Fouquet. 
This misfortune rendered the affairs of Silefia 
defperate. The army pf the king, which no 
^longer had any forage at Radeberg, ailumed the 
camp of Gros Dobritz. Krockow took three 
hundred prifoners, that formed p^xt of a detach- 
ment, coming by the road of Moritzbourg, 

with 
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with an intent to &11 on the baggage of the 
army ; but what were three hundred prifoners 
compared to fo many entire corps which tho 
king had loft ? The calamity of Landftiut was 
fo unexpefted that it deranged the meg,fures the 
king wiflied to take, at a moment fo critical. 
He was now lefs than ever able to quit Saiony; 
at leaft unlefs accompanied by marfhal Daun, if 
he would not lofe his few remaining troops in 
detail. 

The Imperi^lifts could not begin their mo*- 
tions before the arrival of the troops of the cir- 
cles, the march of whom was retarded by the 
dilatorinefs of the prince de Deuxponts. At 
length they came (July), and were left by mar- 
Ihal Daun at Windberg, Hulfcn renjained at 
Meiffen, -and both armies began their march, 
for Silefia, on the fame day. The Impcrialifts 
pafled through Bifchcrfiswerder, whence they de- 
tached Lafcy to the Keulenberg, to cover their 
lett flank. The king direfted his route through 
Crakau, refolving to make an attempt on 
Lafcy, who did not expedt him there. The 
Pruffians occupied Koniglberg : and the fame 
evening the army began its march, in four 
columns, two on each fide of the rivulet of 
JPulfnitz. The van-guard fell on the light 
troopf of the. enemy^ This roufed general 

Lafcy, 
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Lafcy, who efeiped too haftily to be overtaken; 
Scarcely two hundred men of his rear-guard 
were made prifoncrsi The irrpy paffed the 
hight on the Keulenbergi and on the morrow 
the Auftriarls And Pruffians kfept pace With each 
other* The former paffed Bautzen, and en- 
camped hear Jurck ; and the latter at the cx)n* 
vent of Mdrienfchcini^ On the 6th, marfhal 
Dauh gained Gorlitz, arid the Pruffians Nieder- 
juilck. There wa^ ^ Ikirmifli between th0 
redNguslrd and the Auftrians, in the environs of 
Bautateii^ at the paffage of the Spree, Major 
2etmar^ of the huffars, imprudently croffed a 
bridge where he mufl: have fuftained lofs, had 
lie not been timely fupported by the king> 
The ritrer Was afterward pafled according to 
rule, and fome captures made on the enemy. 

The heat on that day was fo exceffive that 
eighty men dropped dead on the march. The 
lofs of the Auftrians was equals if not greater ; 
for they made a fonger march. Lafcy liad 
found time to recover froiti his confternation 
' after the affair of the Keulenberg. He had col- 
lefted his troops, and propofed to retard die 
march of the king, by continually haraffing his 
rear-guard. His fcouts, imagining the Im- 
perialifts had encamped at Bautzen, were taken 
13 by 
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by the Praffian patroks. This gave birth tp th« 
projed of falling fuddenly on the Ularis, and 
intimidating them fo far. as to make them no 
longer defirous of approaching the army of the 
king. They were pofted at Salzforfticn, i mile 
from the camp. Two regiments of huflars, and 
two of dragoons, were commanded to put this 
plan in execution* Misfortune would have k 
that the horfe were gone to foraige, and inftead 
of four thoufand fcarccly fifteen- hundred coukj 
be coUefted ; this however did not prevent the 
king from profecuting his plan. The Ulans 
were charged, and at the firft (hock loft four 
hundred men. Thpy were hotly purfued to 
Godiau. Zetmar, who was not always the 
mafter of his own valour, paffed this defile : the 
king was obliged to fupport him, becaufe that 
the whole cavalry of Lafcy, who encamped at 
Rothen-Nauflitz, was already come up by 
parties. Zetmar however was retrieved from 
danger. The Pruflian cavalry began to retreat 
toward Bautzen, but they retreated flowly. 
The king, apprehending the fuperiority of the 
enemy might gain fpme advantage over the 
Pruflians, fent a battalion from the garrifon of 
Bautzen with cannon. This order was very 
feafonably executed, for the enemy began to 
purfue the fquadrons, which were inconfufion, 

till 
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till relieved by the artillci'y. Lafcy then re- 
turned with his men td Rothen-Naullitz, as did 
the Pruffiah cavalry to the camp. 

It now became neceffary to determine either 
to follow marlhal Daiin into Silefia, or, in full 
force, to fall on Lafcy, to be rid of him at once; 
for the rear-guard would have been more em- 
Barrafled, on its march into Silefia, by him than' 
by the enemy that faced the army. This was 
therefore refblved on ds the moft certain ftep; 
for (hould it be fuccefsful it might lead to things 
more important. 

* On the evening of the 8th, the army affem- 
bled at Schrholeii. Inftead of taking the road 
to Gorlitiz, as was given out, it fuddenly turned 
on Rothen-Nauflitz, and every where met with 
the ftriggleiis of Lafcy. A pproaching Bifchofs- 
^erdferi his rear-guard . became more clofely 
prefled ; and, in defpite of all his vigilance and 
the quicknefs of his motions, he was driven be- 
yond the defiles of Harta, where the army of 
the king pafled the night. On the morrow he 
was purfoed to the heights of Weiflig, where 
batteries were placed to diflodge him from the 
. White Stag, The arfillery had not made two 
difcharges before the infantry gained this poft, 
from which the corps of Lafcy was feen in fult 
flighty which repaJOTed the Elbe ^t Drefden. 

G z Th« 
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The fituation of the king was fueb that i^ 
was necdOfaty to undertake every thing, and to^ 
run every rifle, chat he might obtain fome fa* 
periority over the enemy. The firft idea that 
ftruck him was to pafs the Elbe at Caditz. 
This operation muft be combined with various^ 
indifpenfablc preparatives to enfure fuccefs;^^ 
and^ as in fuch a cafe k was beft to infpire the 
enemy with numeroiis fears, the king extended 
his left toward Pilnit^ feigning to conftruft a 
bridge tbere^ while a detachment of the army 
feized on the poft of Fifchhaus, and on that of 
Reichenberg ; mean while general Hulfen, ac- 
cording to orders, advanced to Brifnitz, .fend* 
ing his bridge before him from Meiflcn. 

Not however totally to lofe flight of marfhal, 
Daun, five hundred huflars were detached ta 
the Weificnberg, and toward Reichenbach, to 
obferve his motions and fend intelligence. The 
different meafures taken were not perfeftly ar- 
ranged before the 13 th. Hulfen on his march 
had made four hundred prifpners. The king, 
after paffing- the Elbe, joined him, leaving the 
duke of Holftein with about ten thoufand , mecr 
on the Drachenberg, scar Caditz* Thefe 
manoeuvres gave the alarm to the army of the; 
circles, as well as to that of general Lafcy : they 
feared left a corps fhould pafs. the Elbe at 

Pilnitz, 
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Pilnitz, and fall on their rear, while the king 
fliouid attack them in front ; for which reafon 
they haftily quitted their camp at Plauen by 
night, and retreated, Lafcy to Grofs-Sedelitz, 
and the prince de Deuxponts to Dohna. The 
king immediateiy formed lines of circumvalla- 
tion round Drefden, determining to befiege the 
city. This was a fudden thought ; and, as fuch 
an enterprife had not been fuppofed poffible, no 
preparations had been made. He pofted the 
troops frori> Grunau to Racki^itz. The pandours 
propofed to maintain their ground in the grand 
garden ; but they were expelled, and the fub- 
urb of Pima was carried, where the enemy 
made but a fcebl? and effeminate defence. AH 
the artillery and ammunition, that could be 
haftily collcfted for the fiege, confifted in twelve 
mortars, twelve hundred bombs, twenty twelve^ 
pounders, and four thoufand balls. Every 
thing proceeded with fo much expedition that 
fafcines, madriers, and whatever was nGceflary 
for a fiege were prepared. The greater hopes of 
fuccefs were entertained becaufe the firft bat- 
teries might be erefted in the chief moat of the 
city, and becaufe that, near the garden of the 
countefs Mofcinfka, an old intrenchment feemed 
made expreffly for a parallel, and on which to 
cred a ricochet battery.- The prince of Hoi- 
G3 fteinj 
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ftcin, on the other fide of the Elbe, was oblig^ 
to make a falfe attack on the new town, where 
he could only employ field pieces, and fomc 
howitzers. Though the governor Maquirc 
had a garrifon of fix thouland men in Drefdeny 
it wa^ ftill hoped that he woul^d rather furrendei' 
than fufFer this capital to be reduced to aflies. 
He was fummoned and refufed* The city was 
then attacked on the fide of the gate of Pirna.' 
Had the king been well ferved, on this ocqa- 
fion, Drefden muft have been taken ; but the 
officers, engineers, and gunners were emulous 
who fliould commit the moft faults. The bat- 
teries however were completed. Some chaf- 
feurs were placed in th6 old houfes of the fub-* 
urb which overlooked the rampart, and this 
they prefently freed fix)m thofe who appeared 
in its defence. The artillery began to efFedt a 
breach, A bomb fet the roof of the church of, 
the holy crofs on fire : it fell and laid the whole 
quarter in ruins. Another bomb fet the ftreet 
of Pirna in flames, which was nearly confumed : 
<M:hers fdl in the ftreet of the palace, and did 
no lefs damage. A thoufand additional bombs, 
and a thoufand more quintals of powder, muft 
have terminated the fiege with glory. 

it wis apparently written in the bool^ of fat? 
that the Pruflians fhould not recover Drefden. 
' • .... - Advice 
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Advice was foon received th^ marftial Daun 
had fuddenly quitted Silefia, and v/as haftily 
advancing to the fuccour ot Drefden. On his 
approach the poft of the White Stag was abant 
sdoned; but, before they quitted this height, the 
light troops very unfeafonably anaufed them- 
^Ives, and were attacked ia the forefl, beiide 
the Fifchhaus, where they loft about five hun-? 
dred meo . The prince of Holftein was ordered 
ro pafs the Elbe, the fame night; and a pofi-r 
tion ^as marked out for him between Lepta and 
Uckerfdorf. As foon as marihal Daun drew 
near the other Ihore of the Elbe, it was abfo- 
lutely neceffary to have a corps in the vicinage 
of Uckerfdqrf, to preferve the pafs of Plauen 
free, and deprive the enemy of any wifli to dif- 
pute this defile. 

The king at the fame time changed his camp. 
One part of the army encamped opppfite gene- 
ral Lafcy, and the prince de Deu^ponts; the 
other took poft on the fide of the grand garden 
(where abatis were thrown up) and extended 
beyond Racknitz, near Plauen. Marihal Daun 
foon appeared on the White Stag, and covered 
with his army the oppofite flvore of the Elbe, 
behind, and on the fides of Drefden. The 
night of the ltd he fent fixteen battalions to, 
pajj:e a fally on the Pruflians, in the fubuyb 
G 4 of 
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of Pirna. For thU the kmg wa$ prcparwl; he 
had difpofed of the ti^oop$ fo as to give thd 
enemy a proper reception. The fally was made^ 
wd the Auftrians were repulfed j they loft threo 
hundred men, with general Nugent their com* 
mander, A battalion of Bernburg, that had 
not done its duty at this iiege, was punifbcd by 
the difgrace of not b^jng aUowed to wear thQ 
^bre. A (hame like this is felt by every (bl* 
dier who has any fenfe of honour, and the im-* 
preflioa was favourable to the amiy; it gave 
the difgraced troop a d^fire to repair its error^ 
which it found oecafion to do ZL the bactle of 
Lignitz, as we (hall relate in its place. 

It feemed to be Angularly dcftined that the 
ftnall advantages the Pruflians (hould gain, dur- 
ing this campaign, were to be counter-balanced 
by heavy lofles. General Nugent, who had 
been taken at the fally, informed the king that 
the town qf Glatz had furrendered tp general 
Harfch. However incredible the iiews might 
appear, confirmation of its truth was foon re- 
ceived from Silefia, On the night between tho 
aift and 22d Harfch had opened the trenches 
before that place. The gov-ernor D'O had a 
garrifon of five battalions,, with every kind of 
ammunition, and provifions to maintain a long 
ficgc. The enemy had fuppprx^d his firft pa- 
rallel 
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lillel m Schcrlcndorf, near the Nciflc, 'whenccr^ 
making the tour of the Lower town and caftle^ 
it exte^ed and fupported it$ left by the hoxife 
of baron Pilatti Harfch prepared to make two 
attacks ; the one on the lower towxi^ near the 
Bohemian gate, and the other on the caftle, 
upon the Field-Thor. Scarcely were fomc 
cannon ereftcd into batteries before the befiegors 
iviflned to diHodge the beficged, from an arrow 
that had been named the Crane, becaufe of its 
long form and narrow neck. This work, dug 
|n the rock, required only to be defended to 
impede the enemy for weeks* But no fooner 
did the Auftrians (hew themfeives for the attack 
than the befieged gave ground, and fled through 
the barrier. The enemy hotly purfued : thofe 
who defended the covert way, inftead of firing, 
cfcaped over the bridge into the ravelin. Tho^ 
Auftrians entered with them pell-mell. Harfch, 
perceiving what palled, fent fame battalions 
from his trenches to fupport the firft corps. 
In fine, the Auftrians took the place, without 
well knowing how, and aliiioft without refift^ 
ance. The governor, who was in the low town, 
hearing the noife haftened to the caftle; but it 
was already taken; and, as by its fituation it 
overlooks the works of the Schaeferberg and the 
Jow town, the Pruffians had no longer any afy- 

lum 
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|um for defence. This (hameful event, mc^ 
dilhonourable to the Prtiffian ai^ms, \iras the 
confequence of a fecret negotiation which Lau- 
don had long been preparing, through the in- 
tervention of the Jefijits, monks, and the whola 
Catholic tribe of priefts. By their means, h^ 
had corrupted fomc officers and many foldier^ 
of the garrifon; among whom were thofe on 
guard {It the pl^ce where Harfch made his at- 
tack. 

An incident fo fatal happened at a conjunc-» 
ture which was of itfelf fufficiently embarraiEng 
and afflicting. The approach of marihal Daun,' 
his pofition hear new Drefden, and the want of 
ammunition for 3^ fiege, obliged the king to re- 
nounce the defign he had of feizing that city, 
and to take ferious n>eafures haftily to repair to 
Silefia; that he might, if poffible, impede cata- 
ftrophes ftill more deftruftive than thofe we havQ 
related, which elfe migh; happen in that pro- 
vince. On the 30th, the king forfook the bot- 
tom of Plauen, without being difturbed by the 
enemy, and recalled Hulfen to the camp of 
Meiffen. The army paffed the Elbe, on the 
ill of Auguft, at Zehren; and took its pofition 
at Dallwitz. Marfhal Daun fearing after what 
^ad happened that, (hould he quit Drefden, the 
ji^ruffians would again commence' the fiege, fo 

>bljr: 
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^bly condufted his march and motions, accord* 
ing to thofe of the king, that the two armi^ 
were almoft: continually in the prefcpce of each 
other. The Axiftrians took the grand road to 
GorUtz. The Pruffians kept pace; they pafled 
the Reder at Roitfch, and the Spree at Radi- 
l)or ; and, as the enemy had advanced to Reicl:}- 
entach, to make the (borteft cut, they paffed 
jiear the Schqnber^ and the Rothkretfchau. A 
ftranger perceiving the motions of the two ar- 
mies might have been deceived; he certainly 
would have judged they both were under one 
commander. The army of marfhal Daun would 
feem to him to be the van-guard, that of the 
l^ruffians the mai^ battle, and the corps of Lafcy 
the rear. The latter, become more circuna- 
ipedt, and fearing fpme vexatious accident, was 
careful not to approach the Pruffians witliin a 
diftance of three miles. * 

This journey had its utility; for, a.s tl;ie army 
was' immediately ftationed between Daun and 
Lafcy, an aid du camp of the marftial bringing 
him letters was taken. News was obtained from' 
the packet of ail that had paffed in 3ilefia. 
The defigns of the m'arlhal for the campaign 
were clearly developed, concerning which he in 
diefe difpatches confulted general Lafcy. The 
Intelligence from Silefi^ indicated that Laudon 
*-• ^ ^ ' ' ' • • *" had 
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had attacked Breflau, and that prince Henry 
had obliged him to raifc the fiege. The affair 
happened thus : 

His royal highnefs had marched to Landf- 
berg, where obferving that the motions of the 
Ruffians were all direded toward Silefia, he 
quitted the new March, and inclined, by the 
road of ZulKchau, to the environs of Glogau^ 
in confequence of advice which he had re- 
ceived that the Auftrians and Ruffians were 
to meet on an appointed day at Breflau, at once 
to inveft the capital on each fide of the Oder, 
The execution of this projcft was for two rea* 
fons altered ; firft the tardinefs of the Ruffians, 
who fcarcely had arrived at Pofen; and in the 
next place, by the fucccfs of Laudon, as well 
againft Fouquet as at the fiege of Glatz. Lau- 
don, having no more enemies to face, imagined 
himfelf in fufficient force to reduce Breflau, 
without the aid of the Ruffians, Thither he 
marched, and bombarded the city, a part of 
which was reduced to aflies. 

Prince Henry, informed of this attack, has- 
tily marched on the two fides of the Oder. 
Werner, at the head of the van-guard of one of 
his columns, beat a corps of obfervation, which 
the enemy Lad fent forward toward Parchwitz, 
and ruined the regiment of dragoons of the arch- 
duke 
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chik€ Jofeph. This accident, added to the ap* 
proaqh of his royal highnefs, difpofed Laudoa 
to raife the fiege of Breflau, which had been de- 
fended by the governor Tauenzien with forti- 
tude and fagacity. A part of the foburbs was fa- 
crificed in the defence, and obliged to be burnt. 
Here prince Henry arrived on the fame day 
that Laudon had retired to Canth, and the 
Ruffians had marched to Hund&feld. The prince 
detached Platen and Thadden to Fceywalde, 
where they intrenched themfelves, in a pofition 
which they affumed, to cover the Polifh fuburb 
of BreHau againfi: the attempts of the Coffacks. 

The odier part of the letter of marflial Daun, 
which contained his plans for the campaign^ 
related to the queftion whether it would be mod 
advantageous to undertake the fiege of Schweid- 
nitz or of Neifs. He concluded by informing 
general Lafcy that there was no need to hurry 
himfclf, or to fatigue his troops; fince his ar- 
rival a day fooner or later was of n« importance* 

After having intercepted this courier, the 
army of the king continued its march to Arnf- 
dorf, and arrived on the morrow at Rothwafler, 
and at Bunzlau on the 7 th of Auguft; while 
mar(hal Daun^ in the mean rime, had gained 
Lowenberg. The two armies, which in five 
days had paffed over a trafl: extending from the 

z Elbe 
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Elbe to the Bober, were obliged to take fomtf 
rcpofe. T^cy continued their march on thri 
9th, with very diffireiit intentions* The king 
was oBligiSd to rentfw his fubfiftenci. t*6r this 
purpofe he wilhed to ^afcin Brcflau or Schweid- 
nitz, in which were the grand magazines of the 
arm'yJ The fupplics he had with him were not 
more than fiifficierit for ten days, Tke defign 
of the marflial was to take a pofition, behind the 
Kat:^bach, by which he might at once cut off 
the king from Breflau and Schweidnitz. This 
would oblige the latter cither to Engage with 
difadvantage, againft fuperiour powers, or to fall 
back toward Glogau, by which he would have 
afforded an opt)ortunity to the Auftrians and 
Ruffians to deftroy the army of prince Henry; 
and take Breflau and Schweidnitz. 

Views fo oppofite muft neccflarily produce 
ftrange contrafts in the operations of the two 
armies, as we foon (hall perceive. The king; 
paft contradiftion, was guilty of a miftake in 
inclining toward Goldbergs whither marflial 
Daun intended to march with his whole army^ 
The Pruffians ought to have fent a detachment 
to that fide, and to have haftened with their 
forces by Lowenberg, to Hirfchbcrg, to ruin 
the bakery and the very confiderable magazine 
of provifions, cftabliftied there by the Auftrians. 

Hence 
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Hence they had only to pafs through Landftiut, 
and gain Schweidnitz. This manoeuvre would 
have obliged the enemy, without a battle, to 
retreat among the mountains of Bohemia, there 
to obtain bread and fubfiftence. The true rea- 
fon why this attempt was not made was a total 
ignorance that the Imperialifts had magazines 
at Hirfchberg; which was not known till 
afterward. 

' The king departed with his van-guard for 
Goldberg. The huflars and free battalions that 
were to join him did not come up; whether it 
happened from miftake, indolence, or other 
reafons. . The corps that the king conducted, 
approaching Goldberg, perceived a body of the 
enemy, which might amount to ten thoufand 
men. A Ikirmifh infenfibly began, which Hop- 
ped the van-guard ; for in this fituation it would 
have been imprudent to pafs the Katzbach, be- 
taufc that the margrave Charles, who led the 
army, was ftill diftant, and there was no cer- 
tainty of the place where general Laudon then 
was. Befide that marihal Daun was in full 
march. The latter was fcen dcfcending the 
heights of Lowenberg, prccifely when the van 
of the margrave Charles joined the van-guard. 
The Auftrians immediately extended behind 
the Katzbach, from Seiferdau, through Prauf- 
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nitZj cowa»i Zdfhitz. This motion obl^^d 
the Pruflians to keep die rivulet in their fronts 
and they eocamped at Hohcndort From thii 
village the corps gf Laudon was diicovered^ 
which had joined the right of the army of Daun* 
Reconnoitring parties were fent on all iktes, to 
examine whether thb paflages lower down the 
Katzbach were in like manner guarded. The 
oiEcer, ordered to execute this commiffion, re-^ 
ported they had difcovered a corps of the enemy 
at Hochkirch, another on the height of W^^ 
fhidt> and a third behind Parchwitz. 

On the morrow, marChal Daun began to 
march ; and filled the ground wirh his whole 
army^ which had Only been indicated, or traced 
out, by thefe detachments, the principal pofts 
of which they had but occupied. This army 
was thus diftributed. Nauettdorf encamped af 
Parchwitz; Laudon between Jefchendorf and 
Kofchwitz ; the marfhal between Wahlftadt and 
Jefchendorf; and Beck, who formed the lefi^ 
extended even beyond Coffendau. This ad-* 
vantageous poiition of the enemy, paft all doubt^ 
forbade the paflage of the Katzbach to the Pruf» 
fians. The king neverthelefs followed, and en-« 
camped his J^igbt at Schimmelwitz, and his left 
at Lignitz. He welt underftood that with thirty 
thoufand men, who ^onftituted the chief ftrengtb 

of 
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%f Iris army, it was but littlfe proper to ):6mbat 
iiinety rhoulaid ; to which number the force of 
the enemy, at leaft, 4irioUnt(ed. In this fitua- 
tion he couid inlagihe iio better e:tpedifent thiin 
that of imitating the cohdtift of a partifan, who 
tiightly Viries his pofition 'that he may efcapc 
the mi^oitun'es iA army 'might bring on him, 
ihould h6 Want a(ftivity arid vigilance. This 
bdcame tt neceflary and important attention, 
ircHn the quantity df combined difficulties which, 
t6 obtain fucceTs; muft Be furmountcd. The 
fafety of th^ army required i change of pofts; 
yet thfe progrefs df an en8my thrice its ftrengtk 
tnuft b^ ftdpped ; dnd this fiiperior army muft 
be continually fecedi that it might riot turn oti 
^rinci!^ Mettry> who already had to make head 
againft an ai-my of eighty thoufand Ruffians* 
So mtmy purpofes could only be efFefted by 
frequent chattgc of pofiUon ; without, at any 
time^ being at too great a diftance from the 
ttnert[iy; Thus was the marihal deluded; the 
tamp dflumed was reconnoitred; his difpofi- 
tions were made; but, when they Were to be 
^Ut into execution, he no longer found his 
foe, and thefe formalities were again to irecom- 
knente* In a word, time was thus gained; and, 
its force was found i6 be wanting, addrefs and 
Vigilance muft fupply the deficiency. 

H I5 
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In confequcncc of tiiis plan, the anny of ih€ 
king began its march on the night of the loth- 
His intention was to turn the enemy by Jauer, 
to gain Schwcidriitz. 'When the troops were in 
the vicinity of Hohendorf, information was re- 
ceived that Lafcy had arrived at Praufnitz, and 
this was confirmed by fomc prifoners. As it was 
impoffible to pafs the Katzbach, in prefence of 
this corps, and of the batteries the enemy had 
cftabliftied on the banks of the rivulet, the army 
^ was obliged to recede as far as Goldberg. This 
circuit gave Lafcy fufficient time to retire, and 
to inform Daun of the Pruflian manoeuvre. The 
tinevennefs of the country was ufeful to general 
Lafcy, on that occafion, ably to efcape the me- 
ditated attack. He loft his baggage indeed^ 
but marfhal Daun with the grand army arrived 
in time for his fupport. Taking poft at Hen- 
nerfdorf, he could cover Jauer, and cut off the 
Pruffians from the road of Schweidnitz. Gene- 
rals Laudon and Nauendorf ftill remained in 
their former camp; as if marflial Daun had 
confided to them the defence of the Katzbach, 

The Pruflian army, impeded by four or five' 
defiles, that it had to pafe, arrived late in face 
©f the enemy. Wied was obliged to take poft 
at Praufnitz, to guard the defile tliat was in the 
rear of the kft of the king, and the army en- 
camped 
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tatiiped at Seichaii: This falfe polttiort was 
fexprefsly taken to deceive the enemy : the one 
teally chofen wis a Kiihdried paces in the rear. 
There was ho riik ih taking pofi at Seichau, 
tecaufe thit the dther iftrong camp might be 
inftahtly aflunicd. Oh the morrow fome troopi 
were detached to Pdmfen, to attenipt to turn 
the enemy, by fcakirig the route df Jaegcrndorfi 
kmorig the mountains; tut Beck was there al- 
ready, with a confiderable corps, fo that it was 
thought improper to undertake tiiis march. 
The crofs roads among thefe mountains are fo 
iiarrdw that the provifioh waggons, which were 
loaded, ahd the heavy artillery, never could 
have paffed: 

The king, oh the inorroW, occupied the tops 
bf thb hills; notwithftanding, and polled his 
bodps. A body oi deferters; that came in, 
unanimoufly iffirmcd orders had been given iti 
their ckmp for the inen to hold themfelves in 
i-eadinefs to atta^ck the Pniffians, toward noon. 
Accordingly the Auftfiaris were feen in order 
of battle, belbre^ their place of arms; and, in 
fconfeqiience of the motion the king made with 
his troops^ the enemy was not only obferved to 
return to the camp, but the generals prefently 
Appeared, who feemed till the dofe of night 
Very attentively to obferve th€l Pruffians. Had 
Hi the 
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the king remained in his pofition all nigraf^ 
he would indubitably have been atucked hf 
break of day, on the morrow. Though his 
pofition was good, it would have been too ha-^ 
zardous to remain there j and he had to dread 
falling by the number of his enemies. He de- 
parted by night; the troops returned on the 
road to Lignitz, to occupy the damp they had 
left the day before. Marfhal iJaun had no in- 
formation o£ this mirch, and made no ifiotiori* 
The prince of HoIftiBin, who ted the left of the 
cavalry, loft his road in tfie dark, and confufed 
the miarch of the other columns, which were 
not reftored to order till day-light appeared. 
Had the Auftrians attacked the king In this mo- 
ment of Gonftifion, they muft have been fuc- 
cefsful ; but concerning this they did not trou- 
ble themfelves. The troops peaceably pafled 
the Katzbach (the 13 th) and the army encoun- 
tered no other danger but that of a warm can- 
nonade, as they fkirted the detachments of JLan- 
don, at Coflendau and Dohna. 

Some few hours after the Pruflians had eredV- 
ed their tents, D'aun and his army appeared fol^ 
lowed by the corps under Beck, Janus, and' 
Lafc y . He encamped on the fame ground that 
he had occupied two days before. The king, 
received fecret advice that Czernichef, at the-' 

KcadJ 
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head of twenty thoufand Ruffians, had paffed 
the Oder, at Auras, and that the Auftrians only 
waited his jundion to overwhelm the Pruffians, 
Marftial Daun had more t^ian troops fufficient; 
it was not numbers that he wanted, but thf 
talent to employ them with timely promptitudct 
The Ctuation of the king was fuch, at this time, 
that h? had only bread and bifcuits fufficient for 
three days; he was encumbered by twothou^ 
fand baggage waggons of ammunition and fub- 
fiftence, which prodigioufly embarraffed his 
marches, and qf which he endeavoured to rid 
himfelf, that he might impart more celerity to 
his motions, H? no longer could remain near 
Lignitz, becaufe that his right was not fuffi- 
ciently fupported at Schimmelwitz, nor could 
he prevent its being turned by the enemy. The 
Katzbach therefore muft be repaffed at Lignitz; 
the ufelefs waggons fent to Glogau, to obtain 
provifions ; the army muft march to Parchwitz, 
to pufti paft this place, or beyond the Oder, in 
prder, by one means or another, to gain the 
army of prince Henry, which muft necefTarily 
te joined ; becaufe that thefe two feparate corps 
were each too feeble to oppofe the Auftrians 
and Ruffians; and becaufe there was danger 
^at, by continuing them feparate, they muft 
H 3 finally 



finally be cruflied; after which deftrudtjoa ^oyl4 
have been inevitable. 

Two enemies, who for a fupccflion of year^ 
make war on each other, acquire inteiligenjce fq 
perfedt of their reciprocal manner of thinking^ 
fi6ting, and proj^fting, that they mwtually di- 
vine each other's intents. That of the A^ftrians 
was pofitively to^^attack the king. It might bci 
judged, by the position of the enemy's corpsi 
that L^fcy was deftined to turn the right of diQ 
Pruflians; that Daun was to prefent himfelf in 
front ; and that Loudon wpu|d probably occupy 
the heights of Pfaffendorf, behind Li^nitz, 
to cut off the road of Glogau, 9,nd retreat* 
Thefe confiderations caufed it to be determine4 
on to quit the camp of Lignitz, the farne nighty 
^nd repafs the I^atzbach, according to the pro^ 
je6t above dated. 

This could not have been executed by day; 
the proximity of the Auftrian canjp \yas. too 
great. The enemy would not have failed to, 
attack the rear-guardj which m.uft. have been 
difadvantageous to the Pruflians, becaufe that 
the ground of their right overlopked that of- 
their l^ft, by which they were obliged to retire. 
' The baggage was all fent aw^y, under an efcort 
of two free battalions, and a hundred, horfc^ 
^hich Gonduded it to Glpgau. The king and 

his 
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his generals went to reconnoitre the height of. 
Pfaffendort Here he intended to form his 
army, after having paffed the Katzbach, at 
J-iignitz, that he might direft his march to 
Parchwitz. At the decline of day (15th) the 
army was in motion. During the march an 
Aiiftrian officer, by birth an Irifhman, who had 
deferted, was bronght to the king. He was 
fo intoxicated that he could only ftammer out 
Jie had a fecret of importance to reveal. After 
making him fwallow fomc bafons of warm water, 
to relieve his ftoraach, he affirmed what had 
been divined, that Daun meant to- attack the 
king that vary day. But the Pnjffians had. 
nothing to fear; they had left the fcene, and 
confequently had deranged the plan of the 
jpnemy, which had been formed according. to 
the ground they had quitted. When the kmg, 
attained the heights of PfaiFei^dorf, he fent. 
Hund to reconnoitre befide Binowitz and PoK 
pifchildern* The ^rmy mean time was formed 
in order of battle, on thp ground that had been 
affigned. Hund haftily returned, and informed 
the king he had fallen in with two columns of 
infantry, and twQ of cavalry, belonging to 
Laudpn, who was on th? full march, and not 
far diflantr To make head againft thefe, not 
a-n^qiS^i^t myft be loft. The king divided his 
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^rmy into two corps ; his right, under the coaxri 
mand of Ziethen and Wedel, remained ftation- 
^ry on the place where it had formed, and 
quickly erefted batteries to fweep the tVo roads 
of Lignitz, which were the only ones by which, 
Daun could march to the attack ; at the fame, 
time he changed his pofition to the left, where 
Ixe formed the right toward the Katzbach, and 
the left toward a pond. This whole corps con- 
i(ifted but of fixteen battalions and thirty fquad- 
rons. While the infantry took this direction, 
the cavalry, which had advanced to cover it, 
fkirmiflied hotly with the enemy, which con- 
tinued till a heavy battery had been raifed on, 
an eminence that overlooked the whole vicinity* 
Thefe arrangements made, the cavalry re- 
ceived orders to retire, which were well execut- 
ed. Moft of them were diftributed in the rear, 
to fupport the infantry; the regiment of Kroc- 
kow and fome huffars excepted, which were, 
thrown on the left to obferve the foe on that 
fide, Laudon however expefted nothing lefs 
than a battle : he well imagined he had fome 
troops in his prefencc, but it was fo dark that 
he could neither difcern the Pruffians nor their 
pofition. He was not preceded by a van-guard, 
becaufe he intended to furprife fome free bat- 
talions, that had the day before encamped at 
'' "^ ^ * . PfafFendorfi 
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f^faffcndorf, with the park of provifipns, whicl^ 
he imagined he ftill (hpuld find there. The 
gnind battery, conftrufted on the heights, then 
played upon the enemy. The head of the Au- 
jftrian colurnns was not more than eight hun- 
dred paces diftant^ and the artillery made a 
great impreflion on thefe clofe bodjes. Lau* ' 
flon now perceived his calculation w^s errone- 
ous. Defirous of forming his tropps^ he coujd 
only, prefent a front of five battalions. This 
line the Prnffians attacked, and it was immedi- 
ately overthrown ; he inftantly advanced with . 
Jiis cavalry to take thofe in flank and rear by 
whoni he was attacked ; but he neither knew the 
grounji, nor coyld find his way in the dark. 
His cavalry routed the dragoon? of Krockow ; 
but, taken in flank by the (juiraffiers of Frie- 
derick, it was repulfed Jn'turn, and driven into 
the marihes, from which \t was with difficufty 
relieved. At dawn of day the infantry charged 
the fecond line of the Auftrians. As this was 
remarked to be deranged, fpme fquadrons of 
cavalry were let loofe upon it, which penetrated 
and took moft of the line prifoners. The fcat^ 
tered bufiiesupon this ground were extraordina- 
rily ufeful to conceal the bodies of cavalry, that 
fell unexpectedly on the enemy, and put him 
to the rout. This Laudpa attempted to prac^ 
^' ' ' tifc 
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tife likewife; his cavalry attacked the Pruffian 
infantry ; but it was prefently r'epulfed by tho 
cavalry of the king. In fine, after five fuccef- 
five attaclcs on the five lines of the Auflrians, 
each of five battalions, the confufion of the 
enemy became fo general that the whole corps 
was pijt to the rout, and fled towardBinowitz, to 
repafs the Katzbach, in the utmoft diforder. 
Some fmall parties were fent in purfuit of the 
fugitives. MoUendorf fet fire to the village' of. 
Binowitz> where he took many prifoners. 

The. king woul4 not . purfue Laudon more 
hotly, becaufe, he might .ftand in need of tho 
troops, by whpfe aid. he had gained the viftory, 
to join them to his right, and give battle to 
m'arfhal Dauj?, The iriarfhal had "p^fled th? 
whole, night with his troops in columns, near 
the rivulet which feparated his army from the^ 
former Pruffian camp. The king had the pre^ 
caution to leave feme huflars ; who, giving the 
word like patroles and centinels, kept the ene- 
my in perfuafion that the Pruffi'ans ftjU were 
there. On the firft appearance .of light, Daun 
and Lafcy put themfelyes in. motion to attack 
the Pruffians. How great was their furprife to 
find an empty camp, and to gain nq intelli- 
gence of what was become of the Pruffian army! 
It may be faid that fortune wfts determined 
a ^qthing ' 
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potbing fl^ould fucceed with the Auftrians, oi^ 
diat day; the very wind was againft th^rUi, 
Neither the marihal i^or Lafcy heard the firing 
of the artillery, behind Pfaffeqdorf, at the dif- 
tance of half a mile, althovigh di^re were a( 
leaft two. hundred cannon playing in the two. 
armies* 

The marihal long remained uncertain how tot 
aft. Aftgr nuich council and many opinions 
he refolved to paft the Katzbach, at Lignitz, , 
^nd attack the corps of Ziethen, which he faw; 
in order of battle. He fcnt Lafcy higher up to, 
pals the Schwarzwaffer, This was in^poffible^ 
at leaft without making a circuit of a mil^ and % 
|ialf to find a bridge, for the banks of the rivu- 
let were marlhy, and pontoons were infuffici- 
fnt; paufeways muft b^ thrown up, to pafs^ 
beyond Lignitz. The hatde was won, an4^ 
the king came at the very moment to his right 
yhen the van-guard of marihal Daun was per- 
ceived leaving Lignitz; but this body had, 
been fo difturbed by the Pruffian artillery that 
its countenance predided it was on the point of 
quitting the ground. To finifti the affair, and 
to confirm marihal Daun in the defeat of Lau- 
don, which he already fufpefted, in fine to ac- 
celerate Daunts retreat, the king made a rejoic- 
jp^g in his army. Scarcely was the fecond dif^ 

charge 
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f hargc of running fire ended before the column^ 
pf the enemy fell back, and once more pairc4 
the Katzbach, near Lignitz, 

A ikirmiflb the fame day was fought in the 
foreft. Mitchel the Englifli ambaflador with 
fome fecretaries, and the baggage of the quar- 
ters of the court, had been fent there, "under 
an cfcort of a company of grenadier guards, 
This corps was attacked by three hundred dra- 
, goon§ and huflars. Prittwitz, the commander, 
defended himfelf Co well that he loft not thq 
I'eaft article of the baggage given to his charge. 

The battle of PfafFendorf coft Lalidon ter> 
thoufand men : the field was heaped with Au-» 
ftrians. The Pruflians occupied ground which 
extended like a glacis, continually lowering on 
the fide where the enemy made the attack ; this 
gave them the fuperiority of fire, ^nd advan- 
tages over their aflfailants. They took twq 
generals, eighty officers, fix thoufand foldiers, 
twenty three pair of colours, and eighty twq 
cannon. 

TJie fruits of viftory would ftill have perifhed, 
had not the Katzbach been immediately paflTed 
at -Parch witz ; the enemy was in confufion and 
difperfed. On one fide, the fliattered corps of 
Laudon fled at random, toward Wahlftadt ; pn 
the other wf s marlhal Daun, in the camp the 

Frviffiaji^ 
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l^ruffians had held the day before, indetcr- 
txiined how to aft; while Lafcy wandered a 
mile diftant, in fruitlefs fearch of a ford over 
the Schwarzwafler. This, beyond doubt, wa9 
the moment by which to profit, that the enemy 
might not have time to recoUeft himfelf. The 
king immediately marched with his left, which 
had been in the battle, to Parchwitz. Nauen- 
dorf, ftationcd oa the other fide of the rivulet, 
finding himfelf too feeble to refift the Pruflians, 
abandoned the paflTage fo long and fo obftinatc* 
ly difputed. A camp was marked out for the 
army, beyond Parchwitz : hither Ziethen was, 
in like manner, to repair, waiting on the field of 
battle only fo long as was neceflfary to coUeft: 
the wounded Pruflians, amounting to eleven 
hundred men* Information was received, at 
Parchwitz, that Czernichef had been encamped 
fome days at Lifla : this afforded new caufe of 
apprehenfion. He might be joined by the Au- 
ftrians; or he might take a pofition at Neu- 
marck ; and it would have been vexatious ta 
have had the queftion again difputed which had 
fo lately been decided by a battle. Every 
means muft be attempted to get free from aa 
taemy whom there was no wifti to combat. 
Stratagem was empbyed : the king wrote to the 
prince his brother that he had entirely defeated 

the 
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the Auftrians; that he was cohftrufting a bridgS 
over the Oder, in order to treat the Ruffian^ 
ijvith equal complacency ] that he intended to at- 
tack Soltikow, and intreated the prince to make 
fuch mbtionis oh his part as had bfceh concerted. 
This lettfer was given to a peafant, and very 
large rewards were promifed him, that he ttiould 
immediately depart, and fufFer himfelf to be 
taken by the advanced pofts bf Czernichef, td 
whom he (hould remit this letter, as if from the 
fear of chaftifement; 

Though it might not be divined how effec- 
tually the peafant fhould acquit himfelf of his 
part, nor what impreflion the reading of this^ 
letter might make on Czernichef, ftill the army 
of the king departed on the mbrrow^ and pro- 
ceeded on its march, in three columns, rather iri 
the order of an efcort of a convby thin that of a 
cuftoniary inarch. The king led the column of 
the right, and covered the march> toward the 
Auftrians. Krockdvv led a ftrohg van- guard 
before the fccond colutnhj fallowed by the pri- 
foners^ the artillery taken from the enemy, arid 
the wounded Pruffians. The prince 6( HoU 
ftein conduced the third fcolumn, corftpofed of 
•light horfe, and fuppoftfed by fbnie battalions; 
to cover the convoy againft the Coflacks, who* 
might pafs the Oder from Lei^bos^ where they 

were 
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V^erc polled, over certain . :&)r<cU> becaufe that 
the waters were low. Ziethen, with all the 
trdops that had not been engaged, brought up 
the rear. The king prefently found Nauen- 
dorf on the road, who was pofted at Moticht, 
whence he was diflodged by fome vollies from 
the artillery. The Pruffian huffars perceived 
a column of the enemy's bagj^ge on the route, 
feebly efcortcd ; this they fell upon, and made 
a cbnfiderable booty. The prifoners faid this 
baggage belonged to the corps of the prince of 
Lowenftein, and general Beck, who Were oh 
the full march for Ncumarck, where they were 
to be joined by theRuflians; befide which, about 
three quarters of a mile diftant, on the right of 
the king, the whole army of Daun was difcovered 
on its march, though it c6uld not be dif- 
tinguifhed whether its route was direfted toward 
Neumarok, Canth, or Schweidnitz. This fi- 
tuation was perhaps the molt ungracious, moft 
difquietingi of the whole campaign. The 
army had only bread for one day : had the 
Ruffians prevented it drawing any from Breflau, 
and marihal Daun from the fbrtrefs of Schweid- 
nitz, the late vidtory would have become inef- 
feftuai. F'or how might the enemy be encoun- 
tered, when fix thoufand prifoners, and* eleven 
hundred wounded, were to be guarded? How 
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truel mdft it have befen td have fallen bdck fd^ 
Glogau ! 

When the van of die columns however had 
gained Blumerode, the king haflened forward^ 
with fdme huflars; and, gliding through the 
forcfti he Approached fufficiently near to Neii- 
matck to difeover that there were neither troops 
nor camp on the other fide. Ah officer wai 
fent on the fcout> who prefcntly i-eturned to the 
king with an Auftrian Ueutenant-cblonel, whoni 
he had takcin in Ncumarck itfelf, and who, be- 
come defperate at beifag taken^ told every thing 
he kneW^ to provci that his misfortune was not 
his fault. He was Verjr angry with the Ruf- 
fians ; faid he had been charged with a mefifagcf 
to Czcrnichcf ; that he had not only not found 
him but that, the very bridge having beeri 
broken ddwri, he could not join him, for he 
could not pafs the Oder. 

AH fears now Vaniflbed, and the army traif- 
quilly affumcd its camp at Neumarck. As i 
comtnilnication with Breflau was regained^ and 
fubfiftence fecured, fome repofe was given t€^ 
the men, who for nine fucceffive days, perpe- 
tually in aftion, had with heroic conftancy fup- 
ported exceffivc fatigue, and had furfnoiint- 
ed every difficulty they were obliged to e»-' 
count€F< 
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The peafant who had be^n fcnt with a letter 
to prince Henry very excellently performed his 
commiffion. Scarcely had Czernichef read it be- 
fore he repafled the Oder, the very fame night, 
and haftened with all poffible fpeed to Soltikow, 
apprehcnfive he (hould arrive too late. 

The Auftrian army had taken a pofition on 
the Pitfchenberg : Laudon kept at Striegau, 
^nd the prince of Lowenftein had been ordered 
to advance upon the hill of Wurben, where his 
corps laid a fmall reflraint on the foi^trefs of 
Schweidnitz. 

During all thefe manoeuvres of the Aufb-ians 
and P ruffians, prince Henry had paffed the 
Oder, and encamped at Hunem, that he 
might approach the Ruffians. Soltikow foon 
after retired through Trachenberg and Herren- 
ftadt into Poland. The prince followed him 
as far as Vinzig ; but as the two Pruffian armies 
could undertake nothing of importance, while 
they fliould remain feparate, it was determined 
that Goltz Ihould obferve the Ruffians, with a 
detachment of twelve thoufand men, and fhould 
eftabliih himfelf in the vicinage of Glogau. 
The reft of the army of the prince repafled the 
Oder, on the 29th, and joined the king, who 
tncamped i|x the environs of Breflau, between 
I Arnoldf« 
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Afnoldfmuhle and Grofs Mochber. It was 
time to fpced to the fuccour of Schweidnitz, 
the ficge of which they were about to com* 
mence. 

The king began his march on the 30th, and 
from Wernerfdorf difcovered the camp of Daun> 
at the Pitfchenberg, and that of Lafcy on the 
hill of Zobten. A heavy body of Auftrian 
cavalry, that had a rencontre with the van- 
guardj was repulfed and purfued under the 
very cannon of the marihal. Still it was not 
expedient to file off the ai'my between two 
corps of the enemy. The king with his left 
turned to Rogau, and took a pofition in face 
of the hill of Zobten, near Ptfchiderwitz : fome 
tents were erefted to make an appearance, while 
Ziethen filed off among the bufhes, and filently 
gained the defile of Muhlendorf, which ended 
at the plain of Reichenbach and Schweidnitz. 
In the evening, the army in two columns pur* 
fued this road. The van-guard at Pfaffendorf 
met with two hundred dragoons of St. Ignon ; 
who, going on the fcout, fuddenly fell upon 
the Pruffian hufiars. The advanced troops of 
the king were thrown into confufion, but the 
regiment of Ziethen gave chafe to the enemy, 
5ind made forty prifoners^ 
' ■- The 
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The army, having by this march regained its 
communication with Schweidnitz, encamped at 
Koitfchen, a fhort mile from the fortrefs. At 
break of day marfhal Daun learnt that he was 
turned, and inceflantly abandoned the hill of 
Zobten, and the Pitfchenberg, and affumed the 
camp of Kunzendorf. His right was fupported 
by the hill of Burkerfdorf, and his left extended 
as far as Hohenfnedberg. The corps of Janus 
occupied the ftrei^hts of Wartha and Silber- 
berg ; and Nauendorf held the pofts of the 
Spitzbergj and the Streitberg, near Striegau. 

On the morrow (September ift) the army took 
the camp of Palz,^ where it remained ; but, as 
this was not a favourable polition to diilo^ge 
the enemy from the hills, on the 3d it en- 
camped at Bunzelwitz, The whole march 
was fpent in combating, fiift with the corps of 
Ried, at Schonbrunn, and afterward with that 
of Beck, at Jauernick; and, as Nauendorf 
muft not be fufFered to remain at Striegau, 
Ziethen was fent to attack him, and he was 
driven as far as Hohenfnedberg, under the 
batteries of Laudon. Ziehen having taken 
four hundred prifoners affumed the camp of 
Striegau himfelf, from which he had expelled 
the enemy. The king wiflied to oblige the 
Auftrians to quit Silefia, that he might be 
I z enabled 
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enabled to fend more heavy detachments againft 
the Ruffians. The bed means of efieding this 
lyas to turn the pofition of the Auftrians ; either 
by ruining their magazines or intercepting 
the convoys that came from Bohemia. The 
plan was not eafy of execution^ for the enemy 
occupied a vaft fpace, the circuit of which was 
diiEcult to make^ fince marfhal Daun might 
anticipate the Pruffians by a fmall motion from 
his centre : he had but the chords the Ling the 
arch of the circle^ to defcribe. Be the obilacles 
what they might the neceffity of ading was not 
the lefs ; and this neceffity was fuperior to all 
other confiderations ; fuccefs was therefore com* 
mitted to chance. 

On the night of the i ith of September^ the 
army wsts on the march to turn the heights of 
Friedberg. The van-guard gained the pa(s of 
Kauder* Laudon^ when he faw this corps^ com- 
prehended that it was intended to turn him> aban- 
doned his pofition, and retreated toward the vil* 
lage of Reichenau. Marlhal Daiin, not lefs 
attentive to the motion of the Pruffians, prefented 
himfelf, at the fame time, on the oppofite (bore 
of the ravine that interfeds Reichenau. By this 
march he faved Laudon, who efcaped the dan- 
ger with which he was menaced by the Pruf- 
fians. The army arrived in its camp at the 

6 clofc 
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clofc of day ; the foldicr fcarcely had time to 
ereft his tent. The projcft of the kmg was to 
fend a detachment againil Landfliutj where the 
enemy had a magazine ; but the execution of 
this was obliged to be deferred till the morrow* 
Ziethen was ordered on this fervice by break 
of day. He was to follow the road of Harta 
and Ruhbank ; but an unexpedted accident oc- 
cafioned the expedition to faih Beck had re- 
ceived orders, on the eve, when the army de- 
camped, to cover the right of Laudon. On 
his march from Hohenfriedberg to Reichenau, 
performed in the dark, he difcovered the camp 
of the king, which he fuppofed to be that of 
the Auftrians, and placed himfelf on the left 
flank, by which he turned his back on die 
Fruflian army. The king was informed of this, 
the fame night. The Pruffians remained under 
arms, and by dawn of day began the attack. 
Some difcharges of artillery threw the troops of 
Beck into diforder ; the cavalry charged them 
at the fame moment, and took a battalion of 
pandours of eight hundred men. The corps 
of Beck was purfued, and efcaped to Hohen- 
friedberg, whence it was repulfcd to Ronftock. 
He would have been ftill worfe treated, had not 
the prince of Lowenftein fpeeded to his fuc- 
amr, with frefli troops, who coUcftcd the fugi- 
1 3 lives 
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tjves and covered the retreat. The cannonade 
and fire of the infantry made Ziethcn fuppofe . 
there was fome ferious engagement on the left 
of the king, and he would not venture to quit . 
the army, at the moment his prefence might 
become neceflary* He therefore deferred his 
departure till nooQ ; but , opportunity was paft, . 
he could advance no further than Hait^^ where 
he encamped, becaufe that Laud^on had gar* 
nilhed all the defiles that lead tp Landftxut; and, 
Lafcy, with twenty thoufand men^ had affumed. 
the pofition of Ruhbank. Nauendorf, whofe 
corps had remained encamped, at Ziriau^ near 
Freybourg, in th« mean time covered the plain,- 
and advanced with his parties as far as Jauer 
and_ Lignitz. The king fent Krockow to 
Wahlftadt, and he furprifed a det^hment of 
Nauendorf, of more than three hundred mept 
whom he bpught prifoners to>the afmy. 

Marfhal Daun however was not fo tranquil 
as he appeared; he prepared the roads from 
LandQiut to Bolkenhayn, caufed troops to fila 
off to Ruhbank, and, by combining thefe pre- 
vious meafures, it was eafy to fuppofe his inten- 
tion was to furprife the army of the king, by a 
circuitous march, and take it in the rear, from' 
the road of Bolkenhayn, which was repairing, 
Thisriik might be avoided, to remain expofcdU, 

to 
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to which would have been temerity ; hefid? that 
the Pruffians aft better on the ofFenfive than 
the defenfive. The neighbouring forage too 
was confumed ; fo that, inftead of remaining 
under the incertainty of fuch an event, the king 
projefted to turn the right of marihal Daun witji 
his left, in contradidlion to the motion that he 
had executed with his right, againft Laudon. 
The army quitted the camp of Reichenau and 
Baumgarten, on the evening of the i6th* Thp 
firft attempt was to be niade on the height of 
Kunzendorf ; but the enemy, being enabled to 
repair thither in lefs time, prevented the Pruf- 
fians ; and as the village of Cider was to be 
paffed, the prince of Lowenftein, who encamped 
near it, ftrft engaged in a ikirmilh, and next 
kept up a hot cannonade* The difedtio^i 
of the Army of the king was three thoufand 
paces from the foot of thefe mountains, that it 
jnight be lefs expofed to the Auftrian artillery ; 
but the enemy, defcending from his heights, ' 
fomewbat deranged th§ meafures that had been 
taken. Ziethen, who led the rear-guard, had 
no fpoqer quitted the camp than he was con- 
tinually haraffed during his route. As this 
flackened his march, the van of thq ^rmy was 
more thap gnce obliged to hdilty that the dif- 
^ ^a^ce? 
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taftccs might be kept, and that the power 6f 
mxitual fuccoiir might thus be prcfervcd. 

When the van-guard approached Kunzendorf, 
huffars and dragoons were fent to occupy that 
height. The infantry could not follow fuffi- 
ciently faft to fuftain the horfe. The van of 
marlhal Daun appeared, at the fame time, com- 
ing from Furftenftein. Too feeble to maintain 
this important poft, it was obliged to be aban- 
doned by the huffars and dragoons. The rear- 
guard, which had greatly retarded the march of 
'the king, occafioned a new halt befide Schon^* 
brunn, to give it time to join the rear of the co-» 
lumns. The generals of the enemy, hoping to 
profit by the occafion, attacked the Pruffian in- 
fantry with thirty fquadrons ; but they were re- 
ceived by the artillery, mingled with a heavy 
fire of fmall arms, and afterward driven back 
to their lines by the cuiraffiers of Henry and 
Seidlitz. 

At length the king gained the village of Bo-. 
gendorf, but ftill paced by the Imperialifts. 
His van-guard proceeded to the heights of Ho- 
hengierfdorf. An abatis was obliged to be 
opened that the enemy had thrown up to de- 
fend the road among the mountains. Daun 
nearly divined the intention of the king, and 
placed bimfelf near Hoch Bogendorf, five or 

fix 
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lix lines deep, that by the aid of a neighbour^ 
ing road he might occupy the eminence of Ho- 
hengierfdorf before the PrulSans. He was can- 
nonaded by Ziethen with fo much fuccefs that 
the confufion became almoft general in his 
corps; and Wied firft gained the heights of 
Hohengierfdorf, with a battalion of prince 
Henry^ and another of young Brunfwick. Here 
he found ten Auftrian fquadrons, that had dif* 
mounted, and that were prefently repulfed by a 
few difchai^es of the artillery. Hence he ad- 
vanced to poft himfelf fo as to cut off the 
enemy from the road to this eminence, and 
came up with the van often battalions of grena* 
diers, fent with the fame intendon by marfhal 
Daun. Thefe Wied attacked : the adion was 
warm but fhort: the Auftrians were beaten, 
and lofl: fix hundred grenadiers, and fourteen 
pieces of ardllery. The van^guard, and the 
left of the king's army, followed Wied; and 
toek poft from this eminence to the Blauer- 
anzen. The heights of Seitendorf, which the 
enemy had diligently gamiflied, were recon* 
noitred» The cannonade that had begun by 
day-break, did not end uU half pail nine in the 
evening, and it feemed fo confider||l>le to the 
officers of the garrifon df Breflau, by whom it 
was heard, that they imagined tl^erc had been a 
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battle. It was in reality nothing but a march 4 
in former times battles wexe fought without fo 
m^ny difcharges frpm the v^illery as on that 
day. 

Wahlenburg was wifhed to be gained^ where 
the enemy had a bakery, but the delay occa-^ 
iioned by continually fighting had been fo great 
that it w^s impoffible for the Prqffi^ns^ a; this 
time, further tp pufh thqir advwtages. On th^ 
morrow» the iStb, the army of ihe king, except 
the cuicaffiers, occupied the heights of Gierf* 
dorf. An attempt was made to^ penetrate 
through Neu Reufendorf> and by the Koihlberg 
to Wahlenburg. Laudon had, during nigb^ 
prevented this, by pjpciipying the defiles 
chat defended this paj(s« He was further 
joined by Lafcy; fo that the attempt, of the 
Pruiiians ended only in .a, Cannonade. The 
king mean time made himfelf mafter of thp 
heights of Beeridorf. /The left; q£ his camp was 
fupported at Kunaft, whence the line turned 
through Beerfdorf and Dittnia^nfdor^ where the 
head quarters were. It pafled' thence by the 
^laueranzen ; and the eminence of Hohe4« 
gierfdorf, at the extremity of die oght, was 
occupied by the referve under the command of 
Forcade; 
The army of Daug extended over ground 

mp^-a 
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more ample. The corps of Laudon and Lafcy 
proceeded to Jauernick aad Tanhaufcn, through 
Neu Reufendorf^ as far a^ Seit^ndorf. The 
marChars army here began, and filled the whole 
ridge that extends to Bogendorf. Lowenftein and 
Beck covered his left flank, with a front toward 
Schweidnitz, and Nauenddrf covered his rear 
at Furftenftein. The two armies were fo cooped 
jip among the mountains that they could neither 
of them, advance, and thejir camps were mutu- 
ally impregnable* They were bcfide fo near 
each.oiher that it only depended on the gene« 
rals to make a reciprocal and efficacious can*, 
nonade; but, as this could eSedb no good pur<« 
pofe^ tranquillity was prefervcd. The horfc 
patroles n[iight 0iake. hands, but ail tilting was 
fi3rbidden; it might have been affirmed that 
an armiftice was agreed on. So far was this 
carried that the Auftrians and Pruffians reftorcd 
the patroles who had loft themfclvcs in the dark, 
on fuch roads as led to their pofts. To add to 
fecurity, though nature had been pleafed to 
make of thpfe mountains a fpecies of fortrefles, 
they mutually threw up intrenchments. 

Mar0ial Daun began to be uneafy at his (itu- 
ation. It was infupportable to fee how proba- 
ble it was he (hould lofe die campaign, on the 
fuccefs of which he had^pUced all his hopes. 

The 
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The forage of the mountains was confumcd; 
fmall parties only could be fent into the plain; 
the broken roads rendered the arrival of his 
convoys from Bohemia more difficult; he was 
on the point of abandoning Sileiia^ on which 
there no longer remained any attack to be made. 
Amid his chagrin, he could imagine no better 
refource, to recover affairs, than a diverfion of 
fo ferious a nature as to force the king to de- 
part. He moved heaven and earth that he 
might difpofe the Ruffian generals, and efpe- 
daily Soltikow, to make this diverfion ; which, 
according to his plan, was that a body of Ruf- 
£ans (hould march to Berlin; and, that he 
might encourage them to the undertaking, he 
propofed to add a detachment from his army> 
pcrfuaded that this would be the only means of 
obliging the king to haften to the fuccour of bis 
hereditary dates, and confequently to quit Si- 
kfia before he (hould oblige the Auftrians to 
retire into Bohemia. 

He fent a general officer to the Ruffian camp 
to negotiate this bufinefs. The court of Vienna 
daily difpatched couriers to Peterfburg to fup- 
port the projeft. Endeavours were made to 
allure the Ruffians by the profpeft of pillage 
and booty; and the moment they had confent- 
cd Lafcy was detached from Seitendorf to aid 

in 
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in the execution. Though the king was in- 
formed of thefe intentions^ he did not defiil 
from detaching Wied, with fix thoufand men, 
into Upper Silefia. Here Wied met with the 
corps of Bethlem. At Neuftadt, the dragoons 
of Krockow were fent to reconnoitre, where by « 
their ill addrefs they loft a hundred and twenty 
men ; but thefc are trifles. 

Generak Czcmichef and Tottleben began 
their march on the 20th of September; they 
had paffed the Oder at Beuthen whence they 
had proceeded to Chriftianftadt, while Solti-^ 
kow direded his march from Schlichtingheim^ 
in Poland, to Frankfort, where he arrived on 
the 6th of Oftober. The affairs of Saxony were 
but in an ill ftate, after the departure of the 
king. The troops of the circles foon occupied 
Noflen. Hulfen, top feeble to maintain all the 
pofts that were neceflary to prevent the prince 
dc Deuxponts from turning him, could not pre- 
ferve his pofition at Schlettau, and retreated to 
Strehla. He was immediately followed by the 
enemy. (20th) Luzinlky marched upon his 
right flank, while the prince of Stolberg at- 
tacked the right of the Pruflians, on the Durren- 
berg. M. von Braun, who commanded that 
l)rigade, vigoroufly repulfed the enemy. The 
dragoons of Schoiiemmer^ and {he huflTars of 

Kleift^ 
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Kleift, fell on them at the fame time ahd com- 
pleted their rout* They took the prince o{ 
Naflau^ a colonel in the Auftrian fervice^ twenty 
officers, and four hundred men; upon which 
the prince de Deuxpottts retreated. 

But it feemed as if the number of foes Hulfen 
had to combat was yet infufficient : chance raifed 
him up new enemies. The duke of Wurtem- 
berg again appeared in the field; he hoped 
better fuccefs, ferving under the aufpices of 
Auflxia, than he had found by making war in 
conjunction with the French. He had ftipu- 
lated that his troops ftiould be employed as a 
feparate corps, and advanced toward Saxony. 
As he now appeared in the vicinity of Grimma, 
Hulfen found it no longer convenient to con- 
tinue at Strehla. He retired to Torgau, to 
cover the magazine he had in that town, as well 
as circumftances would permit. 

The prince de Deuxponts followed, and en- 
camped at Belgern. The diike of Wurtem- 
berg advanced from Bitterfeld to Pretfch; Lu* 
ziniky inclined to Dommitfch, where he threw 
a bridge over the Elbe, and croffed on the fame 
day. The prince de Deuxponts, and generals 
Haddick and Maquire, advanced at the fame 
time on Hulfen, and approached the heights of 
Suptitz, ^jrhifch they occupied. Thefe com- 
bined 
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bined motions of the enemy, and the paflage of 
the Elbe by Luzinfky, made it apprehended 
that the fiege of Torgau was projefted ; or per- 
haps a march to Berlin, where there were but 
few tjfoops^ Hulfen wifhed to prevent defigns 
fo dangerous. (a6th) To this effeft he paffed 
the Elbe at Torgau, and fixed his camp at 
Jeflen, at the confluence of the Elfter and the 
Elbe. After his departure, the enemy imme* 
diately burnt the bridgie of Torgau. The go* 
vernorof the town made no defence; he fur- 
rendered the fame day. A garrifon of eight 
hundred men, many fick, and a confiderabic 
magazine, all were loft, and fell into the hands 
of the Imperialifts. The prince de Deuxponts 
afterward advanced on the Elfter; and Hulfen, 
unable to refift the enemy in front and rear, re- 
tired to Cofwig; whence he was called to Berlin, 
as we (hall prefently relate. The town of Wit- 
tenberg was immediately befieged; the gover- 
nor Salenmon defended the place with fortitude 
and valour. It was bombarded by the enenly, 
and three parts reduced to afties. Stores at 
length failed, and he did not furrender till the 
14th of Odober, after having performed every 
thing that could be expefted from a man of 
honour. 

The overthrow of Saicony, and the dairgcrs 

3 *^^ 
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that menaced the country of Brandenbourg and 
Berlin, were motives fufficient to induce the 
king to march diligently to the aid of thefe 
countries. It was^ now the month of Odiober, 
nor was it to be prefumed that the enemy, fo 
flow in preparation, would begin a fiege at that 
advanced feafon; coniidering tha; his meafures 
had all been deranged in Silefia. The proba- 
bilities all were that the king might, without 
any riik, quit Silefia. As therefore his prefence 
was become fb eflfential in other parts, he re- 
called Wied from Upper Silefia, and, on the 
7th of Odober, decamped from Dittmanfdorf. 
He marched through Bunzelwitz, Jauer, Con« 
radfdorf and Primkehau to Sagan, where on the 
1 1 th he was joined by Goltz. This general had 
detached Warner to Colbei^> in the month of 
September, the reafon of which we (hall pre* 
fently fee. FrcHn Sagan the king marched 
through Guben to Gros Morau, where he ar- 
rived on the 15th. He intended to come on 
the rear of the Ruffians, that the whole corps 
might be deflxoyed which had adventured as 
far as Berlin ^ but, as it happened, this was un- 
neceffary. 

Czemichef and Tottleben had marched by 
the road of Guben and Beeikow, and on the 
3d of Oftober had appeared before the gates 

of 
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tf Berlin. The prince of Wurtemberg, who 
made head againft the Swedes, gained intelli- 
gence of their march. His war with the Swedes 
was ftill what it had been; the enemy pafled 
the Peene, was beat by detachments, and re- 
treated on one fide to advance on another. In 
a word nothing happened in this war that merits 
the attention of pofterity. The prince of Wur- 
temberg was at Pafewalk when he heard of the 
march of the Ruffians. He had fent for Wer- 
ner out of Pomerania, whofe fuccefs againft th« 
Ruffians had been great. The fingularity of ' 
his expedition engages us to relate the manner 
of it ; fomewhat to enliven* the tragical gravity 
of this narrative^ 

The Ruffians had fent their admiral, Zachary 
Danielowitz, with twenty-fix fliips of war, to 
which were added a Swedifti fquadron, to lay 
fiege to Colberg. Their trenches were opened 
on the 26th of Auguft, and their operations t: 

continued to the i8th of September. The go* 
vernor and the garrifon ftrove who fliould ena6t 
moft wonders, in the defence and the fallies 
they made. The news of this fiege occafioned 
the departure of Werner from Silefia, that he 
might haften to fuccour Colberg with four bat- 
K talions 
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talions and nine fquadrons. He forprifed the 
enemy at Selnow, feized on the important pafs 
of the Kautzenberg, and threw himfelf into the 
town. The enemy raifcd the fiege the fame 
night, embarked on board the (hips, and aban- 
doned fifteen cannon, fcven mortars, and the 
war ftores. 

Werner made fix hundred prifoncrs. On the 
morrow he prcfented himfelf on the ihores of 
the Baltic; and, by an incredible efFcft of ter- 
ror, the fleet weired anchor, fet fail, and drove • 
before the wind into the high feas. Fate no 
doubt had ordered that general Werner, witli 
fome fquadrgns of dragoons, was to put a fleet 
to the rout. After having expelled the Ruflians 
from Pomerania, he repaired to Prenzlow, where 
he joined the prince of Wurtemberg; and, in 
conjunftion with Belling, remained in thofe 
parts tQ oppofe the Swedes; while the prince 
of Wurtemberg advanced by hafty marches to- 
ward Btelin, at which city he arrived on the 4th 
of Oftober. 

Every one ftood on the defenfive in that 
capital; invalids, fick, all were up in arms. 
The fortifications only confifted of fome arrows 
of earth, raifed before the gates. Thefe im- 
portant pofts were confided to thofe army gene- 
ral^ 
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irals who, fick or wounded^ happened to be in 
the city. The prince of Wurtemberg made a 
fally with his cavahy, from the gate of Silefia, 
where he met the enemy, and was for fix hours 
attacked by Tottleben,* who furrounded him 
with a corps of between feven and eight thou- 
sand Cefiacks and dragoons. Thefe the prince 
not only repulfed but purfued as far as Kope- 
nick. On the morrow the gate was attacked by 
two thoufand Ruffian foot. Seidlitz, though not 
yet cured of the wounds he? received at Kunerf- 
dorfj conunanded here, and drove off the ene- 
my. Infonnation had been fent to Huifen of 
die prefent danger of the capital; he had haft- 
cned from Cofwig and in the interim arrived. 
Had the Ruffians only been prefent they would 
foon have been forced tq retreat; but the city 
was loft by the coming up of Lafcy. This 
general already had feized on Potfdam and 
Charlottenbourg, and advanced from the fouth 
on the capital. Berlin is three miles in circum- 
ference, and it was impoffible that fixteen thou- 
fand men ftiould defend an inclofure fo vaft, 
in which there was neither work nor rampart, 
againft twenty thoufand Ruffians, and eighteen 
thoufand Auftrians; who, having no motive 
for forbearance, might efFeft whatever deftruc- 
lion they pleafed. The enemy h^d already 
K 2, tlirown 
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thrown fome bombs into the city; and, (hould 
the befieged hold out to the laft extremity, the 
troeps were in danger of being taken, and the 
capital of total ruin. Thefe effential and ferious 
confiderations occafioned the generals to come 
to a refolution to retire; intimating to the 
magiftrates that they (hould fend deputies to 
the chiefs of the enemy, that a kind of capitu- 
lation might be drawn up. On the night of the 
9th, the prince of Wurtemberg and general 
Hulfen departed, and inclined toward Spandau: 
the corps of chaffeurs only fufFered during the 
retreat. 

The Ruffians entered Berlin the fame day. 
It was agreed the citizens (hould, by tax, raifc 
the fum of two millions, which (hould be paid 
in lieu of pillage. Generals Lafcy and Czerni- 
chef were neverthelefs tempted to burn a part 
of the city; and fomething fatal might have 
happened had it not been for the remonftrances 
of M. Verelft, the Dutch ambaflfajior. This 
worthy republican fpoke to them of the rights 
of nations, and depifted their feverity in colours 
fo fearful as to excite (hame. Their fury and 
vengeance turned on the royal palaces of Char- 
lottenbpurg and Schonhaufen, which were pil- 
laged by the CofTacks and Saxons. 

The rumour of the march of the king gained 

credit* 
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credit. Information was received by Lafcy ^nd 
Czernichef that he intended to cut off their re- 
treat. . This haftened their departure, and they 
retired on the 1 2th. The Ruffians repafled the 
Oder at Frankfort and Schwedt; and, on the 
15th, Soltikow marched toward Landfberg on 
the Wartha. Lafcy pillaged whatever, he could 
find on his route ; and in three days regained 
Torgau. The prince of Wurtemberg and Hul- 
fen, embarrafled how to adt, had turned toward 
Cofwig, and cantoned there for want of know- 
ing where to §o. 

At Grofe Morau the king heard thefc dif- 
ferent accounts. As there were no more Ruf- 
fians to combat, he was at liberty to direft all 
his efforts againft Saxony; therefore, inftead of 
taking the route to Kppenick, he took that of 
Lubhen. Marfhal Daun however had followed 
the king into Lufatia. He then approached 
Torgau^ and, as it was known that he had left 
Laudon at Lowenberg, general Goltz had or- 
ders to return into Silefia, to oppofe the attempts 
of the Auftrians with his utmoft abilities. On 
the 2 2d the army of the king arrived at Jeflen* 
The troops of the prince de Deuxponts extend- 
ed wholly along the left (hore of the Elbe. He 
and the greateft part of his forces were at Prata^ 
oppofite Wittenberg; this fortrefs he evacuated 
K 3 as 
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AS foon as the van of the Pruffians appeared 
near the town. 

The fudden changes that had happened dur- 
ing this campaign required new meafures to be 
taken, and other difpofitions to be made. The 
Pruffians had not^ iingle magazine in all Sar* 
ony. The army of the king exifted from day 
to day; he drew fome little flour from Spandau^ 
but this began to fail; add to this the enemy 
occupied all Saxony. Daun had arrived at 
Torgau; the troops of the circles held the 
courfe-pf the Elbe, and the duke of Wurtem-^ 
berg occ\apied tl^ environs of Deflau. To free 
himfelf from fo many enemies, the king order* 
ed Hulfen and the prince of Wurtemberg to 
- march to Magdebourg, there to pafs the Elbe, 
and cfcort the boats loaded with flour which 
were to come to Dcflau, where the king refolved 
to paft the Elbe, with the right of his army, and 
afterward join Hulfen, 

In the principality of Halberftadt the prince 
of Wurtemberg had a rencontre with a detach- 
ment of the duke his brother, which was en- 
tirely deftroyed. The duke returned with all 
fpeed, through Merfeburg. and Lcipfic, to 
Naumburg. The right of the king paffedthe 
Elbe on the 26th, and joined Hulfen and the 
prince n<?ar Deflau. Q4 this moyerpent the 

prince 
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prince dc Deuxponts,abandonc(H3ic banks of 
the Elbe^ and retired through Duben to Leipfio^ 
He had left Ried in the rear, in a foreft between 
Oranienbaum and Kemberg, where this officer 
had taken poft, ^with little judgment; having 
gamiOled the woods with his huflars, and polled 
his pandours in the plain. 

The van of the Pruffians attacked Ried; his 
(cattered troops were beaten in detail, and his 
corps almoft deftroyed. Of three thoufand fix 
hundred men, he could only affemble fcven- 
teen hundred, at Pretfch, to which place he 
was driven after the a&ion. i 

When the army of the king had attained 
Kemberg, Ziethen, who with the left had flop* 
ped the enemy at Wittenberg, paflTed the Elbe, 
and joined the main army* Marfhal Daun 
Jiowever had come up with Lafey, at Torgau. 
As certain information was received that his 
van-guard had taken the road to Eulenburg, 
he could be fuppofed to have no other intention 
than that of joining the army of the circles. On 
this the army marched to Duben, to oppofe a 
junction fo prejudicial to the interefts of the 
Icing. Here arriving, a battalion of Croats was 
found, who were all either taken or put to the 
fword. At this place the king formed a maga- 
zine : it fcj^ni^d the moft co^venient poft bc- 
K 4 €auf6 
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caufe that it is a peninfula and nearly furround* 
ed by the Mulde. Some redoubts were con- 
ftrufted; and ten battalions under Sydow were 
left for its defence. 

The army of the king from thence marched 
to Eulenburg, The Auftrian troops that had 
encamped in that vicinity retired, through 
Mochrena to Torgau, with fo much precipitate 
hafte that they abandoned a part of their tents. 
The army encamped with the right at Thalwitz, 
and the left at Eulenburg. Hulfen was obliged 
to pafs the Mulde with feme battalions. He 
took a pofition between Belzen and Goftevra, 
oppofite the prince de Deuxponts, whofe army 
was at Taucha. Under the prefent circum- 
ftances, the firft thing neceffary was to drive 
the troops of the circles to a diftance, as well 
becaufe they were on the rear of the Pruffians, 
as to prevent their union with the Auftrians. 
This coft but little trouble; Hulfen gave them 
the alarm, and they decamped the fame night, 
paiTed the Pleifle, and then the Elfter, and re- 
treated to Zeitz. Major Quintus, with his free 
battalion, vigorously charged their rear-guard ; 
from which he took four hundred prifoners. 
After fo happily terminating this expedition, 
the Pruffians recovered pbffeffion of Leipfic, 
and Hulfen rejoined the army» 

Every 
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Every event (November) hitherto had turned 
to the advantage of the king. The irruption of 
the Ruffians and the taking of Berlin, which 
might appear to induce confequences fo greats 
ended in a manner kfs afflidting than could 
have been fexpefted. Contributions and money 
only were loft. The enemy was driven from 
.the frontiers of Brandenbourg. Wittenberg and 
Lcipfic were recovered; and the troops of the 
circles were repulfed to a diftance too confider- 
ahle for it to be feared they (hould join the 
Imperialifts with promptitude; but all was not 
yet done, and the projeds that remained were 
the moft difficult part of the whole. 

The Ruffians kept at Landfberg on the 
Wartha, and there might remain peaceful Spec- 
tators of what fhould pafs in Saxony. The 
king however was informed tliat other reafons 
engaged them not to march to too great a dif- 
tance; for their defign was, Ihould the Auftrians 
obtain any advantages over the army of the 
king, or (hould marlhal Daun maintain Torgau, 
to re-enter the eleftorate of Brandenbourg; and, 
conjointly with the Auftrians, to take up their 
quarters on the banks of the Elbe. The con- 
fequence of fuch a projeft would have been 
fatally defperate.. to Pruffia. By this poiitioa 
jfhey would cut off t;Jie army, not only from Si- 

lefia 
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lefia and Pomerania but^ from Berlin itfelf^ that 
nuriing mother which fypplied clothing, arms^ 
baggage, and every neceflary for the men. 
Add to which the troops would have no quar- 
ters to take, except beyond the Mulde, be« 
tween the Pleifle, the Saale, the Elder, and the 
Unftrut. This would have been a fpace too 
narrow to fupply the army with fubiSftence, 
during the winter. And whence fliould maga^ 
zines for the fpring, uniforms, and recruits be 
obtained } The army thus prefled, and thrown 
back upon the allies, would have ibirve4 them 
by ftarving itfelf. 

Without any profound military knowledge, 
every rational man would comprehend that, 
had the king remained quiet during autumn, 
and formed no new attempts, he would but 
have delivered himfelf, tied hand and foot, into 
the power of the enemy. Let us ftill further 
add that the provifions that had been depoiited 
at Puben icarcely would fupply the troops for 
the fpace of a month ; that the froft, which be^ 
gan to be felt, would foon impede the naviga-^ 
ticm of the Elbe ; confequendy the boats could 
no longer bring provifions from Magdebourg ; 
and in fine that the very laft diftrefs mufl have 
fucceededj had not good meafures been taken 

4 to 
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to remove the enemiy^ md gain ground on which 
liie army might encamp and fubfift. 

After having maturdy examined and weighed 

all thefe reafons^ it was determined to commit 

the fortune of Pruffia to the ifibe of a battle, if 

no other means^ by manoeuvring, could be 

found, <^ driving marfiial Datin from his poft 

at TorgaUi It will be proper ta obferve that 

the feanr with which he might be infpired could 

only relate to two objefts ; the firft that of gain*- 

mg Drefden before him, in which there was 

but a feeble garrifon 5 and the fecond of ap* 

proaching the Elbe, and difhirbing him con* 

ceming (ubfiftence, which was brou|^ from 

Drefden by the river. It muft be confeffed 

that this lafl: manoeuvre could not give him 

much uneafinefs, becaufe that he was entirely 

mafter of the right Ihore of the Elbe, and 

might bring the pix)vifions he wanted by land, 

when they could no more be tranfported by 

water. The greateft difficulty in executing this 

plan was that two things, nearly contradiftory, 

were to be reconciled ; the march of the army 

to the Elbe, and the fecurity of the magazine. 

Not to forget all rule, the army of the king, in 

advancing, ought not to depart too hv from the 

line of defence by which it covered its fubfift- 

ence ; and the motion it was to make upon the 

Elbe 
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Elbe thrcfw it entirely to the rights and un- 
covered its rear. It was ftill endeavoured to 
reconcile this enterprize on the enemy with the 
fccurity of the magazine. The king propofed 
to incline to Schilda^ that he might prove the 
countenance of Daun^ and attack him at Tor- 
gau, fhould he ohftinately perfift in remaining 
there. As it was but one march tq Schi^^^ 
Ihould the marihal retire on this motion^ there 
was no fear that he (hould attempt Duben ; and^ 
if he remained at Torgau, by attacking him on 
the morrow, it feemed apparent that he would 
have fo many occupations he would have no 
time to. form projects againft the magazine. 

Every tjiing confpiring to confirm the king 
in his refolitf ion, he, on the fecqnd qf Npvem^ 
ber, marched the army to Schilda. During 
the whole route he continued with the van-guard 
of the huifars, that he might obferve to which 
fide the a4vanced pofts of the enemy retired, as 
they were repulfed by the troops of the king. 
This did not long remain a fubjeft of doubt. 
The detachments all withdrew to Torgau, ex? 
cept Brcntano, who was attacked at Belgern, 
and taken in fuch a diredion that he could only 
efcape toward Strehla. Kleift took eight hun^ 
dred prifoners. The army of the king en- 
camped from Schilda through Probfthai^i to 

Langen- 
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tAngen-Reichenback, and marihal Daun re- 
mained firm and motionlefs at Torgau. There 
no longer was any doubt but that he had re- 
ceived pofitive orders from his court to main- 
tain his poft at any price. 

The following difpofitions were made for the 
attack on the morrow. The right of the Im- 
perialifts was fupported behind the ponds of 
Grofwich; their centre covered the hill of Sup- 
titz ; the left terminated beyond Zinna, extend- 
ing toward the ponds of Torgau. Exclufive of 
this, Ried obferved the Pruflian army from 
befide the foreft of Torgau. Lafcy, with a re- 
ferve of twenty thoufand men, covered the 
caufeway, and the ponds that lie at the ex- 
tremity of the place, where the Imperialifts had 
fupported their left. Still the ground on which 
the enemy flood wanted depth ; and the lines 
liad not an interval of above three hundred 
paces. This was a very favourable circum- 
ftance for the Pruffians ; becaufe that, by at- 
tacking the centre in front and rear, the foe 
would be placed between two fires, and could 
not avoid being beaten. 

To produce this effeft, the king divided his 
army into two bodies, l^he one deftined to ap- 
proach from the Elbe, after having paffed the 
foreft of Torgau, was to attack the enemy in 

the 



^e rears from the hiU of Suptitz; while dbtf 
other, foUowing the route of Eulenbur^ to 
Torgau, was to fix a battery on the eminence 
of Grofwich, and, at the fame time, attack the 
village of Suptitz. Thefe two corps, ading in 
concert, muft necefiarily divide the centre of 
the Auftrians ; after which it would be eafy to 
drive the remnant toward the Elbe, where the 
ground was one continued gentle declivity, ex- 
cellently advantageous to the Pruffians, and 
muft have procured them a complete vi&ory. 

The king begsin his march at the dawn of 
day, on the 3d, and was followed by dbirty bat^ 
talions and fifty fquadrons of his left. The 
troops xroffed the fbreft of Torgau in three 
columns. The route of the firft line of in&ntry 
led through Mochr(Uu, Wildenhayn, Grofwich, 
and Neiden ; the route of the fecond through 
Pechhutte, Jsegerteich, and Bruckendorf, to 
Elfxxich. The cavalry that compofed the third 
column pafled the wood of Wildenhayn, to 
march to Vogelfang. Zicthcn at the fame time 
led the right-of the army, confifling of thirty 
battalions and feventy fquadrons, and filed off 
on the road that goes from Eulenburg to Tor- 
gati. The corps headed by the king met with 
general Ried, pdfted at the ikirts of the fbreft of 
Torgau, with two regiments of huflars, as many 

dragoons. 
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dragoons^ and three battalions of pandours. ^ 
Some vollies of artillery were fired, and he fell 
back on the right of the Imperialifts. 

Near Wildenhayn there is a fmall plain in 
the foreft, where ten battalions of grenadiers 
were feen, well pofted, who affeded to difpute 
the paflage of the Pruffians. They made fome 
difcharges of artillery on the column of the 
king, which were anfwered by the Pruffians* 
A line of infantry was formed to charge, but 
they reclined toward their army. The huflars 
brought word, at the fame time, that the regi- 
ment of St. Ignon was in the wood, between 
the two columns of infantry, and that it had 
even difmounted« It was incontinendy at* 
tacked ; and, as thefe dragoons found no out- 
let for efcape, the whole re^ment was defbroyed. 
Thefe grenadiers and this regiment were mu- 
tually to depart on an expedidon againft D&* 
beln, and the commanding ofEcer, St. Ignon, 
who was taken, bitterly complained that Ried 
had not informed him of the approach of the 
Fruffians. This trifling affair only coft the 
troops a few moments ; they purfued their road, 
and the heads of the columns arrived, at one 
o'clock, on the farther fide of the foreft, in the 
fmaU plain of Neiden, 

Here 
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Here were feen fomc dragoons of Bathianii' 
and four battalions^ who coming from the vil-* 
lage of Elfnich made fome difcharges of artil- 
lery, at a venture, and fired with their fmall 
arms. This no doubt was a motion of furprifc, 
occafioned perhaps by having feen fome Pruf- 
fian huffars. They retired upon a height be- 
hind the defile of Neiden/ In this place is a 
large marfh, which begins at Grofwich and goes 
to the Elbe, and over which there is no other 
paflage but two narrow caufeways. Had this 
corps taken advantage of its ground there cer- 
tainly would have been no battle. However de- 
termined the king might be to attack the Im- 
perialifts, fuch an attack would have become im- 
poffible : he muft have renounced his projeft, 
and returned full fpeed to regain Eulenburg. 
But it happened far otherwife ; thefe battalions 
haftened to rejoin the army, to which they were 
invited by a heavy cannonade which they heard 
from the fide of Ziethen. The king fuppofed, 
as was very probable, that the troops of Ziethen 
already were in aftion with the enemy. This 
induced him to pafs the defile of Neiden, with 
his huflars and infantry ; for the cavalry which 
ought to have proceeded was not yet come up. 
The king glided into a little wood, and perfon- 
aliy reconnoitred the pofition of the enemy. He 

judged 
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judged there Was no ground on which it was 
proper to form, in prefence of the Auflxians, 
but by ps^fling this fmall wood, which would ia 
fome meafure conceal his troops, and whence 
a confiderable ravin might be gained, to pro- 
tea the foldiers, while they formed, fron;x the 
enemy's artillery. This mvin was not indeed 
above eight hundred paces from the Auftrian 
army ; but the remabder of the ground, which 
from Suptitz defcended like a glacis to the Elbe, 
was fuch that, had the army here been formed, 
one half muft haVe been cut off, before it could 
approach the enemy. 

Marih^l Daun fcarcely could credit the re- 
port that the Pruffians were marching to the at- 
tack ; nor was it till after reiterated information 
that he ordered his fecond line to face about, 
and that the greateft part of the artillery of the 
firft line was brought to the fecond. What- 
ever precaution the king might take to cover 
the march of his troops, t^ie enemy, who had 
four hundred pieces of artillery in batter}^, 
could not fail to kill many of his men. Eight 
hundred foldiers fell, and thirty cannon were 
deftroyed, with their horfes, train, and gunn«rs, 
'before the columns arrived at the place where 
they were to be put in order of battle. The 
L king 

WJI. iev. Tern War^ Vol. II. 
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king formed his infantry in three lines, each of 
ten battalions, and began the attack/ Had his 
cavalry been prcfent, he would have, thrown 
two regiments of dragoons into a bottom, that 
was on the right of his infantry, to cover its 
flank ; but the prince of Holftein, whofe phlegm 
was invincible, did not come up till an hour 
after the aftion had begun. According to the 
regulations that had been agreed on, : the at- 
tacks were to be made at the fame time, and 
the refult ought to have been that either the 
king or Ziethen fhould penetrate through the 
centre of the enemy at Suptitz. But ' general 
Ziethen, inftead of attacking, amufed himfelf 
for a confiderable time with a body of pan- 
dours, whom he encountered in the foreft of 
Torgau. He next cannonaded the corps of 
L«afcy, who as we have faid wa? polled behind 
the ponds of Torgau. In a word, the orders 
were not executed; the king attacked fingly, 
without being feconded by Ziethen, and with- 
out his cavalry being prefent. This ftill did 
not prevent him from purfuing his purpofe. 
The firft line of the king left the ravin, and 
boldly marched to the enemy ; but the prodigi- 
ous fire of the Imperial artillery, and the de- 
fcent of the ground, were too difadvantagepus. 
Moft of the Pruffian generals, commanders of 

battalions. 
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battalions, and foldiers, were killed or wounded. 
The line fell, back, and returned in fbrtie difor- 
der. By this the Auftrian carabiniers prdfited, 
purfued, and did not retreat till they had re- 
ceived rome difcharges from the fecond line. 
This line alfo approached, was difturbed, and^ 
after a more bloody and obftinate combat than 
the preceding, w^as in like mariner repulfed. 
Bulow who led it to the attack was taken. 

At length the much expedled prince of Hoi- 
ftein and his cavalry arrived. The third line 
of the Pruffiatis wa3 already in action ; the re- 
giment of prince Henry, attacking the feriemy, 
was in turn charged by the Auftrian cavalry, 

.and fupported* by the huflafs of Hund, Reit- 
Zenftein, and Priitwitz, againft all the efforts 
of the enemy to break its ranks. The dreadful 
fire of the artillery of the Auftrians had too 
haftily confumed the amrriunitiori. They had 
left their referve of cannon on the other fide of 
the Elbe, and their clofe lines did not admit of 
ammunition waggons to pafs and make prdper 
diftribution to the batteries. The king pro- 
fited by the moment when their fire llackened, 
and ordered the dragoons of Bareuth to attack 
their infantry. They were led on with fo 
'much valour and iriipetuofityj by Bulow, that, 

. in lefs than three minutes, they took prifoners 

L 2 the 
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the regiments of the Emperor, Neuperg, GeiC* 
ruck, and Imperial-Bareuth. The cuiraffiers 
of Spaen and Frederic at the fame time made 
an aflault on that part of the enemy's infentfy 
which was moft to the right of the PrufBans, , 
put it to the rout, and brought back many 
prifoners. The prince of Holftein was placed 
to cover the left flank of the infantr}', which 
his right wing joined, and his left inclined 
toward the Elbe. The enemy foon preifent- 
cd himfelf before the prince, with eighty 
fquadrons; the right toward the Elbe, the 
left toward Zinna. O^Donnel commanded the 
Imperial cavalry. Had he refolutely attacked 
the prince, the battle muft have been loft 
without refource : but hfe was rcfpeftful of 
a ditch of a foot and a half wide, which thofe 
who ikirmilQied were forbidden to pafs. The 
enemy believed it to be confiderable, bccaufe 
the PrulEans made a pretence of fearing to crofs 
it ; and the Imperialifts remained in the prc- 
fence of the prince inadlive. 

The dragoons of Bareuth had juft cleai'ed the 
height of Suptitz* The king fent thither the 
regiment of Maurice, which had not engaged, 
and a, brave and worthy officer, Leftwitz, 
brought up a corps of a thbufand men, which 
he had formed from the different regiments that 

had 
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had been repulfed la prcviQu$ attacks. With 
thefc troops the Phiffians fcized on the emi- 
nence of Suptitz, and there fixed themfelves, 
with all the cannon they could hajftily coUeft. 
Ziethen, at length, having arrived at his place 
of dedination, attacked on his fide. It began 
to be daric, and to prevent Pruffians from com- 
bating Pruffians, the infantry of Suptitz beat 
the march. They were prefently joined by 
Ziethen ; and fcarcely had the Pruffians begun 
to form with order on the ground before Lafcy 
came up, with his corps, to diflodge the king's 
forces. He came too late : he was twice re- 
pulfed. Offended at his ill receptioni at half 
paft nine, he retired toward Torgau* The 
FimiHans and Imperialifts were fo n^^ each 
other, among the viacy^v^$ of Suptitz, that 
many officers and foldi^rs, on bpth parts, wan* 
dering in the dark, were madfe prifoners afi:er 
the battle was over, and all was tranquil. 
The king himfelf, as he was rep4iring to the 
village of Neiden, as well to expedite orders 
relative to the vidtory as to fend intelligence of 
]fi through Brandenbourg and Silefia, heard the 
found of a carriage near the army# The word 
was demanded, and the reply was Auftrian. 
The efcort of the king fell pn and took two 
Iff 3 fi«ld 
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field pieces and a battalion of pandours, that 
had ioft themfelves in the night, A hundred 
paces furtherj he came up with a troop of 
horfc, that again gave the word, Aujlrian car- 
abtniers. The king's efcort attacked and dif- 
perfed them in the fbreft. Thofe who were 
taken related that they had loft their road 
with Ried in the wood, and that they had 
imagined the Imperialifts remained mafters of 
the field. 

The whole foreft that had been croffed by the 
PryfEans, before the battle, and befide which 
the king was then riding, was full of large fires. 
What thefe might mean no one could divine^ 
and fome huflars were fent to gain information. 
They returned, and related that foldiers iat round 
the fires, fome in blue uniforms and others in 
white. As intelligence more exad was necef- 
fary, officers weA then fent, who learnt a very 
lingular faft ; of which* I doubt whether any 
example in hiftory may be found. The fol-* 
diers were of both armies, and had fought re- 
fuge in the wood, where they had paffed an aft 
of neutrality, to wait till fortune had decided in 
favour of the Pruffians or Imperialifts; and 
they had mutually agreed to follow the vi^orb 
Dus party, 
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This battle coft the Pruflians thirteen thou*- 
fand men, three thoufand of whom were killed, 
and three thoufand fell into the cnemy^s hands, 
during the firft attacks, while the Auftrians were 
vidorious ; Bulow and Finck were among thefe. 
The breaft of the king was grazed by a ball, 
and the margrave Charles received a contufion»: 
fcveral generals were wounded. The battle 
was obftinately' difputed by both irmies; its 
fory coft the Imperialifts twenty thoufand men, 
eight thoufand of whom were taken, with foui' 
generals. They loft twenty-feven pair of 
. colours, and . fifty cannon. Marihal Daun 
was wounded at the coninjencement of the 
battle. 

When the enemy faw the firft line of the 
PrufEans give ground, with hopes too frivolous, 
they difpatched couriers to Vienna and War- 
faw, to announce their viftory; .but the fame 
night they abandoned the field of battle, and 
croffed the Elbe at Torgau. On the morning 
of the following day, the 4th, Torgau capitukt;- 
ed to general Hulfen. The prince ' of Wur- 
temberg was fent over the Elbe to purfue the 
foe, who fled in diforder: he augmented the 
number of prifoners already made. The Im- 
perialifts would have been totally defeated h^d 
L 4 not 
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not general Beck, who was not in the eftgige- 
mcnt, covered their retreat by pofting his 
corps between Arzberg and Trieftewiti, be- 
hind the Landgraben. It was wholly in the 
power of Daun to have avoided a battle. 
Had he placed Lafcy behind the defile of Nei- 
den, ififtead of the ponds of Torg3u> which 
fi^ battalions would have been fufficient to 
defend, his camp would have been impregna- 
ble. So great may the confcquem:es be of 
the leaft inadvertency in the difficult trade oi 
trar. 

When the Ruffians were informed of the fate 
of the day of Torgau, they retired to Thorn,, 
where they crofled the Viftula. The army of 
the king, on the 5th, advanced to Strehla^ and 
on the 6th to Meiffen. The Imperialifts had 
left Lafcy- on thsu fide of the Elbe, that he 
might cover the bottom of Plauen, before their 
arrival. He attempted to difputc the defile of 
Zehren with the van- guard ; but, when he faw 
the cavaky in motion to turn him by Lom- 
matfcb, he fled to Meiffen, where he crofled the 
Tripfche; but, in fpitc of the celerity of his 
march, his rcar-guaid was attacked, and loft 
four hundred men. The purfuit was continued 
that an attempt might be made, favoured by 

the 
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the fears and diforder of the foe> to pafs the 
bottom of Plauen with him, and feize on this 
important poft. But no diligence could ac* 
complifh this ; the troops were two hours to^. 
late; for, on arriving at Uckerfdorf, another 
corps of the enemy was difcovered, that had 
already taken poft at the Windberg, the right 
of which extended to the Trompeter Schlofgen. 
This was the corps of Haddick, who, with the 
prince de Deuxponts, quitting Leipfic, had 
marched to Zeitz, and afterward to Roflwein. 
No fooner were they informed of the Imperial 
defeat at Torgau than they diligently advanced 
to cover Drefden, before the PrufSans could 
come up. 

The progrefs of the king, and the confe- 
quenccs of the battle of Torgau, ended a{ 
Uckerfdcxf. As the wound of marihal Daui^ 
jM-evented him from continuing to command, he 
committed this charge to general O'Donel; who 
paffed the Elbe at Drefden, whence he fent the 
moft injured regiments into Bohemia, into tran-^ 
quil quarters of recovery. The prince of Wxir- 
temberg, no longer neceffary in Saxony, re- 
turned to join Werner and Belling in Pome- 
rania ; in conjunction with whom he prefendy 
cleared the dates of the king of the remaining 
Swedes by whom they were infefted; after 
4 which 
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which he turned toward Mecklenbourg, where 
he took up his winter quarters. 

Since the king and marihal Daun had quitted 
Silefia^ Laudon, leaving Lowenberg, had ad- 
vanced to Leobfchutz. Propofing to take Cofel, 
he made two fucceffive attacks on tl\c 24th and 
25th of Odober, and was both times repulfed 
by the excellent difpofitions of the governor, 
Lattorf. The approach of Goltz (Oftober 
f,6th) obliged the Auftrian to raife the fiege, 
who retired to Oberglogau, and thence to the 
heights of Kunzendorf. He did not reft there, 
when he faw Goltz >' advance at the head of 
twenty-two battalions and thirty-fix fquadrons, 
but took the road of Wartha, and retired into 
the county of Glatz, where he fent his troops 
into winter quarters, difperfing them over the 
neighbouring circles of Bohemia. The army 
of the king extended from Neifs, by Schweid- 
nitz, to Landlhut, Lowenberg, and Gorlitz. 
The Saxon troops inclined toward Elfterwerda, 
Cofwig, Torgau, Meiffen, Freyberg, Zwickau, 
and Naumbourg. 

The king eftabliftied his head quarters at 
Leipfic, that he might be near to concert cer- 
tain plans,. with prince Ferdinand of Brunfwick, 
againft the French and Saxons, who had ad- 
vanced in thefe parts a^ far a^ MuhlhaufcA and 

Dudcr- 
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Duderftadt. The better to underftand the fuc- 
ceflive expeditions that were undertaken during 
the winter, it will be neceflary to fketch the 
campaign of the allies, which was not fortunate 
this year. Their army was reinforced by feven 
thoufand Englilh, and a nearly equal number 
of light troops, that were raifed during the 
winter. On the 20th of May, prince Ferdi- 
nand of Brunfwick took the field, affembled his 
troops at Fritzlar, and fent generals Imhof and 
Luckner forward to occupy the important pofts 
of Kirchheim and Amonebourg, while he de- 
tached Gilfe on their left, wIto fixed himfelf at 
Hersfeld. The hereditary prince (June) was 
foon obliged to enter the country of Fulda, to 
proteft the quotas of foi^ge that were thence 
obtained for the allied army. 

The French did not aflemble till the loth of 
June, near Friedberg. De Broglio immediately 
fent the count de Luface into the biftioprick of 
Fulda, to obferve the motions of the hereditary 
prince. Thefc firft fl:eps did not fufficiently 
difcover the French plan of the campaign ; nor 
could any pofitive meafures of oppofition thence 
be derived. Prince Ferdinand was perfuaded 
the French would make their utmoft efforts this 
year on the fide of the lower Rhine; which fup- 
ppfition deranged the campaign, that perhaps; 

woul4 



156 POSTHUMOUS WORKS. 

would have worn another afpeft, had he been 
before the French on the Elbe. The intention 
of de Broglio was to penetrate into Hefle, and 
tlience into Hanover, as far as the defign was 
prafticable. Every operation was to effeft this 
purpofe, which all the efforts of prince Ferdi- 
nand tended to impede, either by feizing on capi- 
tal pcAs, by beating detachments, or, if he could 
50t attack the French becaufe of their ftreagth 
and advantageous groynd, of which th^y hi4 the 
good fenfe to profit, by making a divcrfion un- 
der the hereditary prince on Wefet to enfipc- 
ble the enemy that faced him in Heffe. 

The firft motion of de Broglio ^as to Grqn- 
bcrg, the fpcond to the Olam. Prince Ferdi- 
nand turned tpw^rd ^iegenh^n, and thence ta 
Dieterihaufen, Thefip n^anoBuvres g^v* imme^ 
diato adv^t^ge to (lie French to feize on Mar* 
bourg. St. Germain, who was on the lower 
Rhine^ had orders to join marlhal de ^rc^Uo, (q 
fefiulfc general Spor^en, who was his opponents 
He advanced to Unji*, whence he fuddenly 
turned toward the Ryhr, and thence to the Di^ 
mei. The Hanoverian general w^s not deceived 
by this artifice, but arrived at the fame time on 
the Dimel. To facilitate his junftion (July 8th) 
with St. Germain, de Broglio marched to Neu- 
ftadt; and thence to Corbach. Prince Ferdi- 
nand, 
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Hand, who was ftill at Ziegenhain, Tent the 
hereditary prince into the country of Waldeck, 
and prefently followed. The hereditary prince 
approached Corbacb, to cover the mardbi <if 
the allies, who were paffing the defile of Stich- 
fenhaufen, a mile in his rear. The French 
ariny, very fuperior in numbers to his detach- 
ment, attacked him, and be loft fome men ^and 
artilleiy. He retreated to Sachfcnhaufen, vhefc 
he rejoined the prince his uncle. 

As the whole French army was at Coitach, 
prince Ferdinand was at leafl: defirous to cover 
the biflioprick of Paderborn, whither he fcnt 
SpSrken, who fcarcely had arrived before he 
found himfelf oppofed by St. Germain, fent by 
marlhal de Rroglio. The hereditary prince pain- 
fully fiipported the repulfe he had mdt with at 
Corbach, and was not tardy in taking revenge. 
He fecretly left: the camp, and carried an entire 
detachment of three thoufand French at Kirch* 
hayn, with thdr commandet-, brigadier Glau- 
bitz, and the prince of Cothen. Nor did de 
Broglio remain ina(9ive; he endeavoured to 
tike the corps of Sporken; and though the 
Hanoverian general retired to Volkmarfen, 
and the army of the allies approached for his 
Tupport, his rear-guard w^as very ill treated by 
the French- 
After 
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After this check, prince Ferdinand took poft 
at Calben, to cover Caflel; the hereditary prin<» 
at Oberwellmar; Wangcnhcim at Munchof, 
and Sporken at WeftofFelen. The French army 
followed the German beyond Freyenhagen; 
whence the count de Luface inclined to the 
Eder,' and de Muy to Warbourg. As the latter 
corps deprived the allies of their communica- 
tion with the biftioprick of Paderborn, and the 
town of Lippftadt, the hereditary prince and 
Sporken were fent into thefe parts. The allied 
army immediately followed. The hereditary 
prince had turned dc Muy when prince Ferdi- 
nand came up. The aftion immediately began; 
and the French having loft twenty pieces of ar- 
. tiUery, and four thoufand men, retired to Volk- 
marfen; where perhaps they would not have 
remained in tranquillity, had not an accident 
happened which deranged every meafure of the 
allies* 

No fooner was prince Ferdinand removed 
from Caflel than de Broglio fent the count de 
Luface to befiege this city;, and fcarcely did he 
appear before that capital furrendered. It was 
taken by the French on the fame day that de 
Muy was beaten by the allies at Warbourg. 
The French army immediately marched to Volk- 
marfen, on the DimeU De Muy advanced to 
I Stadt- 
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Stadtbefg; and the count de Luface penetrated 
by Mundcn into the eleftorate of Hanover. 
Prince Ferdinand remained at Warbourg, op* 
pofed Sp6rken to de Muy, and preferVed his 
communication^ to the beft of his power^ be- 
hind the Dimei, while the hereditary prince and 
Luckner (Auguft 7th) paffed the Wefer, ^t 
Ifblzmunden. They advanced on the count- 
de Luface, obliged him to abandon Eirhbeck> 
Nbrdheim, and Gottingen; and made more 
than fix hundred prifoners in this expedition. 
The count de Luface took the route of Witzcnr 
haufen, and ufed all diligence to regain Mun- 
den. The heredit9.ry prince, having left VV^a^ 
genheitn at Uflar to obferve the French, returned 
CO join the army of his uncle. 

In confequence of the different manoeuvres 
which we have related, the allies only held a 
flip of Heffe; and as they were entirely cut off 
from Ziegenhain, that fortrefs was taken by the 
French, who made the garrifon prifoners of war. 
Marfhal de Broglio having thus cleared his rear, 
finding himfelf in poffeffion of the country of 
Heffe, affembled all his detachments, inclined 
toward Durrenberg, and made a feint of pene- 
trating the eledorate of Hanover, in full force. 
Tliis appearance caufed the allies to fall back 
oa the VVefer, encamp at Buhne, and, by de- 
tachments. 



tachmcnts, occupy the pofts of Bcverungaft^ 
Bodenhagen, and TeHfelberg, The hereditary 
prince remained at Warbourg, whence he by 
niglit furprifed a detachment of five hundred 
French, at Zlierenberg. A few days after he 
uordied along the Eder, to fupport the enter- 
frifeofBulow^ on Marbourg. The latter ad-^ 
vanced toward the town with the -Britiih legift^ 
furprifed the French, ruined their bakery, aad 
vould have carried his advantages ilill further 
feut for the misfortune of colonel Ferffen, whofe 
duty it was to fupport him on the fide of Corbie, 
and to proteft his retreat, but who was beaten 
•by dc Stainville. Bulow, not receiving timely 
information of this, retreated with difficulty, and 
did not regain the corps of the hereditary prince 
without fufFering fome lofs in his rear-guani 
(September 14th). De Broglio mean time having 
returned to Caffel, prince Ferdinand affumed 
the camp of Geifmar. As the French however 
had not renounced their intention of penetrating 
into the eledtorate of Hanover, the marfhal re- 
inforced the corps of the count de Luface widi 
[ fixteen thoufand men. His intention was to 
furprifc Wangenheim, at Uflar; where this ge- 
neral was attacked on the 19th; and, by the 
fuperiority of the enemy, compelled to retreat; 
but without fjffcring any confiderable lofs. 

Prince 
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l^rince Ferdinand, being informed of what had 
happened, fent reinforcements to Waiigenheim, 
tvho returned and occupied his former poft. 

The count de Luface inclined to Lutterberg, 
and recovered Gottingen, while fome French 
detachments feized on Vach, Hersfeid, Efch- 
wege, and Muhlhaufen; where they eftabliflied 
magazines, the quotas of which the dutchies of 
Gotha and Eifenach were obliged to furnilh. 
Other detachments extended thence into Thu- 
ringia, to aflift the troops of the empire, and 
thofc of the duke of Wurtcmberg, who the A ad- 
vanced toward the Elbe, on the fide of Witten- 
berg and Torgau. 

Prince Ferdinand clearly faw, by the different 
meafures of the French, that marlhal de Broglio 
intended to maintain himfelf, during winter, in 
Heffe, and in the eleftorate of Hanover. This 
defign he imagined he could no otherwife 
fruftrate than by a powerful diverfion ; which, 
drawing the enemy's force into other parts, 
would give him leave to form fome attemj* 
ajgainft the remainder of the French army, by 
which he Ihould be oppbfed, 

Haftening to execute this project, he fent his 
nephew to befiege Wefel; and the Jieredkary 
prince immediately departed at the head of fif- 
teen thoufand men for the Lower Rliine. The 
M prlnac 
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prince rtinforccd his corps, on his march, with 
all the men that could be drawn from the gar- 
rifons <^ Munfler and Lippiladt; and, in the 
beginning of Odtober, invefted the town of 
Wefel, the garrifon of which then confifted of 
two thoufand fix hundred men. It appeared 
that this expedition, in order to fucceed, muft 
be prompt; and, by hazarding a coup de main, 
fecretly fending troops provided with fcaling 
ladders, on the fide of the Rhine, and at the 
fame time making a falfe attack toward the gate 
of Berlin, it would have been poffiWe at once 
to have carried the town and the citadel. Per- 
haps the attempt might appear too hazardous; 
and the hereditary prince might have reafons to 
prefer the ufual manner of forming fieges. He 
paffed the Rhine with a part of his forces, feized 
on the town of Cleves, where he made fix hun- 
dred prifoners, marched thence to Ruremonde, 
which was taken without refiftance, and after- 
ward turned to Burich, where he intrenched 
himfelf between that town and the Rhine, efta- 
blifhing his bridges of communication over this 
river above and below WefeK The trenches 
were opened before the town on the nth. 

Marftial de.Broglio did not remain, in indo- 
lence. By the route of the hereditary prince 
he divined what the nature of the expedition 

might 
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inigHt be; and inceflantly fent de Gaftries, it 
the head of twenty thoufand meh/to the Low6r 
Rhine. This general traverfed Wctferavia, and 
was fo expeditious that, on the 14th, he arrived 
at Nuys. He was joined by ten thoufand men, 
whom he drew fohie from the country of 
Cologne, others from the garrifons of the Low 
Countries. After their arrival, advancing to 
Jlheinberg, he took a pofition behind the ditch 
of Eugene, a canal which goes from that place 
to Guelders, whehce he extended his left to 
Clofter Campen. 

Ill informed Of the force of the foe, and not 
imagining his corps fo ftrong, the hereditary 
prince thought proper to meet the French; for, 
had he been vi<9»rious over this detachment, 
Wefel muft have fellen of itfelf ; and, (hould 
he leave deCaftries time to ftrengthen his army^ 
Ke muft have raifed the fiegc without a battle. 
With this intent, the prince approached Rhein- 
berg; arid, on the night of the 15th, marched 
to the enemy, to attack his left, beyond Clofter 
Campen. The prince was ignorant that the 
corps of Fifcher was pofted in the van of the 
French. Obliged to diflodge Fifcher, the fir- 
ing gave the alarm to the corps of de Caftries, 
and the battle immediately began; which was 
^bftiriate, inH continued from five to nine 
M z o'clock 



o*clock in the morning. The allies carried one 
of the enemy's lines, but numbers were fuccefs- 
fol. The French inceffantly brought up frefli 
troops, that had not been in adkion, and attacked 
the two wings of the affaiknts. The allies were 
unable to refill; and the prince, perceiving his 
difadvantage, determined to retreat to Burich, 
with the lofs of twelve hundred men. The 
French did not purfue; but the prince, return* 
ing to his camp, found his bridges had been 
carried away by a fwell of the waters. They 
were not repaired before the i8th, when he 
pafled the Rhine, raifed the fiege, and encamp- 
ed at Brunen, which is but a mile from Wefel. 
Here the prince fome time continued to obfervc 
the French, who gave no figns of purfuit ; after 
which he returned into the country of Munfter; 
whence, having fent a part of his corps into 
Lower Saxony, he put the remainder into quar- 
ters of cantonment. 

Nothing confiderable happened during this 
expedition on the 'fide of prince Ferdinand, ex* 
cept that Wangenheim, reinforced by fome 
jroops from the grand army, drove de Stain- 
ville firom Duderftadt, and eftablifhed himfelf 
there. Marihal de Bbtoglio, having intrenehed 
his camp of Caflcl, fcftt his cavalry into the 
bjilhoprick of Fulda* Prince Ferdinand then 

crofled 
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croffed the Wefer, and reinforced his pofts of 
Uflar, Moringen, and Nordheim. Wc fhall 
foon fee the various manoetivres of thefe gene- 
rals, in order to recover and to maintain Heffc. 
The conteft continued during the two fucceed- 
ing campaigns; nor did the allies become fupe- 
rior till toward the termination of the peace. 



CHAP. XIII. 

The Winter of 1760 to 1761. 

ON the 8th of December, the army of the 
king went into winter quarters. It had 
no fear of being difturbed by the Imperialifts, 
who too retentively kept in mind the battle of 
Torgau, and were wholly employed in repair- 
ing their loffes. With the French it was dif- 
ferent: they had obtained advantages over 
prince Ferdinand, by which they approached 
the ftates of the king, and the frontiers of Sat- 
ony. Marihal de Broglio occupied Heffe, had 
fent a detachment of Saxons and French to 
Gotha, held Gottingen, and by his pofition 
equally preffed upon the Pruffians and allies* 
That they might be encroached upon in return, 
the king required prince Ferdinand to take the 
field as early as poflible; for the Fruliians had 
M ^ annually 
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annually tx> combat with the &me troopSi againft 
the Ruffians, Swedes, Auftrians and French, 
Prince Ferdinand inclined toward Gottingen 
with his army. The heavy rains made the 
waters fwell, and overflowed the roads. Neither 
provifions nor ammunition could be tranfported ; 
the expedition foiled, and prince Ferdiftand re-» 
turned to his former pofition. 

Not yet difcouraged by the failure of thi? 
plan, another was attempted to be put in exe-^ 
cution. Prince Ferdinand propofed to enter 
Hefle by three routes, to fall at the fame time 
Qn different quarters of the French, by which 
<t might be prefumcd the enemy would be 
thrown back on the Maine, and that he might 
recover the towns of Hefle, and rrfbore die war 
to a more advantageous date in favour of the 
allies. Further to encourage the prince in this 
expedition, the king promiicd to affifir him with 
a corps of Prufil^xis, which he mij^t employ as 
fat as the banks of the Werra and Vach, and 
mcafures were concerted for the performance of 
this enterprife. 

Seven thoufend Pruffians, in confequence, 
advanced (February lath, 1761) to Langen- 
falza, where de Stainville w^ pofted, with a 
corps of Saxons and French. The little rivulet 
of thg Salz^ divided the French cavalry and the 

8»xoa 
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Saxon infantry^ De Stainville kept on the 
right fide of the rivulet^ witli his corps^ and 
the count of Sokns on the left^ having a mailh 
between thcnit The Pruffians on their arrival 
cannonaded the French cavalry^ which imme- 
diately took to flight. Seeing themfelves aban*- 
donedthus by de Stainville> the Saxons thought 
proper to retreat. Lollhoftel, Anhalt, and Pritt- 
wjtz, feized the moment when they put them-^ 
felves in motion, attacked with the Pruffian 
cavalry, broke them, and took fixty officers, 
three hundred men, and five pieces of artillery, 
dividing the honour of fo brave an aftion. 
Sporken came up with his Hanoverians, and 
joined the troops of the king, in the purfuit of 
the foe. Luckner again attacked the Saxons 
at Eifenach, and afterward at Vach, where he 
difperfed their whole infantry. Sporken and 
Luckner advanced thence to Hcrsfeld. 

The hereditary prince in the interim feized 
on Fritzlar, and the magazine which the French 
there abandoned. Prince Ferdinand, who kept 
in the centre of thefe two corps, with the main 
army, pafled the Fulda, and marched imme* 
diately for Caffel. De Broglio, taken thus un- 
exp^edly, did not wait his coming, but retired 
through the town of Fulda to Hanau and Frank- 
fort. However unfavourable the feafon might 
M4 ^9 
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be, ftill the recovery of Caflel from the FrencK 
was of fo much importance that prince Ferdi'* 
nand determined to undertake the liege. This 
operation he committed to the count de la 
Lippe. The place was defended by a garrifon 
of fix thoufand French, and was inveftcd by the 
count with fifteen thoufand Hanoverians. Not 
to lofe that opportunity which the diftance of 
the French army prefented, prince Ferdi^and at 
once undertook to befiege the three towns of 
Caffel^ Ziegenhain and Marbourg. The want 
of experience in his generals and engineers, the 
delay of ammunition, and the bad ajid broken 
roads, which occafioned the waggons to break 
down, wer? the c^ufes of the fa^ilure of |J1 the 
three. 

While thefe fieges were carried on, the herer 
ditary prince advanced to obferve the motions 
of the French toward Frankfort, and on the 
Maine. The prince his uncle was a little too 
much in the rear, with the grand army, to 
afford him prompt fuccour, De Broglio fell on 
this detachment with his whole army. The 
hereditary- prince loft diree hundred men, and 
with the remainder joined prince Ferdinands 
De Broglio continued to advance in Hefle. A 
detachment of the allies, which befieged Ziegen* 
hain, was too dilatory in retreat;, which waa 

irregut 
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irregularly made in prefence of the enemy, and 
it was totally defeated* 

To avoid ftiil heavier misfortunes, prince 
Ferdinand imagined prudence required he 
Ihould evacuate Heffe; and his retreat was 
made with fo much precaution that he re-enter- 
(cd the eledorate of Hanover, without having 
fufFered the leaft lofs. De Broglio did not ven- 
ture to purfue, but remained fatisfied with re- 
vi6tualling the city of Caflel, and reinforcing 
the garrifon ; as he lifcewife did the garrifons 
of GidT^n, Marbourg, apd Ziegenham; after 
which he retreated behind the Maine. The 
f roops of th^ king, ferving againft the French 
^nd Saxons, now becoming ufelefs on the 
Werra, were employed to oppofe the army of 
the empire. Scarcely was one enemy van* 
quifhed before another rofe up. Schenkendorf, 
in the month of March, led the Pruflians againft 
a corps of four thoufand men, of the circles, 
pofted near Schwarzbourg, which he defeated, 
and brought back twelve hundred prifoners and 
five cannon. 

After narrating the events of a campaign dur- 
ing which no refped was paid to winter or all 
the rigoi^rs of the feafons, it is neceflary to take 
^ retrofpeft of what pafled in the cabinets of 
prince?, France began to feel the duration of 

th« 
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the war: (he was enfeebled by the total inter* 
ruption of her commerce; by her loffcs in the 
Eaft and Weft Indies; and by the enormous 
expences which the German war had brought 
upon her. The Auftrian alliance had loft the 
glare of novelty, and the firft raptures of falhion 
were paft. The people, that monftcr with 
many tongues and few eyes, complained of the 
war, the burthen of which they bore, and which 
was made in defence of the houfe of Auftria, 
the hereditary foe of France. A more refpeft- 
able voice, that of the wife, equally exclaimed 
againft a war which ruined the kingdom to ag- 
grandife a reconciled enemy; and this voice 
began to claim attention. The court had its 
private views* In all kingdoms there are nu«^ . 
merous citizens who^ removed from the tumult 
of the world, and examining free from paffion 
and prejudice, judge with a fane undejrfUnding; 
while thofe who hold the helm contemplate ob« 
je&s with the eyes of delufion, reafon concern* 
ing the phantoms imagination raifes, and often 
are involved, in confequence of fome feUe mea* 
fure, in a (ucc^don of errors, which they want^ 
ed the power to fisrefee. 

This was nearly the fituation of the miniftry 
of VerfaiUes. At the beginning of the year, they 
fent a writteu dedkuratioo to (heir aUi^s, inform* 

ing 
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ing them that France having for four years, in 
conjunftion with the powers in her friendfliip, 
made inefieAual efforts to overwhelm the king 
of Pruffia, they were no longer in a condition 
to fupport that enormous expenpe at which they 
bad hitherto been ; and that, by continuing the 
war, the devaftation and ruin of Germany, 
■which was the theatre of war, would be com- 
pleted. They concluded by advifing the 
other powers to renounce all prefent intention 
bf conqucft; and feriouily to think, on the re-- 
eftabliihment of peace. 

The fame declaration was made in ftill 
ftronger terms at Stockholm ; becaufe that, in the 
ftatcsaflfembled in diet at that capital, the court 
paity had warmly attacked the French faftion, 
and taxed it with having kindled and fomented 
Var, into which Sweden had been dragged to 
its ruin. The pacific difpofitions therefore 
which this French declaration there difp^ayed 
Ulcere but meant to calm the agitated minds of 
the people, and to overturn the arguments em- 
ployed by the party of oppoiition; that the 
creatures of Fr^iice might be fupported in the 
fenate, 

The two emprcffes, and the king of Po* 

land, received this declaration acc<^ding to the 

different fenfations which their different interefts 

4. infpiredr 
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infpired. The king of Poland was in rcalitf 
weary of the war : he began to perceive that, 
as it continued to be carried on in his country, 
he was equally ruined by thofe whom he called 
friends or foes; he neverthelefs hoped hf 
might obtain fome indenmification by the way 
of treaty. 

The emprefs of Ruflia loved peace, and was 
dcfirous thefe troubles (hould end j becaufe Ihc 
hated bufinefs, labour, ^nd the (hedding of 
blood. But, eafy of conyi<ftio^ fropx fuch as 
had gained aii afcendancy over her mind, and 
excited by thofe whq furrounded her perfon, 
<hc was perfuaded her dignity would not per- 
mit her to make peace, tiU the power of Pruf-r 
£a (hould firfl be abafed« 

The emprefs queen, who fijt all the engines 
in motion that were a^ing throughout Europe, 
to humble the great enemy of her houie^ w^ 
^efirous of prolonging an enthuiiafm fo advan*. 
tageous to herfelf, and not to lay down arm* 
till all that (he had meditated againft Pruffia, 
(hould be entirely efFeded. That (he might 
not however give any offence to the court of 
Verfailles, but might in appearance conciliate, 
interefts fo incompatible, (he propofed that a 
general congrefs (hould be held at Aug(bourg i 
ceriain that (he thus (hould flatter France, while, 

ia 
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m the eyes of the world, flic fliould z,ffc& a 
condud highly moderate. This in reality could 
in no wife prejudice her intents nor her intereHs; 
for it was in her power to lengthen this negotia- 
tion to whatever period flie fliould think pro- 
per, and in the mean time to carry on the war 
with vigour, during the approaching campaign, 
on the fuccefs of which all her high hopes were 
founded. 

The propofal for this congrefs was made at 
London by prince Gallitzin, the Ruflian am- 
baflador to Great Britain. The kings of Prut 
fia and England acceded with the lefs repug- 
nance becaufe that they themfelves had pre- 
pofed a congrefs, the preceding year, although 
their enemies had not deigned to anfwer the 
overtures they made. Under appearances fo 
pacific, France concealed views more profound. 
She offered England a fufpenlion of arms, and 
reciprocally to fend envoys that their difputes 
might terminate in friendfliip. Her f ecret pur- 
pofe was to amufe Great Britain by negotiation, 
and retard the immenfe naval armaments of the 
nation, that the feafon might be loft, her own 
fleets reftored, and Spain made a party in the 
war. Or, fliould England be difpofed to peace, 
France hoped, under the mafk of mediatrix, to 
become the arbitrcfs of the congrefs of Augf- 

bourg, 
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bourg, and there to enaft a part iimilar tothaf 
ihe had heretofore played in the congrefs of the 
peace of Weftphalia. 

After fome conferences, the Brkilh minifhy 
i^eed that envoys ihoiild be reciprocally fent ; 
but at the fame time declined concluding any 
fufpenfion of arms, till preliminaries^fird (hould 
be ftipulated. The king, who knew bis «ne« 
miesy named his miniilers for the congrefs of 
Augfbourg. Their inftru6tions were to receive 
ev^ry propofition that (hould l>e made, but not to 
return any anfwer. The king propbfed ferioufly 
to negotiate peace by his minifters at London, 
where he found his advantage in treating dired- 
ly with France, and not with fo many princes 
at lonce. Under his prefent circumftances, the 
king could not oppofe a feparate peace between 
the French and Englifli ; he could only endea- 
vour to obtiiinthe bdt poffible conditions ; and 
it was in confequence premifcd that the French 
(hould be obliged to reftorc the provinces be- 
longing to PnifSa, which they had invaded dur- 
ing war, and chat England (hould furniflx the king 
with fubfidies and troops, that he might oblige 
liis remaining enemies to confent to a proper 
accommodation. It was further agreed that no 
ambafl&dorfrom <he emperor (hould be admit- 
ted to this congrefs^; :becaufethat wfurh^ been 

made 
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made on the empre& queen^ and tm on the 
chief of the empire ; which claufe, infignificant 
4S it was in itfelf^ was the caufe diat this fa* 
mous congrefs was never held, 

JEngland at this tiitte (Novcteiber 1760) loft 
her kiiig> George IL who ended a glorious 
reign by a mild and hafty death* Befbre his 
departure he had the fatisfaftioh to hear that 
Montreal had been taken, and that the Englifli 
had completely conquered Canada. Among 
other virtues this prince poffeffed heroic forti- 
tude ; fo that his allies might place an entire 
confidence in^his 'Word* His gi^ndfon was his 
fucceffor, then fcarccly of age, and is the pre- 
fent George IH. 

The negotiation ftill carried on at Gonftanls% 
nople on the part, of Pruffia, which has fo often 
been mentioned in this work, began then to 
aflume a kind oiF confiftenqy. On the ,2d of 
April, the Pruffian minifter figned a treaty of 
friendftiip with the grand vizir, and was ad- 
mitted to a public audience. The contradiag 
parties mutually referved the freedom of a clofer 
unipn, and of converting it into a defenfivc 
alli^mce. How ineffeftual foever this creai;y 
might really be, it infpircd the court- of VienMy 
and even that of Ruffia, with apprehenfioai. 
The engagement that the two powers had con- 

traftecl 
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trafted was fuppofcd to be of a more intimate 
kind than fuch as it was publicly announced. 
But, as thfe Ottoman forces were not put in mo-* 
tion, the emprefs queen imagined no divetfion 
would happen, during this campaign. 

The troops remained tranquil in their quar- 
ters till the end of March. In the month of 
April thofe of Saxony aflembled in canton- 
ments, and the king transferred his quarters 
from Leipfic to Meiflen. 



CHAP. XIV. 

Campaign of 1761. 

THE pacific fentiments, which die two Im- 
perial courts difplayed with fo much 
oftcntation, did not prevent them from haftta- 
ing, with extreme ardour, every preparation 
for the coming campaign. The greateft ef- 
forts were intended, and every means were to 
be employed to reduce the king, of Pruffia to 
the laft extremity. Marfhal Daun took the 
command of the Imperial army in Saxony ; that 
of Silefia was confided to general Laudon, who 
on the 6th of April came and encamped at 
Seitendorf, in the prefence of Goltz, who had 
pofted his troops at Kunzendorf. The advan- 
tages 
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tages the king had gained^ during the lad cam- 
paign againft the Auftrians, had not been fuf- 
ficiently important totally to incline the balance 
in his favour. The emprefs queen had recruit* 
cd her troops during winter, and the Rujflian 
army, which was at her difpofal^ continually 
gave her the advantage of numbers, and a 
facility of making fubftantial diverfions, when- 
ever (he fliould think proper. Exclufive of 
this aid, (he further had that of the troops of 
the empire, and the Swedi(h army. Alexander, 
with not fo many foldiers and allies, fubjugatcd 
the empire of Perfia. 

The different plans of the campaign formed 
by the belligerent powers were as follow. 

France determined to a& with two armies 
againft prince Ferdinand; that of rfie Lower 
Rhine, tinder the command of the prince de 
Soubife, was to feize on Munfter; and that <rf, 
the Maine, headed by the mar(hal de Broglio^ 
was to penetrate by Gottingen into the eledtoratc 
of Hanover. Laudon was deftined, by the 
court of Vienna, to undertake a war of fieges in 
Sile(ia, in which he was to be fupported by the 
Ruffians. The latter were to lead their princi* 
pal forces on the Wartha, where they had 
chofen Pofen as their central pofiuon. From 
N this 
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this pod Butturlin was to a£t in Sflefia^ accord" 
ing as it (hould be agreed oetween himfclf and 
the Auftrian generals, while Rcmiaazow^ with a 
heavy detacliment, was to beficge Colberg, and 
to be fupported by the Ruffian and Swedifti 
fleets. JVIarihal Daun refervcd himfclf for de- 
cifive occafions. His army was as the maga- 
zine whence every reinforcement was to be 
fent, into the parts where their prefence (honld 
be neceffary. CDonel coitfcquendy was de- 
tached with fixteen thoufand men for Zittau^ 
where he was equally ready to march into 
Saxony or Silefia. 

It was impoffible for the king and his allies 
to take meafures that (hould fufficiently and ef- 
feftually oppofe the intentions and efforts of 
futh a boft of enemies. The principal subrange- 
. ments however were diefe. To the heitditary 
pnnce the charge of covering the country of 
Munfter againft the attacks of the prince de 
Soubife was comsnitted, by prince Ferdinand, 
who affumed Paderborn as his central ' point, 
where he was empowered tafupport the here- 
ditary prince, or to come on the back of de 
.Brogtio, fhouM the marfhal hazard the paflage 
of theWefer, and adventure into the eledtorate 
of Hanover. - ^ * 

Th« 



ttliitdRY dp THE tUVtV t^AM WAH. tf^ 

:Thc army qf Saxony ^as cottfideii by the 
king to the prince his hroiheVy to whom it wa^ 
jtecomnxended to dbferve marihal Dauni and^ 
fliould the marihal take the- road to Sildfia, to 
follow with a part of the Pr uffian fcwce j leaving 
general ttulfen at Meiflfen, With a detachmejr)ty 
that he might maintain himfelf in Sa:lEony, an 
fer as cifcumftances would perinit* To himfell 
the king referved the defence of Silefia. Gohi 
was chofen to cover Giogau, -with a corps of 
twelve thoufand men. , The prince of Wur* 
temberg, who had wintered in MecklenbojJrg, 
was deftin^ with the troops under his com* 
itiand to cover the town of Colberg ; slnd tfa« 
intrenched camp he was to occupy round that 
place was laboured at with diligence* It wad 
fdrefe^n that^ fliould the Ruffians fail in thi§ 
fiege, they might carry their attacks either' 
toward the ekdoral March or toward Silefia^ 
Should the fbnner happen^ ir Was agreed that 
the prince of Wurtemberg and general Golcs& 
Ihould form a jundion at Frankfort, to cbVeif 
Berlin ; where, of the two grand Fruffian ar- 
mies, that which had the leaft to fterform 
ihould fend them fuccours ; and> if the latter 
took place, Goltz had inftruftiiHis to cover 
Glogau or Breilau, according as the one or ths 
other of thefe towns (hould moft ne^d fupport. 
N 2 The? 
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The troops having prcvioufly affcmbled iii 
their various places of deftinatidn, the king, be- 
gan his march, on the 4th of May, paffed the 
Elbe at Hirfchftein, on the fame day, and on 
the loth arrived at Lowenberg, without meet-' 
ipg with any impediment on his route. Lau- 
^on^ on the ^ approach of the Pruffians, aban- 
doned his camp of Seitendorf, retired into 
Bohemia, and intrenched himfelf at Haupt« 
mannfdorf, near Braunau, He further gar- 
nifiied the pofts of Silberberg and Wartha with 
troops fufficient for the defence of thcfe two 
paifes, which lead into the county of Glatz^ 
The king chofe his pofition near Kunzcndorf 5 
his right occupied the Zeiikenberg and Furften- 
ftein; his left extended on the eminence of Berhf- 
dorf. Bulow was befide ported at Nimptfch, 
with a corps of cavalry, to prcferve a free com' 
munication with Neifs. Goltz meantinie de- 
parted with a detachment of ten tboufand men 
for Glogau, whence he detached Thadden, with 
four battalions, to join the prince of Wurtem- 
bcrg, who aheady occupied his* intrenched camp 
qear Colberg. 

While thefe preparatives were executiftg ia 
Silefia, Pomerania, and Saxony, the Auftrians 
afid Ruflians held their deliberations. It was 
with difficulty that they could agree 5 and their 

plan 
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plan of operations was feveral times changed. 
At length they concluded that Romanzow 
fliould befiege Colberg; and that Butturlin 
fliould immediately march for Breflau, Gene- 
ral Goltz, in the interim, fell fick ; and in a 
few days was carried off by an inflammatory 
fever. Ziethen, his fucceffor, was fent on an 
expedition into Poland, that had twice been at- 
tempted in vain, and which a third time failed* 
This was to attack fome of the Ruffian columns 
on their march, when they were too fcattered 
to find any prompt fuccour. The one marched 
for Schneidemuhle, the mother for Schwerin, and 
the third for Pofen. General Zeithen advanced 
to Frauftiadt, where he beat a corps of Coflacki, 
hut durft adventure ho further ; the three Ruf- 
fian divifions having, two jlays before, formed 
their jujiftion at Pofen. 

Butturlin then put himfelf in motion, tra-^ 
verfed the palatinate of Pofnania by Ihort 
marches, and flowly continued his road, ftill 
approaching Silefia on the fide of Militfch^ 
which indicated his defigns on Breflau. Zietheii 
kept pace with him, diredting his march to- 
ward Trachenberg. No fooner were the Ruf* 
iians in motion than O'Donel^ quitting Lufatia, 
proceeded fo join the army of Laudon. , 

The pofition the king, had taken among the 
N 3 mounet 
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m^^^tains of Silcfia was but precarious. He 
coycri^d the flat country againft the cnenty's k- 
curfioos, as well as circumftanccs would per- 
piit i but fincc Butturlia had marched toward 
MiUtfch, he foon jnuft have a confidfertWe 
firmy in Ws rear, having already the Aoftrians 
in front. The hills therefore muft be forfakeh, 
pnd the army poftfid in fu^h a manpcr as, by 
not being attached to one particular defence, 
it fd^H haftily turn on "any fide> to fiiritorite 
the attempts of the enemy, T^w camp of Poi» 
m^ was the btft for the eicccutton of this .pro- 
j^, and ^as ac^cordjngly occupied by the iarmy. 
The king pfopofed to keep, as long as poffi- 
ble, a Tfliddie linp between the Aufti*ian$ and 
RiTf^ansr^ that he might oppofe their umon. 
He was atfo determined to giv(? the Atjftrians 
battle, ftiould any favourabfc opportunity offer; 
but to keep fcrupuloufly on the defenfive with 
the Ruffians; bccaufe that {hould he -gain a 
viftory over the Auftrians they would of thcm- 
felves retire j whereas, (hould fimilar advantages 
attend on atta:cking the Ruffians, t^at would 
not prevent general Laudon from continuing 
his operations. The Auftrians are the natural 
and irreconcileable enemies of the Pruflians, 
while circumftanccs only rendered the Ruffians 
foes, who mi|ht by fpmo change, or fbmc 

revolution. 
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revoiatioa, become friends, nay even alUes. 
Not to conceal the tnuh> let us add, tte 
Fruffian army was not in fuificient force to give 
battle daily, and the king was obliged to huf- 
band his efforts, and his troops, for critical and 
docifive moments. The king had been but a 
few days in his camp of Pvilzen (July the aid) 
when Laudon left the mountains^ oppofite the 
Prufiians, by the defile of Steinkunzendprf. 
This weak manoeuvre difcovered his whole in* 
tentions} and he ieemed openly to proclaim 
he meant to attack the fprtre^ of Nei(s. Oa 
the morrow the army q£ the king departed, and 
occupied the heights of Si^roth, and, as the 
Auftrians were feen tt> take the road of Fran* 
kfioftein, it was determined to anticipate tbem^ 
by firft gaining the heights of Munfterberg« 
While making this march, Brentanp was the 
next day found pofted between Frapkeni^ein 
and Henrichau, whence he had thrown fpme 
pandours into Munfterberg. The vohmteerf 
gf Courbi^re, and the grenadiers of Nim» 
fi^w&y, forced the town ; and Brenuno, gfter 
being expofed to a warm cannonade, retired io 
fome difbmce from the poft he had occupied. 

Moring, who was fent forward with his regi- 
ment to the heights of Noflen, there took the 
whole encampment c^ Laudon, which was only 
N 4 covered 
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covered by three hundred huflars. The king, 
while pofting the infantry on thefe heights, dif* 
covered the Auftrian army on the fide of Fran- 
kenftein, which, by its circuitous windings and 
wavering manoeuvres, fufficiently demonftrated 
that its plans were deranged. The real inten-^ 
tion of Laudon had been to aifume this camp, 
that he might cut off the king from Neifs, and 
to afterward poft himfelf on the heights of 
Woitz, Giefmanfdorf, and Neudorf. By this 
he would have formed the inveftiture of the 
place on this fide the river, while the Ruffians^ 
pafling the Oder at Oppeln, would arrive and 
urround it on the fide of Upper Silefia, 
rom Billau as far as the Cardau. The army 
of the king made buj: a (hort ftay at Noflen, 
and advanced the fame day to Carlowite. On 
the naorrow, it extended ^ong a continuation 
of hills which go from Ottmachau, by Gief- 
manfdorf, as far as Schilde. Laudon (23d) de- 
feated in his attempt encamped at Ober Pomf* , 
dorf I and, either from native rcfMeflhefs or a 
habit of commanding detachments, he fix times 
in eight days changed his pofition, for which 
no poflible good reafon could be given. 

The Ruffians however advanced to Warten- 
bcrg, whence they foon after farther extended 
to Nam^Iau, Ziethen, who obfervcd them, 

, im- 
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immediately approached Breflau; and afterward 
proceeded to cover Brieg. Soon after his dc* 
parture fi-om Breflau, the Polifli fuburb of that 
city was inftilted by the Ruflians, which obliged 
the king to detach Knobloch with ten battalions 
and as many fquadrons. 

The Auftrian army ftill continued in perpc* 
tual agitation. After having pafTed and repaiTed 
the Neiffe, it encamped at the village of Baum* 
garten, near the Wartha. The king feized the 
moment, pafTed the Neiffe, and took his pofi* 
tion at Opperfdorf ; whence he departed with a 
detachment for Neuftadt. Betfalem here en- 
camped with fix thoufand Auftrians ; and it was 
fufpefted Laudon intended to fend him on the 
fide of Oppeln, that he might fuccour marflial 
Butturlin, who, as it was believed, propofed 
to pafs the Oder, that he might join the Au- 
ftrian army. The van-guard of the king, con- 
fifting of huffars, attacked a regiment of the 
enemy, which it repulfed, ar^d. purfucd under 
the cannon of Hennerfdorf ; where the Au^ 
ftrians had conftruAed redoubts. 

Ziethen had paffed the Oder at Brieg, and 
the Neiffe at Schurgaft. He afterward arrived 
from Steinau, and turned the right flank of 
Bethlem; who, haftily retiring to Jagemdorf, 
was purfued by Loffow, and driven from Jset- 

gerndorfi 
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gcrndorf, through Troppau, beyond the Mor< 
uT Moravia. The enemy IcA^ at the aifai^h 
of Neuftadt, and dttrmg^hi$ retreat> between 
four and five hundred men* After having thus 
fent Bethlem to a diftance, Zicthen eftablilhed 
himfelf at Schnellwalde^ and the kmg returned 
to his army; the left of which almoft joined the 
detachment und.er Ziethen, and the right ex-' 
tended to the heights, fronting Opperfdorf. 
This expedition having rendered the junftion 
of the enemies in Upper Silefia- more difficult, 
there was but little probability that BiKturlin 
would perfevere in his intention of pafling the 
Oder at Oppeto* 

The motions of the army of the king threw 
that of the AuiiriiCns into new agitation. Lau* 
jion encamped at Wcidenau; and on the mor* 
row at Johan.neft)eig, with which he was pre* 
iently difpleafed; he finally 5)a[ffcd the Neiffe, 
fnd remained in the environs of Camenz. 

During thefe diffdrent marches and counter** 
marches^, the Ruffians extended themfelves on 
the oppofite (hore of the Oder, where they pil- 
laged and wafted the country. Intelligence was 
brought of the cruelties they committed. Their 
manoeuvres were fo obfcure that it was impofii* 
ble to divine whether it was their re^l intention 
to pafs die Oder in Upper Sitefia^ or toward 

Ohliu; 
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Olilati ; or whether they meditated feme ficge : 
in a word there was no imagining what attempt 
ft was they meditated* 

As cenitude could not be obtained (Auguft) 
the king thought proper to prepare for every 
accident; and to jfend a corps between Breilau 
and Brieg, that might be in rcadinefs to fuc- 
cour either of thofe places, and at the fame time 
to obferve the Oder. Knobloch departed with 
this intent for Grptkau, whence he might, in a 
few hours, arrive to the aid of either of thefe 
towns; and even, if it fo (hould be neceffary, 
-to rejoin the army of the king. 

The Ruffians had advanced to Hundsfeld^ 
whic^ is l:)ut a mile from Breflau; and^ as this 
motion indicated they no longer meant to pa& 
the Oder in Upper Silefia, the army of die 
king and the corps of Ziethefi crofled the 
Ncrffe ; and on the morrow, by a forced march, 
arrived at Strehlen, that they ftill might hold 
the centre between the two \^ppofing armies, 
and impede their jundtioh as 16qg as poffiblc. 
Butturlin had been led to hope thkt, by the aid 
of four thoufend Auftrian prifoners, then in 
Breflau, one of the city gates might be fur- 
prifed; and that, fhould the Ruffians at the fame 
t^me attack the Poliih fuburb which lies beyond 
iSieOder, he might feize m this capital by a 

coup 
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coup de main. Czernichef was charged with 
the execution of the entei;prife, and entered 
tlie fuburb, which is unfortified, with fome 
troops; but /Tauenzien the governor had fo 
well taken his meafures that he overawed the 
prifoners, and repelled the Ruffians. Knob- 
loch flew to his fuccour. The two generals 
made a vigorous fally on the enemy, and com- 
pletely diflodged him from the remaining pjirt 
of the fuburb of which he ftill held pofleffion. 

Not yet fatisfied with the precautions he had 
taken, the king further fent Platen with eleven 
battalions and fifteen fquadrons to Rothenfir- 
ben ; whence he was to pay drift attention to 
Breilau and the Oder, to fpeed to the fuccour 
of Tauenzien, if neceffary, or fend information 
of the part of the river at which the Ruffian? 
(hould make preparations to pafs. 

The parties of the king, in the interim, 
gained intelligence (the 9th) that the Auftrian 
army had encamped at Hunzendorf ; and that 
the Ruffians had abandoned the vicinage of 
Breflau; on which the army quitted its pofition 
at Strehlen, and, by a forced march, arrived 
beyond the Schweidnitzer^WalTer, and Canth, 
where it was joined by the generals Platen aqd 
Knobloch. On the morrow (the i;ith) the 
king changed the pofition of hi$ army, and en- 
camped 
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camped at Moys. Confufed nimours ran through 
the camp refpefting the Ruffians, who were faid 
to have pafled the Oder bcfide Auras. Some 
affirmed that fome Coffacks only had pafled^ 
others fpoke of a detachment from the army; 
and a third party pretended that Butturlin and 
the whole army had croffed. As this was intel- 
ligence of the utmoft. importance, every effort 
was made to learn the truth. Schmettau was 
detached to Neumarck, whence he expelled a 
body of Coffacks, and took fome prifoners* 
MoUcndorf, in like manner fcnt to reconnoitre 
at a village named Rock, alfo drove off a de- 
tachment of the enemy ; but little information 
was obtained from the prifoners that were brought 
to the camp, for they had three days before paf^ 
fed the Oder by fwimming, and had wholly oc- 
cupied themfelves with pillage: they did not fo 
much as know what was become of general But- 
turlin or his army. . , 

A motion made by Laudon, toward Striegau, 
occafioned tht army of the king to occupy the 
hill of Leip^, with the right, and Eifdorf with 
the left. But, as the queftlon whether the Ruf- 
fians had or had not paffed the Oder dill was 
tandetermined, it was nfceffary, in order to pro* 
cure pofitive intelligence, to detach a corps fuf- 
ficiently ftrong to advance, and, by inipeding 

the 



the place, afcertain truth or falfehood. For 
this purpofc the king fent Platen with forty 
fquadrons and ten battalions, who was charged 
to reconnoitre toward Parchwitz. The king 
liimfelf went to the regiment of Ziethen, en- 
camped at the extremity of the right, that he 
might be a perfonal fpeftator, and judge whe^ 
ther it would be neceflary to fupport Platen^ 
whether he ought to retire, or what other mea* 
fure imight be beft to take. Scarcely had he 
arrived before a cloud o( Cofiacks, to the num*- 
ber of three or four thoufand, fell on the regi- 
ment of Ziethen, with thofc cuftomary cries and 
clamours they fend forth when they attack. A 
meffenger was haftily difpatched to the army, 
with orders for the firft regiments encamped on 
the right to advance, and in the mean time all 
neceffary efforts for defence were made. The 
fquadrons were divided into two parts, the 
better to guard their front, and cover theij 
flanks. A fubakern officer with ten huflkrs were 
ftationed in front of each troop, with orders to 
remain clofe and firm, and only to defend them« 
felves by Ikirmifbing, and difcharging iheir 
carabines* Every time that the Coflacks made? 
any pretence of falling on thefe finall detached 
parties the fquadrons in the rear fuftained them^ 
&bre itt hand, and taking care apt to (n|age.r 
6 This 
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This ikirmifh continued aa hour and a half; 
but, as foon as the Coflacks perceived the diftant 
fuccour advandng, they haftily took to flightj 
and retired on the fide of Gros Wandris. 

Whoever preferves^'a good.caiintenancc ip 
prefence of the Coiiacks runs np great riik; £br 
the regiment of Zicthen, very inferior in num* 
bers, lingly nuintained itfelf againft them, "with- 
out having a hufiar taken or wounded. Scarcely 
had the fuccour from ,tbe army joined the king 
before forty Auftrian fquadrons were feen in the 
plains of Jauer, advancing full trot toward 
Wahlftadt. Platen had repuUed the Ruffians^ 
beyond Gros Wandris, the ki^ had ordered 
Ziethea to follow with fix battalions and ten 
fquadrpDS for hi& fupport; and at length fol- 
lowed himfelf. When the troops attained the 
height of Wurgen, the hc^ of the Aufbian 
cavalry was feen^ coming from the fide of Wahl* 
ftadt. It was received with a lokrable fire 
from the artillery, and incontinently attacked 
by Resta^enftein, with the dragoons <rf Fmck, 
and two iqwdrons of Czetteritz. After two 
reiterated charges^ it was driven back to the 
defile it had kft^ and three hundred prifoners 
w#re taken. The Alifbrians fled in diforder 
to Jauerj and ofif fingle regiment joined But- 

turlin. 
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turlin^ bedaufe that regiment bad been the fit& 
to pafs* 

Chance would hatre it that the Coffacks them- 
felves fiiould aid ort this occafion to vanquifli 
the Auftrians. The dragoons of the latter, that 
were in- the van, were in 4 fclud uniform. 
Thefe the Coflacks fuppofcd to be Pfuflians, 
and, while Reitzenftcih attacked in front, the 
Ruffians took them in flank* Viftorious ovdr 
the Auftrians, the Pruffian cavalry afterward 
drove the CofTacks to the very camp in which 
Butturlin was intrenched. His army occupied 
the ground that lies between the village of 
Kofchwitz and that of Kunzendorf. It had 
pafled the Oder at Leubus; and had very dili- 
gently laboured to fortify itfeff in this pofl. 
The reafons why the king ought not to attack 
the Ruffians ftill continued the fame. Their 
army was pofted in a manner not to be forced, 
except by the facrifice of greit -numbers-/ and 
the king had not a man too many. He had 
only been followed -by twenty-four batt^iotis 
and fifty-eight fquadrons ; the main body had 
remained with the margrave Charles, at the 
camp of Leipe, to preferve the rear of the king 
at liberty, and to more narrowly watch the 
motions of the Auftrians. The diftance of- the 

two 
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two corps however was fo inconfiderable that they 
could join in lefs tJian two hours. Laudon was 
too diftaiit from Leipc to attack the margrave 
.tinexpeftedly. Let what would happen, the 
latter had time to fend intelligence, and wait for 
fup^port^ and the talrdinefs of the Ruffians would 
permit the king, in cafe of neceffity, to bring up 
the naargrave Charles. 

His maji^fty encamped between Klein, Wan- 
drijs, and Wahlftadt; .where he carefully in- 
trenched his troops, that they might not fufFcr 
iurprife, and an old redoubt was repaired at 
the Wui^enteich, the better to afcertain the 
xommtlnioation of the two Pruffian armies. On 
the morrow a new xramp prdfented itfelf behind 
Jauer, It was not fufficient to know that this 
camp was Auftrian, it' was neceffary to be in- 
formed with what view it had turned to that 
fide. To eiFeft this, an officer and three hufTars, 
t^ho underftood a little Ruffian, affumed the 
difguife of Coffacks; and, early in the morning, 
glided into the camp of Jauer, under a pre- 
tence of having loft themfelves, while going 
on the fcout, for want of better knowing the 
roads. The Auftrian officer on guard paid them 
every civility, and related that this was a de- 
tachment of fix thoufand men, under Brentano, 
O commanded 
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commanded to cover the Auftrian artillerjr, 
which Laudotx had caufed to advance hither, 
that it might be the more ready, Ihould the 
Pruffians attack the Ruffians^ for the Anihians 
immediately to aid the latter, and that thus the 
deftruftion of the king might be afcertaincd by 
the two-Imperial armies. 

Butturlin decamped on the morrow, and paf- 
fed near Lignitz, taking a poiition befide the 
village of Klein Eicke. Laudon imagined he 
had fumifhed the king with an opportunity df 
attacking the Rufiians on their march. The 
movement of Butturlin was made within can- 
non (hot of the army, and over ground that did 
not appear difficult; but it was neceffary not 
to depart from principles. The Rufiians pafled 
unmolefted; nor was their rear-guard even ha- 
rafled. After the manoeuvre they had made, it 
was impoffible to oppofe the junftion with the 
Auftrians. The latter kept on their guard; 
that they might give no advantage, Laudon 
had never quitted the foot of the hills, and had 
the addrefs, on all occafions, to expofe the allies 
of Auftria to marches, and the mod hazardous 
enterprifes. 

The moft advantageous manner in which the 

king could aft, in this lituation, was to gain the 

. heights of Kunzendorf by a forced march; bc- 

caufc 
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caufe that, if he could occupy this poft before 
Laudon, the Auftrian army would be cut off 
£rom it$ magazines^ and the Ruffians^ who 
atoidd only fubfift on the proviiions furnilhed by 
the empreTs quc4Si, would foon be obliged, for 
want of breads to approach their own ftores left 
ih Poland. This projeft therefore, if happily 
executed, might entirely change the face of af- 
I'^rs, in Silefia, for the reft of the campaign. 

The anAy of the king marched firft, and the 
!tnJLrgrave, to gain time, immediately detached 
Knobloch, that he niight feize on the Pitfchen- 
berg, at the foot of which the army muft necef- 
farily pafs. This he occupied the fame night; 
iind on the morrow (the 2edi) the whole army 
appeared in the environs of Jauernick and 
Bunzelwitz. But the propofed plan failed: 
Laudon had anticipated the king. He had the 
day before fent fome twenty battalions of his 
army that were encamped at Kunzendorf. The 
heights of Kunzendorf form a poft in which the 
troops that poficfs them cannot Ue forced. No 
coup de main could be attempted; and the 
more fo becaufe the Auftrian army was difco- 
vered on the full march for this camp, to fill it 
in its whole extent. 

Unable to aft offcnfively, the army extended 

itfclf from the hill of Wurben to the village of 

O 2 Zech^n, 
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iZ^cheUj where the right ended^ a part of whldl 
Was; covered by the Nonnenbufch. Nothing 
hereafter could throw any impediments in the 
way 6( the Ruffians aiid Auftrians^ fo as to 
afFed their junftion. It was forefeen that thefe 
two armies would (hortly afiemble in the vici* 
nity of Schweidnitz. Under fuch circumftances 
the king muft provide for the fecurity of hk 
camp^ and for that of the fortrefs of Schweid- 
nitz. He might aflume a pofition at Pulzen^ 
. where nature feemed to have been at the whole 
expence of fortifying a camp. But^ though the 
army might there find fafety, there was danger 
that Laudon and Butturlin would befiege 
SchweidnitZj in the prefence of the king and 
the whole army, which they could not prevent. 
,For this reafon the poft of Bunzelwitz was pre- 
ferred; becaufe that it covered the place, and 
rendered a liege impradicable. 

Still it was to be feared that the anny of the 
two emprefles would fend a detachment for 
Breflau, which, obliging the king to quit the 
vicinage of Schweidnitz, would have given the 
enemy an oppoi^tunity to befiege the town* But 
to oppofe all the enterprifes that troops fo fupe- 
rior might attempt was impoffible: fomething 
muft neceflarily be left to chance. To afcertain, 
however, the pofition of the Pruffian army,^ the 

king 
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king intrenched his camp, as well in front as 
in flank and rear. This camp became a kind 
of place of arms, of which the hill of Wurben 
was as the citadel. From this height, as far as 
the village of Bunzelwitz, he was covered by a 
marih. The heads of the villages of Bunzel* 
wit^ and Jauernick were fortified, and grand 
l^atteries erefted there, the crofs fire of which 
defended that front by which the king was liable 
to be attacked by Laudon : the Auftrians would 
have been obliged to carry thefe two villages 
before they could have come to an engagement 
with the army. , Between thefe villages, a little 
in the rear, the front of the infantry was co* 
yered by grand redoubts, fupplied with a vaft 
train of artillery • Paflages had been made be- 
tween them to give egrefs to the cavalry, if 
that (hould be found neceffary. Beyond Jauer-- 
nick, and behiiid the Nonnenbufch, four hills 
had been intrenched, which overlooked the 
whole ground, and befgre which ran a qiuddy 
and impra^cable ditch, where th^fire of the 
fmall arms would have prevented the enemy 
from eftabliftung bridges. More to the right, 
a grand abatis interfered the Nonnenbufch, 
and was defended by chaffeurs and free batta- 
lions. The muddy ditch, of which we have . 
fpoken, took a cjfcuit behind the wood, apd 
O3 w 
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to the foot of the hitls on which the army vf^ 
extended. At the extremity of the right the 
flank commenced, which, forming a parallel 
line with the rivulet of Stri^au» ended at a 
wood covered by the defile that comes frbm^ 
Peterwitz. In this wood, which was on the 
back of the army, a maike^ battery had been 
erefted, which communicated, behind an abatisj^ 
with another battqry, fituated at the extremity 
of the fame wood, On the fi4e of Ncudorf; and 
here an intrenchmcnt began, which joined the 
rear of the army, at th? works that had been 
made on the height of Wurben. The intrench- 
ments were every whcr^ fixteen feet thick, and 
the ditches twelve feet deep, and fixtten wide. 
The front was furrounded by ftrong palifades, 
and the falient parts of the works were mined. 
Before the mines pitfalls were dug, and before 
the pitfalls were chevaux dc frife, which, con- 
tiguous and funk in the earth, furrounded the 
whole exterior. The army of the king was 
compofed of lixty-(ix battalions and a hundred 
and forty-three fquadrons; four hundred anc} 
fixty pieces of artillery were difperfed among 
the different works, and a hundred and eighty- 
two loaded mines were ready to be fprung on 
the firft fignal given. 
Time was not left to complete all thefe labours 

before 
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before marihal Butturlin appeared at the head 
of his Ruffians. (The a5th) He came and eiv- 
catnped at the foot of the heights of Hohenfried- 
berg, and two days after changed his polition. 
The main body of thefe troops occupied tho 
ground which leads from Oels to Striegau. 
Czemichef extended from Streitbcrg toward 
Nicklafdorf ; Brcntano took poft on the left of 
the Ruffians^ at Freilfdorf; and Berg with his 
Coflacks encamped at Laflen^ whence he pafTed 
the rivulet of Striegau^ and came on the back 
of the Pruffian army. Beck^ recently ^arrived 
from Lufatia, was pofted between Oels and the 
Nonnenbufchy to afcertain the communication 
of the two Imperial armies^ The pofition pf 
the enemy^ thus taken^ formed a fpecies of line 
of circumvallation, which fyrrounded two thirds 
of the Pruffian camp* 

Laudon then imagined he might quit the 
Jiills witjh impunity; and, defcendirig into th^ 
plain, he extended his Auftrians from Camerau, 
through Arnfdorf, to Cirlau. Between Came* 
rau and Amfdorf, he threw up an intrench* 
mentj from which he propofed to come to the 
attack of the Pruffians^ and which might equally 
ferve him for offence or, (hould he be obliged 
to retreat, for defence. This work was often 
intcrrtipt^ by the Pruffian artillery; however, 
04 demoA- 
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dcmonftrations fo fcrious fccmcd to annouhcQ 
witli certitude the refolution of the enemy to 
attack the army of the^ king, be the riik what 
it might. Laudon, the fame day, .made an 
attempt on the head of the village of Jauernick, 
where the refiftance he found greatly furpaffed 
his cxpeftations. He fummoned major Favrat, 
who commanded there, to furrender; and that 
officer replied in a tone fuch as might be 
cxpefted frqm a man of honour, and fuch as 
conftrained the general to defift from any obfti- 
nate purfuit of his purpofe. 

In the prefect expeftation of an approaching 
battle, every neceffary difpofition was made for 
vigorous defence. . By day little was to be 
feared, bccaufe of the infinite ftrength of the 
camp; but much by night, becaufe of Ae great 
proximity of the armies. There was little ap- 
pearance of misfortune to the Pruffians; unlefs 
Laudon, under the favour of darknefs, (hould 
furprife a part of the camp, when the troops, 
overcome by ileep, fhould want time to march 
to its defence. To prevent any fuch cataftrophe, 
the tents were flxuck every evening; and the 
army, filling the intrenchments, paffed the 
nights under arms. 

Laudon was fo much in the neighbourhood 
of Schweidnitz, by his polls of Camerau, Schon- 

brunn. 
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brunn^ and BSckendorf^ that an intermediato 
detachment was obliged to be made between 
Schweidnitz and the army, to fuccour that place, 
ihould it be attacked, and to cover the conVoyis 
of the anny, which drew its bread, forage and 
fubfiftence fblely from that fortrefs. With this 
view, Gablenz proceeded, with a detachment of 
fome battalions, beyond Tunkendorf, where 
his right was protefted by the batteries of the 
camp, and his left by the artillery of Schweid^ 
nitz ; and where he ftill further fecured his po- 
fition by good imrenchmems, with which he 
covered his front. 

On the fame day the general officers received 
the difpofition of the defence of the camp, and 
the manner in which each was to a<% in the quar- 
ter he commanded. However extenfive the 
ground dn which the Pruffian army encamped 
might be, means were found to reduce it to 
three points of attack. The firft of thefe lay be- 
tween the villages of Bunzelwitz and Jauernick. 
This the king proppfed to defend in perfon 
againft Laudon who had conltrudted his ap- 
proach, or his intrenchment, on that fide. It 
was impoffible for the Auftrians to leave thefe 
villagjes fortified in their rear, and to pierce to 
the centre, becapfe they muft have fuftained a 
heavy fire of artillery on both their flanks. It 

was 
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W4S therefore to be prefumed their firft attempt 
would be to carry one of thcfe two pofts. The 
king refplveci to fufFer them to labour at effedk- 
jng this^ and not to fend his cavalry upon them 
filltl^ey (hould have fuftamed fome confiderabl^ 
loft. The tfoops of thefe villages might like- 
wife be fupported by ^elh bodies of infantry, 
lis long as it (bould be thought proper fo to do; 
iiottQ mention that iixty cannoq^ from lateral 
lyorks, d(^end^ the apprpach. 

The fecond point of attack was between the 
village of Zefchen and the wood, on the Pruf- 
fian right flank: here ^iethen commanded, 
The Ruffians, who ^ncampedi in his prefence^ 
would probably be charged with this attempt. 
Tq arrive at the Pruffians they mqft be obliged 
to pafs the rivulet of Stri^gauj u^der the fyt of 
the fmall arms and th^ cannoi\ of the intrench- 
ments, and muft have loft their beft infantry at 
the pafs; without enumerating the multifarious 
obftacles that ftill ren^ained to be overcpme, b?*? 
fore they could approach the intrpnchments; fo 
that fome charges of cavalry, made a propos by 
general Ziethei^, voyld have b??n fufficient to 
difperfe them. 

The third point of attack was on the fide of 
Peterwitz, and of the defil? which covered that 
part of the Pruffian capsp. This was defended 
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by Raoiin ; ^nd, according tp all ^ppearance^ 
the attack muft have been made by Cz^rjnthdf 
fuid ^rentaqoi becaufp fha( their detaehmeqtd 
were the neareft. It wa$ determined to fuffer 
f he enemy peaceably to advance as far as thd 
fdefUe of Peterwitz^ li^iere he miift be taken ii^ 
^nk by the mafked battery of the ^ood^ which 
inight have played whole vollies of cafe (hoc 
Vpon him; after wh^ch Platen had orders to fall 
on his rear with forty fquadrons; and a road 
through the wopd had for that purpofe been 
OUde^ by which Platen was to advance. 

The greatefi: ftrength of this camp confided 
4n depriving the enemy of three fpecies of arms, 
which were all preferved to the Pruffians. The 
aflailants ^could not employ artillery^ becaufe 
diat, all. the environs of the intrenchment being 
infinitely Iqwer dian the ground on which it was 
thrown up^ their cannon would have done no 
execytton* Their cavalry was equally ufelefs, 
for, if it did but make any little advance^ it 
mufl have been overwhelmed by the fire of the 
batteries. And how were they effedtually to 
employ their fmall arms? Were they to fire 
mufkets againft great guns? Could they tear up 
the chevaux de frife, and batter down the pali- 
fades with muiket balls? It was certain there- 
fiwre that every advantage of ground, pofitiop, 

and 
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and art, had been taken, in order to give onq 
army a fuperiority over the other. After thefc 
difpofitions had been made (September) t;hcL 
Pruffians tranquilly waited the attempts of the 
enemy. 

Soon after the arrival of marfhal Butturlin, 
4 Ruffian officer, who had loft himfelf by night, 
and imagined he had approached the guards of 
his camp, found himfelf in the midftof that of 
the Pruffians, This man, not being artful, in- 
genviouily related that the generals had refolved 
to attack, th^ intrenchments of the king, on the 
firft of September, True it is that Butturlin 
and Laudon had agreed on this attack, which 
would have taken place but for the following 
circumftances, Butturlin, who fat long at table, 
after dinner, where wine was not fpareH, had 10 
9 moment pf gaiety, glafs in hand, c^^nfented: 
%o the propofal made by Laudon. The difpo- 
fition of the three attacks had been reduced to 
writing, and fent to the principal officers of the 
armies who had the command, and Laudon re-^ 
turned to his camp, well fati§fied with the Ruf- 
fians* Butturlin flept upon it; and awaking 
confuted his prudence, and countermanded the 
orders thaf had been given; becaufe that he 
feared, with fom^ reafon, the Auftrians would 
facrifice his army, ^d WQuld not fuftain him; 

and 
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ftnd that, (hould the enterprife be unfuccefsful, 
the blame and the (hame would remain with the 
Ruffians. In lieu of the grand projedb that 
had been imagined at noon, he contented him- 
felf with throwing a few bombs toward the 
Pruffian camp, which did not reach it by fomc 
hundreds of paces. 

Laudon was informed of this fudden change, 
and became furious. Couriers were difpatched 
to Vienna, and the generals teftified their cold- 
nefs. Things however remained as they were, 
except that Laudon made the corps of Draf- 
kowitz approach Wartha, and place itfelf on 
the heights of Ludwigfdorf. The remainder of 
the time, till the loth of September, was emr 
ployed bj the armies in looking at each other, 
at which time Butturlin decamped, and took 
the . road to Jauer, becaufe that the Auftrians 
had not magazines lufEciently copious, nor 
herds numerous enough, to fupply him with 
bread and viands. Laudon, who imagined he 
(hould expofe himfelf, (hould he remain on the 
plain after the departure of the Ruffians, re- 
treated to the mountains, and refumed his for- 
mer po(ition of Kunzendorf. 

The king, on the fame day, detached Platen, 
for Brellau, with the corps that he had conti- 
nually commanded; under pretence of efcorting 

a con- 
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a convoy to the army. His real dcftinatioii wa§ 
to pafs the Oder ; and^ by forced marches^ to 
ruin the grand magazine the Ruffians poflefTed, 
in a fmall town, in the palatinate of Pofhania, 
named Koublin; then to join the prince of 
Wurtemberg, who might ftand in need of his 
aid ; and finally, when the campaign in Pomc-^ 
jrania fliould terminate, to join prince Henry in 
Saxony. 

Platen deftroycd the magazine of Koublin, 
took five thoufand waggons, five battalions, 
forty-two officers, and feven cannon. He 
thence advanced to Pofen, where he ruined all 
that appertained to the Ruffians ; after which 
he purfucd his march toward Fomerania and 
Colberg. This expedition haftened the retreat 
of Butturlin, and made him renounce all ideas 
which he might have entertained of penetrating 
into the eleftoral March. He haftened to crofs 
the Oder (the 17th) and regain Poland. The 
corps of Czerjiichef did not accompany hittu 
This amounted to nearly twenty thoUfand men, 
and was to remain with Laudon ; the emprefs 
of Ruffia being defirdus of affording the era* 
prefs queen this fingular mark of friendlhip* 

Had fubfiftcnce permitted the army of the 
king to maintain the camp of Bunzelwitz, the 
campaign would have pafled away in Silefia, 

and 
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ftnd the formidable preparations of the enemy 
would have produced no remarkable event. Bifl: 
the magazine of Schweidnit2, which had fup* 
plied the army widi provifions during a great part 
of the campaign^ began to be exhaufked : the 
provifions that there remained would not fuffice 
for more than a month. The king durft not 
further enfeeble the. army, by new detachments^ 
after the departure of Platen : his grand de* 
pofits were at Breflau, and lefs than ten thou« 
fand men might not fafely efcort convoys from 
that city to the camp. Thefe reafons^ mature- 
ly weighed, made him refalve to approach 
Ncifs with the army, where provifions and 
forage were found in abundance, and whence 
the enemy might be infpired with apprehen* 
fions, as well for the county of Glatz as for 
Moravia; which might draw Laudon to that 
lide, and thus remove the RufEans and Au* 
ftrians from Schweidnitz. In confequence of 
this arrangement, the army took the camp of 
Pulzen, where it remained feme days. The 
king left five complete battalions in Schweid- 
nitz, with the convalefcent men of the army, and 
a hundred dragoons. The governor, Zaflrow, 
was enjoined to ufe every precaution and vigi- 
lance, that might frufbate thofe attempts which 
the enemy fhould form in the abfence of the 
Prufiian army. 

7 /On 



On the zoth, the king aflumed the cimp of 
Siegroth^ tod, on the 29th, that of Nofleix> 
near Munftcrbcrg; whcr? he ftopped that he 
might judge, by the manoeuvring of the enemy> 
what part would be taken. Laudon immedi*' 
ately fent detachments to reinforce the pofts 
of Silberberg and Wartha; but his army^ 
ftrengthened by Czernichef, was fo numerous 
that the want of twenty or thirty thoufand men 
would not impede his adting in what manner he 
fiiould think proper. 

At Noffen, on the firft of Oftober, the king 
received intelligence that the Auftrians had 
taken Schweidnitz, by a coup de main. How* 
ever incredible this news might appear it was 
not the lefs true. The attack had been con-^ 
certed and executed in the following manner, '" 

There were about five himdred prifoners in 
the place, among whom one of the moft con- 
siderable was a major Roca, a partifaii officer^ 
and an Italian by birth. This major conceived 
the prcgeft of furrendering the place in which 
he was imprifoned to the Auftrians. With thifc 
view, he had the addrefs to infinuate himfelf fo 
highly into the favour of the governor that the 
latter granted him more freedom than it was 
proper to grant a prifoner, efpecially when the 
town in which be is detained is furrounded by 

enemies. 
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encrhies; Roca walked round the works; knew 
the fituation of all the guards, and all the detach- 
ihents; obferved the Various negligences that 
Were conimitted in the fervice of the garrifon j 
lived opfenljr with every body, and often was in 
compiriy with the Auftrian foldiers, his fellow 
prifoners; he further intrigued in the town, 
ipared nd bribes, and give exaft information 
td Laudon of all he had feen, heard, and had 
Rimfclf inviented, to lecure hiih the town of 
Schweidnitz. 

Laudon formed his projeft o^ furprife accord- 
ihg to the intelligence fent by this major; and, on 
the night of the laft of September, he executed 
this projed: in the manner we are going to re-. 
late. Twenty battalion^ Were diftributed for 
four attacks ; one to be made on the gate of 
Breflau, another on the gate of Striegau, a third 
on the fort of Bockendorf, and the fourth on 
the fort of Eau. Zaftrow had been at a ball; 
yet, as he had fome fufpicions, he ordered the 
garrifon to arms in the evening, and ftationed 
it in the works ; but he committed the errors 
of not giving the officers inftrudions how they 
Wfere to adt ; of not fending his cavalry on the 
fcout, to a certain diftancc; of not throwing 
fire balls to give light in the country; and 
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in fine^ of being too negligent in all parts of his 
duty. 

The Au(lrians advanced, and arrived at the 
Very palifades before they were difcovered. In 
the whole defence there were not above twelve 
voUies * from the artillery, and the fire of the 
fmall arms was fo feeble, that the enemy might 
ad as he pleafed. The guard of the gate of 
Striegau was (urprifed: from that they pene- 
trated into the works. Amid the confufion, the 
Auftrian prifoners rofe, feized on the inner gate 
of the town, and opened it to the firil troops of 
the enemy that approached. In lefs than an 
hour the Auftrians were wholly maflersofthe 
place. De Seville, who commanded at the 
redoubt of the Eau, was the only officer who 
ftood firm, till all refource was loft, and every 
means of defence fled. A powder magazine^ 
having been blown up by accident, in the fort 
of Bockendorf, occafioned the Auftrians to 
fufier fome lofs ; which excepted, the place was 
taken without coft. 

A misfortune fo unforefeen deranged every 
meafure of the king ; his projedts muft be aban- 
doned, his plans changed, and for the reft of 
die campaign he had but to endeavour to pre- 

* Douze coups de c^non. It (hould. mean, there wer^enly 
twelve (hot fired, yet the circumiUiice appeaa ftrange. T. 

fen« 
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ferve what fortreflcs and ground he could> againft 
Co great a fuperiority of opponents. The army 
marched to Strehlen, where it fixed its abode, 
that it might equally cover Neifs, Brieg, anc^ 
Breflau. The king had taken the precaution 
of entrenching a camp near Breflau. His firft 
intention had been to employ this for thofe 
detachments that might occafionally approach 
the capital, where they might maintain them- 
felves againft the enemy, till the arrival of the 
royal army. Under the king's prefent circum* 
ftances, this camp might be employed for the. 
army itfelf ; and to obtain it the Prufliari§^ad. 



one march lefs than the enemy. 

From this time the king found himfelf re-^ 
ftrained rigoroufly to the defenfive; but it was 
neceflary Laudon (hould'not fufpeA his defign^ 
for the fecret known would have given him thb 
advantage over the Pruflians. The better to 
difguife his intentions, the king iflued orders 
to the army to prepare for battle ; to reload the 
mufkets and fliarpen their fword-blades, and 
that fufficicnt ammunition (hould be diftributed 
to the artillery. Grand preparations and grand 
projects were fpoken of, and the known Auf- 
trian fpies, that were in the army, immediately 
departed to carry the intelligence to Laudon, 
It perhaps may appear incredible to pofterity 
Pa ^» that 
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that this army of Auftrians and RuffianSj en- 
camped on the hills of Kunzendorf^ three days 
march from the Pruflians^ pafled eight nights 
under arms, in momentary expe6bition of an 
attack. 

Czernichef ftrongly prefled the Auftrian 
general to march for Breflau. Reafons of war 
and politics required he (hould ad thus; for 
Laudon^ by leading his grand army into the 
plain^ would have outwinged the Fruffians on 
every fide, muft have overwhelnjied them> 
and have acquired the glory of terminating the 
war. His excufe to Czernichef was, that he 
could not advance fo far into the country, be- 
caufe his fubfiftence would fail; as alfo would his 
draught-horfcs* Laudon concealed the true 
reaCon that impeded activity : he dreaded ex- 
pofing himfelf on the plain, becaufe that the 
Auftrians had there fo often been beaten ; be- 
fide, as he had no fupport, no proteftors, at 
the court of Vienna, he would run no rilks. 
He was fatijfied with the fame he had acquired 
by the capture of Schweidnitz, and continued 
on the mountains perfedtly inaftive. 

Toward the clofe of Odober, affairs were fo 
greatly on the decline, in Pomerania, that the 
king could not avoid fending new Cuccours. 
Schenkendorf departed (November) with fix 

battalions 
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battalions and ten fquadrons. The ufe made 
of ^is detachment will prefently be feen. 

The king maintained his pofition of Strehlen 
till the tenth of December, when the tropps 
entered into winter quarters. Laudon ha(i 
already fent back the detachment of O'Donnel 
into Saxony, and cantoned his troopis among 
the mountains. The Rufiians had entered the 
county of Glatz. The Pruffians, on their part, 
had thrown the regiment of Bernburg into Neifs. 
Wied wintered in the vicinage of Grotkau, 
with ten battalions and as many fquadrons. 
The tovirons of Breflau were occupied by 
twenty battalions and forty fquadrons ; and 
Zeunert marched to Glogau; that the place, 
during winter at lead, might be free from infult. 
Schmettau departed with fome cayalry for 
Guben, in order to afcertain the communica- 
tion between Berlin and the army in Saxony. 

After having uninterruptedly narrated what 
palTed this year in Silefia, we fhall now take 
a retrofpeft of fuch events as happened in 
Pomerania. The prince of Wurtembcrg had 
entered the camp of Colberg, on the 4th of 
June, where he was joined, on the 7th of 
the fame month, by Thadden. The Pruf- 
fians, by their pofition, furrounded Golberg 
in fucl> a manner that the two wings of fhe 
P 3 entrench* 
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entrenchment extended to the Baltic. . The 
river of Perfinte covered the right of the camp; 
and the centre, which was the moft cafy of 
approach^ was defended by good entrench-^ 
ments. Werner had been detached to Cpflin, 
from which he retired at the approach of Ro- 
manzQw, who advanced at the head of twelve 
thoufand RuflSians, and who chpfe his firft pofi«r 
tion at the Gollcnberg. 

All ren^ined quiet till the 20th of Auguft^^ 
when the Ruffian and Swedifli combined fleets 
appeared befpre Cplberg, approached the portji 
and warmly pannonaded the batteries of the 
Pruffians, by whom the port and the Ihore lyere 
defended, ^omanzow (September 4th) took 
this ppportunity to approach the prince of Wur- 
tembcrg, and cncaniped at the diftance of a quarr 
tjcr of aleaguefrpm the )f ruffians. The prince had 
hitherto nothing to fear; but, inftead of ftoring 
hi$ niagazines as abundantly as had been re- 
ppmmeqded to him, he fpared even the envi- 
rons pf his camp, where he knew the Ruffian^ 
^ere to vrive ; and, in general, the little atten^ 
^ion that had been paid to ful^fiftencc was the 
paufc of 4II die misfortunes that happened in 
I'omerahia. The firft confequence of this was 
fhj^t he detached Werner tp hufband his provi- 
figns ; and perh?^ps likewife bccaufe they could 

. ' nqt 
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not agree. Werner marched to Treptow, and 
had the imprudence to canton his men. They 
were lurprifed by the Ruffians; he was made 
prifoner, and nearly five hundred horfe of his 
corps had the fame ill fortune. 

Encouraged by fuccefs^ the Ruffians^ on the 
night of the 1 7th of September, endeavoured 
to carry a free battalion, which was pofted in 
the front of the left of the Pruffiins, in a re- 
doubt fo diftant from the camp that it was 
even beyond cannon-(hot. The enemy pafled 
a marfh which had been fuppofed impraftica* 
ble, becaufe it had not been examined, at- 
tacked the redoubt through the ftrait, and 
took the two hundred men placed there for 
• its defence. Still more inflated by thefe fmall 
advantages, Romanzow imagined it depend-* 
cd only on himfelf to carry the Pruffian in* 
trenchments, whenever he (hould think pro* 
per to make the attempt. He approached the 
green redoubt, which was erefted toward the 
centre of the prince of Wurtemberg, opened his 
trenches, eftablifhed batteries, as at a regular 
fiege, made a formal attack, on the 19th, and 
carried the redoubt. Scarcely had he fixed 
himfelf there before colonel Klcift, at the head 
of the grenadiers, diflodgcd him with the lofs 
of eleven hundred .men,. This redoubt was 
P 4 placed. 
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placed^ contrary to rule, three thoufand paces 
diftant from the intrencbmcm, from which in 
was feparated by a ravin ; but» though it ftood 
thus apart and defei^celefs, the Ruffians difturb* 
ed it no more, difcour^ged by the lofs ^ey had 
akeady fulTerpd, 

Platen (Oftober) after having taken jli? ma* 
gazine of Koublin, then travcrfed the nev 
Marchy whence he inclined immediately toward 
Corlin, and took a detachment of three hun- 
dred Ruffians; but this made no impreffion on 
Romanzow^ who remained quiet in his camp. 
The prince of Wurtcmberg required Platen to 
come on the rear of the enemy, while he fbould 
attack him in front ; but, by a fatality commoA 
to all armies, the opinions of the two generals 
corrdponded in po inftance. Platen marched 
toward Spie, and encamped on the right of the 
prince, on the Kauzenberg. Their approach 
did but increafe their mifunderflanding. 

Platen however had been clof^ly followed by 
generals Fermor and Berg; the latter, with ten 
thoufand Coflacks and dragoops, pofted himfelf 
at Gireiffenberg. On the other part, the ap- 
proach of winter would not permit the com- 
bined fleets of the Swedes and Ruffians any 
longer to keep the fea. Each retired toward its 
<jwf> ports, and two frigates only were left in th^ 
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road of Colberg^ to block up th« harboun 
Thefe were fufficient to keep off the tranfports, 
the entrance of which into the harbour was be- 
come an urgent Heceflity. Unable to procure 
fubfiftcnce by fea, the prince of Wurtemberg 
wifhed to convey it by land, from Stettin; 
and to this cffeft he. detached Platen, in order 
to efcort the convoys/ The general direfted 
his route through Treptow and Stuchow to GoU- 
now: in this camp he had a defile before him, 
which he paffed with a regiment of huffars and 
two battalions. Thefe were immediately at- 
tacked by Fermor, who was there with his 
whole divifion, and they were beaten and made 
prifoners. After this misfortune. Platen retired 
to Damm; and the enemy deftroyed the con- 
voy he was fent to prdtedt. 

Not knowing what had paffed at GoUnow, 
the prince of Wurtemberg again detached Kno- 
bloch to Treptow, with three battalions and five 
hundred horfe, to efcort the convoy which he 
fuppofed was to arrive there, but which was 
already taken. Scarcely had Knobloch arrived 
at his place of deftination before he was fur- 
roimded by nine thoufand Ruffians, and taken 
for want of ammunition and fubfiftcnce, after he 
bad gravely defendird himfelf for three days. 

Profit- 
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Profiting by the fauks and misfortunes of the 
Pruffians, the foe next blockaded the prince of 
Wurtemberg infuch a manner that Platen, who 
could not join him, retired on the fide of Star- 
gard, and was followed by general Berg. 

Informed of the deplorable ilate of affairs in 
Pomerania, the king, as we have before faid, 
fent thither Schenkendorf and Anhalt. It was 
no longer poiiible to revidual the magazines of 
Colberg. The laft convoy the Ruffians had. 
taken contained all the horfes the provinces 
were able to fupply. The Riiffians, befidc, 
were fo fuperior in numbers, and had detached 
fo many troops, between Colberg and Stettin, 
diat it was morally impollible a convoy (hould 
pafs. * It was therefore neceffary to regard 
the place as loft, and to fave the troops of 
the prince of Wurtemberg ; becaufe, under the 
prefent gloomy afpedt of affairs, nothing better 
could be efieded. 

No diligence of Schenkendorf could bring 
him up with Platen fooner than the loth of 
November, on which day the generals joined 
between Pyritz and Arcnfwalde, whence they 
inarched to Greiffenberg, where they found 
themfclves in the prefence of Jacoblef, who had 
been detached from the grand army. While 
platen held him in awe, the prince of Wurtem- 
? berg 
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berg quitted his camp^ on the night of the 
14th; and^ marching along the (hore of the 
Baltic, arrived at Treptow, without meeting 
^n enemy on his route. The prince joined the 
corps by which he had been releafed; and^ 
after their union, they attempted once more to 
diflodge the Ruffians from the neighbourhood 
of Colberg, by coming upon their rear. Hav- 
ing obferved they could not efied their purpofe 
by this manoeuvre, they advanced, on the 12th 
of December, toward Spie; attacked the re- 
doubt of Drenow, carried it, and tookthe troops 
by which it was defended. They would have 
obtained further advantages, had not the whole 
Ruffian army prefented itfelf in the very camp 
the Prqffians had occupied. As they knew the 
impoffibility of carrying the intrenchments of 
the enemy, they fell back to GreifFenberg; 
whence, having heard that ^mine had obliged 
the garrifon of Colberg to furrender, they re- 
fired to Stettin. The prince of Wurtemberg 
drew a line bphind the Oder, to cover Stettin; 
Thadden departed for Lufatia, Platen for Sax- 
ony, and the prince took the road of Meckr 
lenbourg. 

We have been engaged by objefts fo import- 

,,ant that we have made no mention of the Swe- 

difii army^ or of Belling, who made head againft 

k 
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it with fifteen hundred huflars and two batta- 
lions. Ehrenfchwcrd with the Swedes had 
pafled the Peene, on the 19th of July. Bel- 
ling, who was at Malchin^ being informed 
that a corps of Swedes encamped at Bartow, 
attacked it^ and took a hundred men^ and three 
cannon. ( Auguft 5th) He next fell on Heflen- 
ftein> who was at Ropenack, where he cap* 
turcd fix hundred men^ and fix cannon. The 
fame commander was another time beaten, and 
loft three hundred men. 

Thefe petty advantages did not prevent the 
Swedilh army from advancing into the tJckc- 
rane march. A corps of fix thoufand Swedes, 
toming from Treptow, on the ToUenfec, Ap- 
proached to attack Belling; but he put himfelf 
in ambufcade, fell unexpectedly on the foe, and 
took near fix hundred men. The prince of 
Bevem, who faw the advance of the Swedes, 
in defpite of the vigorous refinance of Belling, 
£bnt him a reinforcement of three battahons; 
and at the fame time he was joined by St^tter- 
hcim, and fome troops fi-om the army of prince 
Henry. With this additional ftrength. Belling 
attacked a corps of Swedes, pofted at Rebelow, 
and made fome prifbners. Ehrenfchwerd, that 
he might take his revenge, marched on the 

morrow 
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morrow to Gollnow. Belling^ who was thcrc> 
having received intelligence of the enemy's 
intentj once more, by the aid of an ambufcade^ 
attacked^ threw him into diforder, and retreated 
to Rebelow; ' whence he inclined to Kuhblanck, 
and the Swedes to Friedland. Belling marched 
to meet them^ engaged the cavalry of Spreng- 
port, which conftituted the van-guard of the 
corps, and was viftorious. (September 9th) He 
then turned toward Lockenitz, where this inde- 
fatigable general fell on the Swedes, intrenched 
at Friedland. His want of infantry and artil- 
lery would not permit him to attack the in- 
trenchment ; and he remained faf isfied with car- 
rying off the grand guard of forty dragoons. 
We feem to be writing the hiftory of Amadis 
de Gaul, fpeaking of the progrefs of Belling, 
who was for evej? fighting, and never to Jbe. found 
in the fame place. His infantry was at Pafe- 
walkj and he had pofted himfelf at Ferdi- 
nandlhof. The Swedes advanced, the PruflTan 
drove their van^guard upon the infantry, forced 
them to retire^ ajptd on the morrow engaged in 
a new combat, lii which the enemy loft five 
hundred men. (Ofltober) 

The prince of Bevern, obliged to fend con* 
voys to Colberg, then withdrew the battalions 
h« hafl fent to Belling. This general himfelf 

3 received 
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received orders to approach Berlin, which was 
threatened by a corps of Auftrians that was in 
Lufatia. He departed, it is true (November) 
but, as he found that the rumour had no foun« 
dation in truth, he marched back to meet the 
Swedes, where he waited to gather new laurels. 
The campaign in thefe parts was dragged on to 
the fixth of December, when Ehrenfchwerd 
quitted Demmin, and approached Stralfund* 
Nothing happened on the banks of the Peene, 
except fome trifling ikirmifhes. 

When the prince of Wurtemberg marched 
toward Mecklenbourg, Belling led the van. At 
Malchin he found a garrifon, which he kept 
blockaded till the prince of Wurtemberg came 
up. The place might have been carried fword 
in hand, but the troops were in a (battered ftate, 
the regiments half melted away, and over- 
whelmed with fatigue; and it was bcfide iiecief- 
fary to preferve the men for better occafions. 
For thefe reafons the town was only cannon- 
aded; though it would have been taken, had not 
Ehrenfchwerd, informed of the danger of his 
troops, fpecded to their relief with his whole 
army (January the 3d). He withdrew the gar- 
rifon of Malchin, and again took the route to 
Stralfund. The troops on each part went into 
winter quarters; the Swedes near Stralfund, and 

the 
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the Pruffians in the duchy of Mecklenbourg, in 
the environs of Schwerin and Roftock. 

We have faid that general Platen was on the 
full march for Saxony, and it is now proper to 
relate what pafled this year in the army of prince 
Henry. We left his royal highnefs in. the camp 
of Meiflen and Katzenha&ufer; marflial Daun 
at his camps of the Windberg and Dippoldit 
walda; and the army of the circles between 
Hof and Plauen. The prince, who was to ob- 
ierve the marflial, and follow him (hould he 
march into Silefia, propofed not to quit the 
^banks of the Elbe, that he might pafs the river 
at the fame time with the enemy. Meantime, 
to keep the Auftrians in breath, and to reduce 
them in fome manner to the defenfivc, the 
prince haraffed or attacked every detachment 
Daun fent from his army, however trifling the 
diftance. Among others, Kleiftdiflodged four 
regiments of Saxon dragoons, near Freyberg^ 
who gave indications of intending to take poft 
there. After having purfued them toward Dip- 
poldifwalda, he profited by the opportunity, 
and fuddcnly fell on the corps of Torrek, at 
Marienberg, whom he obliged to take refuge in 
Bohemia. Seidlitz, on his part, purfued Ried; 
i«rho abandoned his pofition of KelTelfdorf, and 
haftily retreated to the camp of the Windberg. 

The 
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The Auftrians tranquilly endured thefc pcttf 
bravadoes^ and tteated them as trifles, not trou^ 
bling themfelves to uke any' revenge; 

Daun remained inadive till the opening of 
the campaign in Silefis^ confining his efforts to 
cut off all ittimediat^ communication betweeii 
the two Pruflian armies. Td this efTedt he de- 
tached Lafcy (July i6th) who pafled the Elbe> 
and took poft at the village of Dobberitz^ near 
Groflenhayn. By this the marihal obliged th^ 
Prulfian couriers to take circuits, that their dif- 
patches might arrive in fafety. This inconve* 
nience, at that time, was of little confequence; 
but another more confiderable one might refult; 
which was that, fhould Daun undertake to march 
into Silefia, the prince muft be obliged to pafs 
the Elbe lower down, by which he Would at 
leaft lofe a march, and would have found Lafcy 
in his road, which might have rendered the tra^ 
verfing of Lufatia difficult. He however ima- 
gined the marihal had another meaning, and 
fliat the motion of Lafcy was that a junftioil 
might be formed with the Ruffians, or that 
fome iiew incurfion might be made into thfli 
cledtoral march. 

It was impoffible his highnefs fhould dppofc 
to many attempts at once; and he contented 
hiipfelf with fendihg Robel, with a troop of 

• huflar;^ 
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huffars, to Torgau, that he might there obferve 
the motions of Lafcy, and make his report. 
To prevent any expedition of the enemy againft 
the capital, he cantoned a part of his troops be- 
tween Strchla and Leimbach, by which he 
gained a march, (hould he find it neceflary to 
covet Berlin. Thefe troops, concealed from 
Daun, might aid in fending detachments un- 
fufpefted, of which it would be difficult for the 
enemy to obtain information. An occafion like 
this foon prefented itfelf. Klecfeld, with a corps 
of the circles, had advanced tp Penig. The 
prince fent Kleift to oblige him to quit this poft. 
Scarcely was he repulfed before he returned, 
only to be repulfed a fecond time. 

The king was fo occupied between the Au- 
ftrians and Ruffians that it was with difficulty he 
could, with all his troops, make any head againft 
the fupcribrity of his foes. The prince, his 
brother, imagined Belling had need of fuccour, 
that he might more fuccefsfuUy oppofe fuch en- 
terprifes as the Swedes might form in future. From 
his army only could troops be detached into thofe 
parts, for Daun had hitherto remained tranquil. 
The prince therefore fent the younger Stutter- 
hcim, with four battalions, to join Belling. We 
have lately feen the ufe that was made of thefe 
• Q^ troof)S. 
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tfoops. The reafon thai: principally deter mined 
his highnefs to mak^ this detachment was, that 
there might be troops ready for the defence of 
the capiul, fliould that be neceflary, againft 
any incurfion of fmallcorpsj becaufe that the 
garrifon of Berlin only then conlifted of two 
feeble battalions of milkia. 

( Ai^ft 29th) A war of Ikumiflies (till con- 
.tinue4 in Saxony to be carried on by the Pruf- 
fian^. Kleifl a fecond time beat a corp; c^the 
eneqiy^ near Freyberg, and Seidlit^ defeated a 
large body <7f cavahy,, near Pret{chendor£ In 
the iatcrimy tl^ troops of the circles began to 
I1IOV9. Serbellonij their commander, had ad- 
vanced to Romburg; and, as he might thence 
turn the flank of the Fruffians with fiicility, 
prince Henry fent SeidUtz againft him, with 
five battalions and fifteen fquadrons. This 
general man<»uvredwkh fo much art and capa- 
city, and inlpired Serbclloni with fo many fears 
for the army under his command, that the latter 
thought it his duty to retire toward Hof in the 
empire. 

The French army, at this time made fomc 
progrefs. The corps of the count de Lufacc 
had penetrated through Eimbeck, into the f lee- 
borate of Hanover, and menaced the town of 
Wolfenbuttel. As the feeblenefs of the garri- 

• fon 
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foil made it apprehended that vigorous defence 
was impoiEble, his royal highnefs fent colonel 
Bohlen thither, Vith fifteen hundred men. The 
colofiel would have thrown himfelf into the 
place; but thi^ governor. Stammer^ who com- 
tnanded there for the duke, would not permit 
him to e«er. Bohlen confequcntly retired, and 
two days after it was taken, 

,When the Saxons had thus captured Wolfea- 
buttel, Serbelloni fent general Luziniky to join 
them, with fix thoufand men, whe took poft 
toward the Saale, and leized on Halle. (Odto- 
bcr nth) The prince fent Seidlitz to oppofe 
him; who, paffing through Deflau and Bern- 
burg, endeavoured there to prohibit the foe en- 
tering the dutchy of Magdebourg. But the 
count dc Lufacc had already evacuated Wol- 
fenbuttfel, and retreated into Heffe; and Lu- 
ziniky had feUen back to the army of the cir- 
cles; fothat Seidlitz, finding himfelf ufelefs in 
thole parts, returned to rejoin prince Henry. 

Scarcely were affairs re-eftabli(hed on the fide 
of Lower Saxony before the departure of But- 
turlin, out of Silefia, caufed it to be feared he 
would march immediately to Berlin, as the 
Ruffians had doive during the preceding cam- 
paign. To obfefve the motions of this army, 
the prince detached Podewjls for F^rftcnwalde, 
• Q^a with« 
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with eight hundred horfe; but the cxpediticm 
of Platen to Koublin would not fufFer the Ruf- 
fians to purfue this plan, if they ever had it in 
contemplation, and the capital was relieved 
from its fears. 

(Oftobef 1 6th) The Auftrians at length 
awoke from their (lumbers. Marfl^ Daua 
confined his operations to the extending his 
troops over that chain of hills in Saxony which 
are on the confines of Bohemia. This was to 
remain fatisfied with a village, when a kingdom 
might be obtained. Haddick departed with a 
confiderable corps from Dippoldifwalda, and 
took poft at Freyberg; while the marftial gave 
the alarm to all the Pruflliau pofts on the Trip* 
fche, that his highnefs might be prevented from 
making any powerjEiil attempt on Haddick. The 
late motion of the Auftrians brought them im- 
mediately on the right flank of the camp, which 
occupied the Katzenhseufer. To obviate this 
inconvenience, the prince changed his pofition, 
and prepared an intrenched camp at thePeterf- 
berg, the command of which he conferred on 
Seidlitz. 

(November) The operations of the Auftrians 
ended in Silefia, as we have already faid, by the 
capture of Schweidnitz* Laudon, feeling him- 
fclf fufficiently in force, by the aid of the Ruf- 

• fians 
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lians under Czernichef, who were at his com* 
mand, fent Campitelli into Saxony with a 
corps which O^Donnel had brought him from 
Lufatia. This general pafled the bridge of 
.Drefden, on the firft of November; whence 
he was fent to Freyberg, to reinforce Haddick 
among^the mountains. Daun on this quitted 
his camp (the 5tb) of the Windberg, and ad* 
vanced, in full force, on the front of the Pruf- 
fian army. The day was pafled in a reciprocal 
cannonade, and fome ikirmifties between corps 
of infantry belonging to the two armies. The 
Pruflians repulfed the enemy who wiftied to dif- 
lodge them from the paflage of the Tripfche, 
which they defended. While the marflial alarmed 
the Pruflians, Haddick advanced on the banks 
of the Mulde, where he eftabliftied hjknfelf from 
Noflen and Dobeln to Rpflwein. 

Thefe ppfts behind th^ Mulde, which the 
Auftrians occupied, are very difficult of accefs. 
There are continued heights over the whole 
extent: of tl^e ground; imd the bed of the river, 
by being hollowed in the rock, prevents any paf- 
fage except over ftone bridgeS;^ which ^re to be 
found at three places. Prince Henry, not be- 
ing fufficiently in force to diflodge an enemy 
fuperior in numbers from a pofition fo advan- 
tageous, fatisfied himfelf with intrenching th? 
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pofts his army occupied^ that he might maia- 
tain himfclf there during winter. The Fruffian^ 
had the art to make themfelves fo much re-* 
fpe£ked, by the enemy, that all the detachment$ 
fent by Haddick, beyond the Muldc, were rc- 
pulfed or beaten. 

The king had flattered himfelf that the camr 
paign of the Ruffians in Pomerania would 
neither be long nor dangerous, and had defr 
tined Platen for Saxony, But affairs, as we 
hsLvt faid, took an ill turn; and the ge? 
neral could not join the army of his highnefs 
before the nth of January. Scarcely had he 
arrived at Altcnbiirg and'Naumburg, there to 
take up his quarters^ before the ar^ny of the 
circles advanced to put tKcmfelyes in poflfcffion 
of the fame places. Platen ceded the ground 
he could not defend. On retiring, colonel 
Stojentin, of the regiment of young Brunfwick^ 
was attacked by four thoufand nien; and he dc-r 
fended himfelf fo well that he gained Meufel- 
witz, withqut fuffering any other lofs than tha^ 
of the fick, whom he could not bring off froxa 
Altenburg. 

The PrufEans maintained their pofition dur- 
ing the whole winter. They fufTcred frequent 
alarms from the vicinity of the two armies; but^ 
happen what might, it was fo important to pre- 
ferve Saxony, under the defperate circwmfbmces 

9C 
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of the Pru(fian affairs^ at this tioit^ th^ his f oyal 
highneft, to cffe<a that purpoTe^ ran ^very riik^ 
He owed his fuccefs kfs to the (jbrength of his 
army th^n to his exc<!llent difpofijtionSy coq^ 
ftancy, and foirtitu^e^ 

To fini(h the pidbure of the yi^ar, wt ftiH have 
to relate the operations th^t happetiisd between 
the anny of the allies and that of France. We 
left prince Ferdiiiatid at Padertx^-fi; the here* 
ditary prince at Munfter; prince 4e Soubjfe on 
Ithe Lower ^hine ; marlhal de Broglio at Caflel ; 
and the count de Luface in the vicinity (^ Eife* 
uach. The prince de Soubife opened the cam- 
paign^ by inclining toward Dortmund^ while de 
Broglio aifeqibled difierei^ cor|«^ that menaced 
(he OinieU Frjuice Ferdinand left Sporken oa 
the Dimel^ with orders to retire to Lippftadt^ 
ihoiild the eiiemy come upon him in full force^ 
;ind the army of the allies advanced toward 
the prince de Soubife, 

This army of the Lower Rhino had marched 
for Unna. The hereditary prince approached 
Hamm; and prince Ferdinand^ receiving news 
that de Soubife had fent a corps forward, under 
|;he command of the prince de Cond£, called in 
the hereditary prince^ attacked this van*g\aard» ^ 
and obl^ed it to fall back to the main army« 
The prince found the French (July the 2d) too-, 
^ell i^t^enched to hazard an attack, and 
Q^ marclicd 
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marched for Dortmund to turn their camp* 
On the evening, arriving at the bridge of Ku^e, 
he was there attacked by the French, whom he 
repulfed with lofs. The- new pofition of the 
allies would have given inquietude to the prince 
de Soubife, for his fubfiftence, had not de Bro- 
glio come to his fuccour, from the Dimel. On 
the approach of the French, Sporken retired, 
with fome lofs ; but inftead of marching to Lipp- 
ftadt, according to orders, he fell back on 
Hamm. The prince de Soubife then joined 
de Broglio with all fpeed; and the two armies 
met at Paderbom. Prince Ferdinand purfued 
de Soubife, and there were fome Ikirmiflies 
with the rear-guard, but nothing happened de- 
cifively. De Broglio left the count de Luface 
at Paderborn, to cover the magazines he had 
formed there, and the two French armies en-: 
camped at Soft. 

While thefe armies and that of the allies were 
in motion, apartifan, appertaining to the latter, 
^named Freytag, carried off three convoys of 
flour, dcftined for the enemy, between Caflel 
and Warburg. This lofs fo far diftreffed the 
French that they were obliged to employ ten 
days in bringing up fubfiftence, and in re-efta-. 
bliftiing order in the adminiftration of their pro- 
' yifions. 

Prince 
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Prince Ferdinand profited by this inaftivity 
to fix his camp fecurely between the Afpe and 
the Lippe; and at the fame time provided for 
the fecurity of Lippftadt, by fending Wangen- 
heim thither, at the head of fix battalions, where 
he was foon ^fter joined by Sporken. On the 
15th of July the two French marlhals advanced 
upon prince Ferdinand. Their army, forming 
^ femicircle^ embraced th^ whole circumference 
of his camp ; for they had tlieir two wings on 
the Lippe. De. Broglip immediately forced the 
poft of Nellen, defended by Englifli grenadiers; 
aad, ipfl^ted with his fuccefs, hp attacked a 
fhiall wood, before the village of Villinghaufen, 
which was occupied by the Britifli legion, who 
fupported their pofl: with too much bravery to 
fuffer themfelves to be diflodged. Toward fix 
in the evening, the battle appeared as if it would 
become general; and would fo have become 
had it not been prevented by the darknefs of 
the night. 

The fire recommenced on the morrow, as. 
foon as light appeared. De Soubife attacked 
the port w:here the hereditary prince command- 
ed, and endeavoured to force a village ; but was 
impeded by the vigorous defence of a redoubt. 
De BrogUo, on his fide, made his efforts againft 
prince Ferdinand* Thefe efforts were feeble, 

an4 
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and die prince, perceiving during the conteft 
feme fluduation in the French infantry which 
denoted incertitude and difcowagement, profit- 
ing by this iik? a great general, and having^ 
been jpined by Wangenheim, left his poft with 
fixteen battalions, who aqdaciouily charged the 
troops of de Broglio, broke thpm, and com* 
pelled them to take to flight. This qnexpeded 
1;»low obliged the two marfhals to defilt The 
French Ipft fix thouftod men : the lofs pf the 
allies didrnot exceed two thoufand, becaufe Ui§t 
they were well pdlcd, and vidorious. 

After the battle, de Soubife feparated fr<mi 
de Broglio, and approached the Rhur$ whjle 
die latter inclined toward Paderbom? The he- 
reditary prince followed de Soubife, marching 
for the Harftrang, that he might prevent the 
ktter paffing the Rhur; and prince Ferdinand 
accompanie4 de Broglio. Thi^ French army 
extended, behind the Wcfer, from Paderborn 
to Hameln, and began to fortify itfelf at Hqxr 
tcr, where it formed a magazine of provifions 
and ammunition, and gave it tp be fufpeded 
that there was a deiign to befiege Hameln. 
Prince Ferdinand therefore detached Luckner 
thither; and, as he could, not prevent the fiege 
but by giving de Broglio inquietude elfewhere, 
he fent Wangcnheim and Wuthenow to pene- 
trate 
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f i?atc intQ the gountry of Waldegk ; where they 
defeated a 4^achmex^t of the foe, near Stad;- 
berg. De Broglio w^s obliged by |his expe- 
jiition to weaken his centre ; for which prince 
l^erdinand only waited, that he niight march 
through Oalbrucl^ and Dptmold to Reilkirchep.- 

Surprifed by a manqsuvrc fo uncxpedted, the 
French put thetnfplves in motion, and arrived 
at the foot of the heights of I^pilkirchen, fo 
Celebr^fed by the defeat of Varqs. Here they 
found the Gprman^ too fccure to be aflauUed 
r with jnapynity, and retired for Neheim and Steinr 
heim, Luckner th^n marched into the di(tri<5i: 
of Soiling, where )ie attacked apd beat a corps 
voider the comqaand pf de Belfunce> between 
ppttingen and Hoxter^ 

Prince Ferdinand^ delirovis of comi^ng to ac* 
pon, and i^ot finding himfelf fufiiciemly ftrong 
in his prefent pofidon, called in the hereditary 
prinpe. This prince came upon the rear of the 
Frci^ch army, and obliged marfhal de Broglio 
to fend de Stainville to oppofe his attempts^ 
The French, to difengage themfelves from the 
allies, by whom they were fiirrounded, attacked 
l^he fmall town of Horn, before the right of 
prince Ferdinand; but fome £ngli(h brigades, 
advancing to maintain this pod, made them 
abandon their projed. Difcouraged by ill fuc- 

cefs. 
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cefs, and difguftcdby the obftacles he had every 
where to encounter, de Broglio renounced the 
fiege of Hameln, and only thought of tranf- 
porting his provifions from Hoxter, where he 
paffed the Wefer, over three bridges. The 
allies followed, but could obtain no advantage. ' 

The junftion of the hereditary prince with 
the army of the allies, while it favoured the 
affairs of Lower Saxony, was iiyurious to thoft 
of the Lower Rhine. Here his prefence be- 
came neceffary, and hitlier he was obliged to 
return. On his march, he forced the prince de 
Cond6 to raifc the fiege of Hamm. The French 
retired to Munfter, where they joined de Sou-? 
bifc, who blockaded that town. The heredi- 
tary prince, that he might relieve Munfter, 
fiiddenly inverted the town of Dorften, and 
captured the garrifon, who laid down thejr 
arms. By this acquifition, the prince, being 
in the neighbourhood of Wefel, could prevent 
the arrival of convoys to the French army, 
This expedition threw fo many difficulties in 
the way of the prince de Soubife that he deter- 
mined to raife the blockade of Munfter, and 
retire through Dulmen for Halteren. 

After the departure of the hereditary prince 
for Lower Saxony, de Broglio, finding himfelf 
piore at his eafe, advanced on Eimbeck, and 

the 
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the Leine j which occafioned prince Ferdinand 
to divide his army. The half of this he left on 
the Wefer ; and with the other half he inclined 
to the Dimel, that he might thence fall on the 
corps of de Stainville. The general forefaw the 
intentions of the prince, haftily retired, and 
threw himfclf into the intrenched camp that 
had been prepared near Caffel. The attempt 
having failed, through the aftivity of de Stain- 
ville, prince Ferdinand made arrangements to 
feize on Munden ; by which de Broglio was fo 
much terrified that he haftened thither with the 
half of his army.. The allies at his approach 
fell back for Gcifmar, and de Brogho, finding 
his men ufelefs at Munden, fent fome reinforce- 
ments to de Stainville (Odtober) and returned 
with th^ remainder of his troops to Eimbeck, 
There was no longer any fear that de Soubife 
would befiege Munfter, becaufe the feafon was 
too much advanced ; and, as the detachment of 
the hereditary prince was become more necef- 
fary in Lower Saxony than in Weftphalia, 
prince Ferdinand fent him orders to join his army 
on the Dimel. On his arrival, the allies ad- 
vanced toward de Stainville, who again retired ; 
and de Broglio a fecond time haftened to his 
fuccour, with a part of his troops ; for he had 
left his main army in the diftridt of Soiling,. ex- 
tending 



23^ t^OSttttMOtfS WORiCSt 

tending from Holzmundcn to Lamforde. Pet* 
ceiving their plan difconcerted, the allies en-« 
tcrcd the principality of Waldeck, which might 
fiipply them more amply with fubfiftencc than 
Heffc» De Broglio, having obferved that the 
manoeuvres of the allies confifted only in diver-' 
fions, that they might impede his plans^ deter^ 
mined to make a diverfion himfelf i and fent 
the count de Luface, with eight or nine thou* 
fand Saxons, into the dutchy of Brunfwick> to 
befiege Wolfenbuttel. The town having fur* 
rendered without any great refiftance, the count 
de Luface turned toward Brunfwick, which he 
inverted. Luckner, who had been fent by 
prince Ferdinand to fuccour Wolfenbuttel, ar* 
rived too late; but, having been joined by 
prince Frederic of BrunC^ick, this youthful 
prince, infpired with a noble ambition, and 
ardent in the caufe of honour, made his firft 
eflay by forcing the poft which the enemy held 
at the village of Oelper; then threw himfelf 
into Brunfwick, occafioned the fiege to be raifcd, 
and haftened the evacuation of WolfenbutteL 
Thus Alexander, while yet a boy, in the army 
ofhis father Philip, vanquiftied the Athenians, 
with the wing of cavalry under his command. 

Detachments however did not impede the 
grand armies from continuing their aftivity* 

Marflial 
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M^uihal de Broglio had fortified the poft af 
Duderftadc (November) had ordered de Stain- 
ville to incline to Jcffen, had placed feme 
brigades to guard Eimbeck^ and had fent dc 
Chabot to occupy the defiles of Efcher(haufeii> 
with a detachment of ten thoufand men. Ebd 
prince Ferdinaad permitted the enemy to main- 
tain this pofition^ during (he winterj his advan^ 
tages» at the commencement of the next cam« 
paign, would have been too evident. This de- 
termined him to pierce through the centre of 
the ground occupied by the French army. For 
this purpofe^ the hereditary prince and lord 
Granby (the 5th) paffcd the Leiae, and took 
poft near a. height^ in the vicmage of Eimbeek, 
named the Huve. Prince Ferdinand on his 
part paflcd the Wefer, on the 4th, at Tundern, 
and advanced upon M. de Chabot, who had 
the good fortune to efcape. The enemy was 
warmly attacked on all fides. De Broglio ima- 
gined all was loft, when he perceived the here- 
ditary prince oppofite the Huve. The day was 
pafled in a mutual cannonade; but» the French 
being reinforced on the morrow, it was no 
longer proper to hazard an attack. This gave 
occafion to the motion that the whole corps of 
the allies made to their right. The French un- 
derftood their march as a retreat, and wiflied to 
3 * harafs 
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harafs the Germans; but they were every 
where repulfed and beaten. 

Prince Ferdinand, by this wheel, gained the 
heights of Wangelftedt; from which he af- 
fumed the pofition of the Huve in the rear. 
This completely difconcerted de Broglio ; who, 
unable any longer to maintain his pofition, was 
obliged to evacuate Eimbeck, and retire into 
Heffc. With this very able mancEuvre, prince 
Ferdinand concluded a campaign which was to 
him highly glorious, and the armies on both 
iides went into winter quarters. 

By what we have related of the events of the 
campaign, prince Ferdinand of Brunfwick, of 
all the allies, was the only one who terminated 
It without lofs. The Pruflians were generally 
unfortunate in all the countries where they made 
war. Prince Henry had loft all the mountains 
of Saxony ; and was fo preffed, on the ground 
that remained, that it was with difficulty he 
could draw daily fubfiftence for his troops. The 
fuperiority of the enemy had given the latter 
the means of occupying the moft advantageous 
pofts; and there was caufe to apprehend the. 
worft of cbnfequences for the winter and the 
approaching campaign. 

But, bad as, might be the fituation of hfs 

royal highnefs, it by no means equalled that of 

I thp 
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the army of the king. The lofs of Schweidnitz 
included that of the hills and the half of Silefia. 
His majefty retained only the fortreffes of Glo- 
gau, Breflau, Brieg, Neifs, and Cofel. He was 
matter of the courfe of the Oder, and of the prin- 
cipalitieis fituated on the oppofite ftiore, which 
had been ravaged by the Ruffians, at the com- 
mencement of the campaign, and from which 
fubfiftence no longer could be drawn ; nor was 
any to be obtained from Poland, becaufe that 
fifteen thoufand Ruffians, who had drawn a line 
on the frontiers, interdifted all paffiigc. The 
army was obliged to defend its front againft 
the Auflrians, and its rear againft the Ruffians. 
The communication between Berlin and Breflau 
was bwt precarious; and what rendered this 
iituation completely defperate was the lofs of 
Colberg. Nothing might prevent the Ruffians 
from laying liege to Stettin, in the fpring, or 
^en from feizing on Berlin, and the whole 
eledorate of Brandenbourg. The king had only 
thirty thousand men in Silefia; prince Henry 
was but little ftronger ; and the troops that had 
ferved in Pomerania, againft the Ruffians, were 
fo ruined that fcarcely the (hadow of them re- 
mained. Mbft of the provinces were invaded' 
or overwhelmed; no one knew where recruits 

R might 
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might be obtained ; whence horfes and flores 
might be drawn; where fubfiftence could be 
found; nor how ammunition might be fafcly 
brought to the army. 

'We fhall fee however that the ftate, though 
apparently, was not in reality, ruined ; that in- 
duftry re-eftabliftied the army ; and that a fortu* 
nate accident repaired every lofs. This wilj^ 
ferve as an example to prove how deceitful arc 
appearances ; and that, in great affairs, perfe^ 
verance will enable men to furmount every 
threatening peril. 



i CHAP. XV- 

TbeJFinter of 1761 fo ij62. 

BY the recital of what happened during the 
preceding campaign, we have expofed the 
miferies under which PruflSa at prefent groaned, 
and thofe by which fhe ^as flill further me- 
naced. In times the mofl critical, and when the 
fate of arms feemed to be the moft averfe, ftill 
were there fortie rays of hope which betokene4 
refources, though with incertitude. In the month 
of Odober, after the lofs of Schweidnitz, when 

the 
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tKc army of the king was at Strehlen, and the 
Ruflians, in Pomerania, were belicging the town 
Of Colberg and the tort)s of the prince of Wur* 
temberg, the king received an embafly from 
the khan of the Tartars. The ^mbaflkdor was 
iiis matter's barber. This will appear ftrang<j 
to minds prtejudiced concerning court cererho- 
hials, and to thofe who only judge of diftant 
nation^ by comparing them with the manner* 
of Europeans. But fuch incidents are not un* 
common among the eaftern people, where iio=» 
bility is unknown, and where thofe are fup-- 
pofed to be the moft dignified Who apprpach 
neareft the perfon of the fovereign. 

This barber> or this ambafTador, prefented 
his credentials, writteil in a ridiculous ftyle, 
thotgh. veiy different from that of the ftyle o£ 
the German chancery. The objeft of his em- 
bafly was to propofc an alliance between Pruffia 
ind Tartai-y, and to offer ian aid of fixteeti thou* 
iand auxiliaries, fot which a certain flipulated 
fubfidy was to be granted. Such a propofitioA 
was not to be rejedied, in the prefent lituatioti 
bf affairs. It was not only accepted, but, fur- 
ther to gdn time, the barber was fent back 
^vith projedts of treaties of alliance and fubfidies. 
]Prefents were heaped upon him, for himfelf and 
|u5 mailer j and he was accompanied oh his re- 
R 2 tura 
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ttirn by the young von Goltz, in order td ptdk 
the execution of thcfe engagements, and to lead 
9, corps of auxiliaries into Hungary, where 
they were wiflied to be employed to make a di- 
verlion into the ftates of the emprefs queen. 
' The fieur Bofcamp, the king's emiflary at BaO:- 
cheferay, was at the fame time charged to 
exert all his affiduity to difpofc the khan to 
make an incurfion into Ruffia ; for, after hoftili- 
- ties had once been committed, the Porte would 
find itfelf under the conftraint of fupporting the 
khan. This was the only means of drawing 
the Turks into thofe meafures for which they 
had hitherto teftified fo much repugnance. 
Should the projed fucceed, Pomerania would 
be freed from the Ruffians, and the eledoral 
March preferved from the perils to which it 
/ was expofed. 

With refpeft to the irruption of the fixteen 
thoufand Tartars into Hungary, this muft no 
doubt be fupported by a corps of regular troops ; 
but, as the emprefs queen muft be obliged to 
detach twice the number, (he would, of ne- 
ceffity, enfeeble the army that, in the fpring, 
was to oppofe the Pruffians. All the intelli- 
gence received at this time^ from Conftantinople, 
made a prompt conclufion of the defenfive treaty 
c^ alliance, which the king negotiated at the 

Porte, 
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Forte, to be hoped. But the diftance betweeft 
hope ttad accomplilbment \fraS great. The 
vizir was a man advanced in years^ no foU 
dier, and feared to begin a trade hq did not un- 
derftand. He ptrti'cularly apprehended expof* 
ing a fortwie already ^dl eftablilhed to the ha- 
zards of war. For this reafon, he was intimately 
. conncfted^tli the mufti, that they might in 
concert qounteraft the violent opinions of thofe 
who wiftied.to break with the hotife of Auftria, 
and to reprefent to them that the truce between 
the Porte and the Imperialifts, not having yet 
expired, might not be violated, without tranf- 
grefling the law of Mahomet, 

Still however, in confequence of thofe con* 
traditions to which the human mind is fb 
liable, the Porte fent large detachments of ja- 
ijiffaries toward Hungary. The Ottoman forces., 
affembled in the environs of Belgrade, amount- 
ed to a hundred and tci:^ thoufand men. The 
bafliaws'made thefe troops advance, and form 
a line on ^he frontiers of the provinces of th^ 
emprefs queen. This was much for ^he Porte, 
but Bttle for Pruffia> which ftood in ©eed of 
more effeftual aid, However, as there were no 
hopes to be obtained in Europe, except froir\ 
^5 power, th^ Jyng' attempted by «U iwagina- 
R3 feh 
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ble means^ as well at Conftantinople as at Baft^ 
th^feray, to produce vigorous refblutions. 

During the winter, a new emiflary arrive4 
from the khan at Breflau, who confirmed all 
the promifes the barber had made the king 
^n his n^ader^s name, and affur^d him the khan 
would affemble a, corps of forty thoufand men, 
in the fpring, which affirmation was verified; 
and that thefe (hould afterward aft according to 
his majefty's defires; which was liot verified, 
We foon ftiaU fee that the revolutions, which 
happened in Ruffia, made fo ftrong an imprcf- 
fion on thpfe eaftern people that they delaye4 
jhe meafurcs they were on the point of taking, 
and fufpcnded all their planst 

The emiflary of the khan, however, was fent 
back with prefents, as well for himfelf as {of 
Jiis matter; for among thefe people every thing 
is purchafed. The Tartar had fef a price on 
.his aftions and fprvicpes j fo much was to be paid 
him for a favourahle-anfwer, fo much for aflTem- 
bling.his troops, fo much for preparing to afl^, 
^and fo much for a letter whifh he was prevailed 
upon to write to the grand feigniof. The only 
difference, between the, interefled fpirit of the 
Orientalifts and diat of other nations, feems tQ 
pie, to be that the firfl yield to this infamous 
p^flipn, and* difhonoyr themfelves, without a. 

blufh^. 
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blu(h; and that the Europeans at leaft afieft 
ibmefhame. 

While thefe endeavours were made to raife 
commotions in the Eaft, affairs were more aad 
more embroiled in England. France had fent 
de Bufly into that kingdom, to negotiate peace; 
but his prefence did not lull the Britifli minifter 
fb entirely as had been hoped by th? pourt of 
Verfaill^i?* Pprhaps there was lefs ardour dif- 
pl^ycd in their nayal armaments. The Englifti 
ncverthelefs took the ^fland and fortrefs of Belle- 
ifle, during thefe negotiations; and feized on, 
Pondicherry in the E^ft Indies, where they 
ruined the important eftabliftiments pofleifed 
by the French Eaft India company. Thus the 
negotiation of de Bwffy made little progrefs at 
London. The duke de Choifeul, that he might 
allur? the Englilh, gave Mr. Stanley the moft 
flattering hopes, which were immediately ab- 
jured by the interpretations made by de Buffy. 
This political f^irmifli continued till toward 
the end of the year 176 1, when conference^ 
were refumed with greater ardour. France, 
intending to dupe England, faw (he could nox 
fucceed. She wifhed to fqftain no Iqfs^ but to 
make a more advantageous peace than (lie was 
intitled to by the fortune of war; and, as thp 
f^rts of negotiation were infufEcient tci. eflrc<3: 
^ :R. 4 theff 
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Acfc purpofcs, (he caft her eyes toward Spain, 
which dc Choifeul had the addrcfs to engage in 
her interefts. This alliance might awe the Eng- 
li(h ; or, ftiould it not, the affiftance of that 
power might pufli the war with greater vigour 
and fuccefs. 

The methods employed by de Choifeul to 
difpofe the king of Spain to embrace the inter- 
efts of France would not every where have been 
equally efficacious. Thefe were contained in the 
famous projedt of the family compaft, whidi, 
far from uniting the crowns, ought on the con- 
trary for ever to have prevented all treaty be* 
tween Spain and France. We (hall content 
ourfelves with enumerating the principal points. 
This compaft fays 

«^ That the two branches of the houfe of Bour- 
*^ bon were henceforward toT^e confidered as one 
"and the fame; that the fubjefts of the two 
** crowns were mutually to enjoy the fame ad van* 
*^ tages; that they were at all times to have but 
*' one common caufe; confequently that tht 
*' king of Spain was to declare war on England^ 
<* Ihould that power refufe to redrefs certain 
** griefs, fuch as the cutting of logwood, and 
♦' the piracies committed by the Englifh priva* 
*« teers; that Spain, at the fame time, fhould 
^ attack the king of Portugal; and (what is 

*^moft 
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** moft extraordinary) that the two branches of 
•** the houfe of Bourbon being confidered but 
^^ as the fame, their conquefts and their loffcs 
** fliould be in common; fo that the ad- 
*^ vantages- of the one fliould compenfate the 
** loffcs of the other/' 

How might this treaty be explained? Might 
not the French, with equal propriety, at once 
have (kid to the Spaniards — " Do you make 
*^ wai^ becaufc that will be to our intereft, Wc 
** have fufFcred very confiderable lofles in our 
*' war with the Englifli; and, as there is every 
'* probability that you will make fome con- 
** quefts, and that you will take Portugal, you 
^* will reftore that country to its poffeflbrs, in 
•^ order to oblige the Englifti to make reftora- 
*^ tion of the provinces they have wreftcd from 
^* us, and which we ourfelves are unable to 
«* recover?" 

And why attack the king of Portugal, who 
had offended no power, and on whofe kingdom 
neither France nor Spain had any claims? It 
was to ruin the lucrative commerce that Eng- 
land maintained with Portugal, which induced 
France to commit this ad. * She was befidc 
peifuaded the Englifli would reftore the grcatefl; 
-part of their conquefts, that the king of Portu- 
gal might be reinft:ated in his kingdom. But 

is 
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is that a rcafqp for attacking a fovereign who 
gives no legitimate caufe of attack ? How vaii>> 
how infignificant, is the ftudy of the law of na» 
tions 1 In fine the treaty^ fantalUcal as it vf^s^ was 
^gned by the two crowns. 

Of this France immediately made life; and 
de BufTy had orders to demand^ in the name of 
|hc king of Spain, refti^utipn of fome (hips 
whjch the Englifli had takcQ from ihat power; 
^d particularly (hat they (hould forbear to cut 
logwood. This propofition was the apple of 
difcord, which totally divided the Britifli mini- 
ftry. Two men were at that time ftt ;he head 
of government, 4iffi?r?i^t in charafter and op- 
pofite in all things. The one was Pitt, who 
had an elevated mind, capacious and grand ia 
his projeds, firm in their execution^ ai^d inflex- 
ible in lus opinions, becaufe he believed thena 
advantageous to his country, which he loved. 

The other was Bute, ^ho l^ad been the go- 
vcrnpr of the king. Rather ambitious than able, 
he wilhed to rule under the (hadow of fovereign 
authority. With him it was a principle that a 
ftatefman's web of honour ought to be of f 
coarfe texture. He fuppofed that, by procure 
ing peace for his nation, he fhould himfelf be- 
come the nation's idol. He deceived himfeli^ 
t^^d wa^ held in deteftation. 

Thefe 
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Thefe two EngliOimen beheld the propofiU 
pf Spain with very different eyes. Pitt, con- 
vinced (he was defirous of war, and confequently 
that war was inevital?le, wijflied to take her ui>- 
proyided. For the preparations of the Spani-- 
ards were not yet completed; and it was his 
ppinion hoftilities (hould be begun, fince the 
queftion related to fighting, and not to nego* 
tiating^ Bute> fearing an increafe of enemies 
would but render peace more difficult of con- 
xh&QTiy remonftrated that, (hould his advcrfary's 
advice be fpllowpd, the government would be 
burthened by exorbitant f xp?ncesi and new dan- 
gers would be incurred, the cpnclufion of which 
inight pot be fprefeen; adding that he oppofed 
the opinion of Pitt more efpecially becaufe that, 
under prefent circumftances, it was more eafy 
for England to negotiate, at Madrid, than to 
find new funds, for the continyance of the war^, 
^t London. 

The opinion of Bute prevailed, in the counr 
cil, ovpr that of bis antagonift. This Pitt rc- 
femed fo highly that, full of indignation, he 
gave up all his poftsj and his example was 
foon after followed by the dukes of Newcaftlc 
;ind Devonfhire, who likewife went out of office- 
Bute profited by their fpoils, affumed the place 
which beft pleafed himfelfj> and formed a ne^ 
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.adminiftration compofcd of lordsHallifax, Egrc- 
mont, and Grenvilk; who were named the 
triumvirate, but of whom Bute was the foiiL 

Events ibon after proved that Pitt had judged 
of the intentions of Spain like a ftatefman; for ^ 
Bute loft his time in negotiating, yet was oblig- 
ed to have rec^jurfe to arms, and to aflift the king 
of Portugal \^ith Englifh troops. For the ad- 
vantages which the Britifti fleets gained by fea 
the nation was indebted to Pitt, the expeditions 
of which had been planned during his admini- 
ftration. Scarcely was lord Bute in office before 
the coldnefs that began to take place between 
Pruflia and England confiderably increafed, 
Bute rcfufed the fubCdies which the Englifti till 
then had paid the king, by which he flattered 
himfelf this prince would be reduced to the ne- 
ceflity of confenting to thofe propofitions of 
peace which the Britifti miniftry ftiould think 
proper to prefcribe. He imagined that money 
accomplifties every thing, and that there was 
no money out of England. 

But what is this world ! What are the pro- 
jefts of man! — The emprefs of Ruflia died. 
Her death deceived all the politicians of Eu- 
rope, and overthrew an infinite number of plans, 
carefully arranged and laborioufly combined* 
This princefs, whofe health ha,d been infirm for 

fom 
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iome years, was fuddenly carried off, by a fpit* 
ting of blood, on the 8th of January 1762, 
After her death the crown devolved to the grand 
duke her nephew," who reigned under the name 
of Peter IIL The king had cultivated the friend- 
fliip of this prince, at the time that he was only 
duke of Holftein; and, . in confequence of a» 
fenfibility^ uncommon aniong men, and ftilL 
niore among fovereigns, he preferved a grateful, 
heart.. Of this he had given proofs during the 
war. It was he who moft contributed to the 
retreat of marftial' Apraxin, in the year 1757,. 
when, after having beaten marflial Lehwald, 
he retreated into Poland. During all thefe 
troubles he had even abftained from going to 
the council, in which he had a feat, that he 
might not participate in the meafures which the. 
cjmprefs took agamft Pruflia, and which he dif- 
approved. ^ 

The kiog wrote a letter of congratulation on 
his acceffion to the throne, in wbicli, without 
difguife, he teftificd the defire he had to live in. 
harmony with him, and the efte^m in which he 
Ihould ever hold his perfon. Mr. Keith, the 
Englifti ambaflador at the. court of RulEa, de- 
4ayed not to inform the king of the hopes which 
he might well entertain, concerning the kind, 
intentions of this new monarch. Soon after 
2 ' Goudowitz, 
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6oudowitz, the favoiiritc of the emperor, wd^ 
fcnt into Germany, under pretence of compli* 
mentinghis brother-in-law, the prince of Zerbft; 
but his fecret inftruftions were to take Breflau 
in his return, where the king had fixed his 
quarters, tod to aflure him of the fentiments of 
cfteem and friendfliip that were entertained bf 
die emperor. The opportunity wais too £3rtu- 
nate to be miffed. The king explained hinv- 
felf with cordiality to Goudowitz, and eafily 
proved to him there was no real fubjed of wai* 
between the two crowns ; that the prefent trou* 
bles were only the confequences of the arts of 
the court of Vienna, which did but labour foi* 
its proper interefts ; and that nothing was mof d 
cafy than to re-eftablifh harmony by a folid 
peace. He added at the fame time, as if by 
accident, that he promifed himfelf, from the 
equity of the emperor, no condition contrary' 
to the glory of the fovereign would be exaded; 
for to fuch the king never could fubfcribe, %As 
the conjunfture was favourable to (ecure what- 
ever might be obtained from the good difpo-« 
fition of the emperor, the king faid, as if it had 
cfcaped hini, that, far from pteferving the leaft 
refentment of the paft, there was nothing he/* 
more eagerly defired than to form the moft per- 
fed union with the emperor. 

4 This 
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This declaration was accompanied by a letter 
to the emperor, conceived in nearly the fame 
terms; that he might add the more force to 
what (hould be related by Goudowitz, concern- 
ing the fentiments of the king in his favour. 
Scarcely was Goudowitz departed for Pcterf- 
burg before he was followed by Goltz, in qua- 
lity of envoy extraordinary, to compliment the 
emperor on his acceflion to the throne; and ef- 
pecially to prefs the negotiation of peace, and 
haften its conclufion, previous to the openmg of 
the campaign.* 

Still might apprehenfions be entertained* 
For, on what foundation could it be fuppofed 
that the negotiation at Peterlburg would take a 
happy turn ? The courts of Verfailles and Vi- 
enna had guarantied the kingdom of Pruffia to 
the deceafed emprefs : of this the Ruffians were 
in peaceable poffeffion. Would a young mo- 
narch on his afcending the throne relinquifli 
conqueft, guarantied by his allies? Would he 
not be reftrained by that luftre which intereft, 
or the glory of acquifition, (heds over a crown 
newly acquired? For whom? Wherefore? What 
motive ftxould he have to make fuch a renun- 
ciation? 

All thefc queftions, difficult to refolve, 
filled every mind with incertitude, concerning 

the 
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the future. The event was more fortunate 
than might be hoped. So difficult is it to unra- 
vel fecondarycaufes, and to underftand the dif> 
fercnt motives that aftuate the will of man ! Peter 
HI. happened to poffefs an excellent heart, and 
fentiments riiore noble and more elevated than 
are ufually found among fovereigns. Complying 
with every wifti of the king, he even went further 
than might have been expected, and recalled 
Czernichef with his corps from the AiJlrian army 
of his own proper motion. He exafted no 
ceffion whatever from the king, although he 
was fo authorifed to exaft, without rifk. He 
haflened the negotiation for peace, and in return 
only afked the friendftiip and alliance of the 
king. A proceeding fo uncommon, fo gene- 
jous, fo noble, not only ought to be tranfmit- 
ted to pofterity, but to be written in letters of 
gold, in the cabinets of kings. 

The views of the emperor, at that time, 
were particularly Extended to Denmark. He 
felt the wrongs her kings had done his ancef- 
tors; he had befide afts of perfonal injuflice to 
revenge; for, during the life of the emprefs 
Elizabeth, the Danes had feveral times attempt- 
ed to defpoil him of that part of Holftein which 
he ftill polTefled, and which he continually op» 
pofed with fortitude. Hii mind being embit- 
tered 
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tered by fo many offences, he meditated ample 
vengeance j and, whUe he terminated the war 
with PrufEa, it was but that war might re- 
commence, with incrcafing vigour, againft Den- 
mark. 

The king did not bB: with the emperor at 
between fovereign and fovereigh, but with 
that cordiality which friendfliip requires, and,, 
in which the charms of friendfliip confift. The, 
virtues of Peter III. formed an exception to 
political rules, and of thefe virtues he deferved 
a return. The king endeavoured to anticipate 
his defires, in every thing that could give him 
pleafure; and, as he appeared to wifli to fee the 
count von Schwerin, aide de camp to the king, 
Who, having been taken by the Ruffians at the 
battle of Zorndorf, had fortunately merited 
his favour, the count immediately undertook 
this journey ; and did not a little contribute, 
during his abode in Ruffia, to the conclufion of 
the treaties of peace and alliance. 

X-ord Bute, who, in contempt for other 
nations, was ignorant of what pafled in Europe, 
and ftill more of the manner of thinking of the 
new emperor of Riiffia, full of the ideas of ge- 
neral peace, which he was determined fhotdd be 
accompKftied, charged prince Gallitzin, the- 
Rvfii^ii ambaflador at London, to inform his 
S OQurt 

UyhSi^ Ttars War, Ybl. IL 
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court that, whatever ceffions the emperor ftiould 
cxaft, from Pruffia, England would take care 
he (hould obtain, provided he was not too 
much in hafte, and (hould continue to keep the 
king of Pruffia in check, by permitting the 
corps of Czernichef to remain with the Auftrians* 
Offended by fuch propofitions, the emperor 
anfwered as if he himfelf had been a Pruffian 
minifter, and fent«a copy of the difpatches of 
prince Gallitzin to the king, that he might 
know how fully he was betrayed by England, 
Nor was this the fole perfidy of which the 
Englifh minifter was guilty to the king. Not 
fatisfied with attempting to injure the affairs of 
Pruffia at Peterfburg, Bute, at the fame time, 
negotiated at the court of Vienna, and wifhed to. 
make peace with the houfe of Auftria, unknown 
to the king. Liberal of the Pruffian provinces, 
facrificing without fcruple tKe interefts of the 
king, he offered fpoils to the cmprcfs queen^ 
as if fuch had been at his difpofal. 

Chance on this occafion was more ferviceable 
to the king than the moft fubtle art could have 
been. Count Kaunitz mifunderftood thefe over- 
tures, fufpedled that it was the intention of thq 
Englifh to fow difcord between the courts of Vi- 
enua and Verfailles, and replied to lord Bute with . 
all the furiy haughtinefs of an Auftrian minifter* 

He 
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tte difdainfuUy rejeded propofitions which h^ 
believed to be deceitful, adding that the em- 
prefs queen was fufficiently puiflant to enforce 
her own pretcnfions; and that (he would aft 
contrary to her perfonal dignity by accepting 
peace on any tei-ms, (hould England be the 
mediatrix. Thus did the projeft become abor- 
tive, to the Ihame of him by whom it had been 
conceived. Notwithftanding fo many fortunate 
events, and fo many intrigues difcovered, the 
king was not exempt from fear* Letters from 
Peterfturg made him tremble for the perfon of 
the emperor. They ail announced that the 
feeds of confpiracy were ready to burft forth. 
The perfons fufpefted of being parties in the plot 
were the leaft guilty ; its tnie authors worked in 
the dark, and carefully concealed themfelves 
from the public view. Scarcely was the empe- 
ror feated on the throne before he made conti- 
nual innovations on the government. He ap- 
propriated to himfelf the lands of the clergy, 
according to the projeft of Peter I. ; but was far 
from being as firm on the throne, or as much 
refpeded by the nation, as this his predeceffor 
had been. The clergy were the more power- 
ful in that empire becaufe that the people were 
rude, and grovelling in the moft profound igno- 
rance. To attack thefe Archimandrites, thefe 
S 2 popes. 
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pope^ vf^ to create to himfelf irreconcikable 
enemies ; for every prieft is more attached to his 
living than to his opinions. The enpipercNr 
Ihould no doubt have waited a proper time for 
this reform, and even then ought to have 
touched with a delicate hand. Exclufive of 
clerical grievances, he was accufed of keeping 
the guards, Ifmailof and Preobraziniky, under 
too fevere difcipline, and of wUhing to make 
war on Denmark, which was very repugnant to 
the Ruffians ; fince they openly averred il 
was a war in which the nation was not inte« 
refted. Ul-meaning people propagated thefe 
complaints in public, to render the peiibn of the 
emperor odious. Friend(hip, gratitude, and, the 
efteem in which the king held the excellent 
qualities of Peter III. induced the Ibrmer to 
write to him concerning this perilous fituation 
of affairs. The correfpondence was to be ma- 
naged with that extreme delicacy fovereigns re* 
quire, who ufually wifh it Ihould be believed their 
Authority is undoubted ; and, with refpefi: to 
Denmark, it was neceflary the king (hould ex- 
plain himfelf with infinite referve^ That he- 
might difiuade the emperor from immediately 
entering into war with the Danes, the king eat«- 
plained all the reafons which (hould induce him 
90 de^ that eiKerprife to the following 3W^r» 

He 
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Me patticuUrly ihfiftedon the heceflitf that there 
was for the emperor to be crowned at Mofcow, 
before he (hould leave his ilates^ and engage in 
a fbjftign wat; that, by this ceremony, his 
perfon might be rendered more inviolable in 
the eyes of the nation, agreeable to the example 
of his predecc^ors. He next mentioned the 
revolutions that had happened in Ruflia during 
the abfence of Peter I. but he touched lightly 
on diat fubje^; and concluded by conjuring 
the emperor, in the moft afFeftionate manner,, 
not to negled precautions effentially ncceflary 
for his perfonal fafcty ; protefting that the fin- 
cere intereft he took in his prefervation was his 
fole motive for writing/ 

His letftr made little impreffion on the eni* 
peror, who re|ftied— — ** My glory requires I 
*^ (hould obtgin juftice of the Panes, for all 
'* the outrag<*s they have committed againft me, 
♦* and more efpcciajly againft my a^ceftors. It 
*^ never fliall be (aid that the R^uiSans make war 
^^ in ipy bdhsdf^ and that I am not perfbnally at 
V their headf The ceremony of coronation is too 
^ erfpenfi ve ; the money wiU be better employed 
•^ againft the Oan^. Widi r^jpod; to the inte*» 
" reft which you take in my prefervation, let mi> ^ 
^^ ifttfeat you not to have any appr^enfiona« 
•^Thfe foldiers call me their father; and fay 
'^ they would rather be governed by $^ n)an thaq 
$ 3 •* » wo* 
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^' a woman. I walk v^iattended in the ftreeta 
*^ of Peteriburg : had any one wilhcd to do n^c 
^^ an injury, he would long ere this have 
*^ executed his intentions, But I do good to aU 
<* the worldj and I confid? myfc^f folely to the 
^* proteftion of God, under whofe guidance^ 
*f have nothing to fear." 

This anfwer did not prevent the king from 
continuing his endeavours to inform the em- 
peror of the threatening dangers. Qoltz an^ 
Schwerin received orders to fpe^k qn thi^ topic, 
in the familiar converfations they had with the 
jnonarclu It was in vain they repeated that, 
in a country where the manners ^re in a ftatefp 
rude as are thofe of Ruflia, a monarch cannot 
take fuiEcient precautions for his perfonal fafety* 
He replied, at laft, ** You arc my friends ; 
^^ never oientioix the fubjcft more ; it is a hater 
*' ful one.** Silence w^s imppfed, and the poor 
emperor was obliged to ^e abandoned to that 
fecurity which cffefted his deftxudtion, , 

Ety fi fata De&m, fi mens non laeva futffeti 
Impulerat ferro Argolicas foedare latebras : 
Trojaque nunc flaresi Priamique arx alta ^aaecti. 

And had not heaven the fall qf Troy dcfignM, 

Or had not men been fated to be blind, 

£nQtish was &id, anddone^ t'inipire a better mind. 
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Thefe things did not prevent the negotiations 
for peace and alliance from proceeding with all 
difpatch. At the beginning of June, the emperor 
lent count Schwerin to the king, with a treaty 
figned, and an order to count Czernichef, who 
was at Glatz, to march immediately, and join the 
army of the king; and, in conjundlion with 
him, to make war on the Auftrians. The 
Swedes, after this reverfe of fyftem, finding 
themfelves deprived of their greateft fupport, 
were obliged to make peace from the dread of 
the evil which might happen, fliould they longer 
delay. The king received a formal letter from 
the queen, his fitter, didated by the fenate at 
Stockholm, to which he replied according to 
her wilhes, and^exprefifed the pleafure he felt at 
feeing an end to a war between relations fo dear ; 
adding that his friendfhip for the queen, his 
lifter, induced him to forget the irregular and 
ftrange proceedings of the Swedifli nation, and 
to difcard all refentment ; that, though he made 
peace, it was only out of refpeft to her, and on 
condition that all things (hould be reftored ex- 
aftly to the ftate in which they were, before the 
commencement of thefe troubles. The Swedes, 
goaded by fear, haftily terminated the negoti- 
fUiion. The plenipotentiaries of the two courts 
sUTembled at Hamburg, and the preliminaries 
were figncd before the end of June, 

S4 ^1?h« 
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The emperor of Ru0ia warmly purfued Ms 
projed againft Denmark; however, that he 
might preferve all the formalities of juftice, 
in this rupture, and that it might appear that 
the obftinacy of the Danes had obliged him to 
break with them, he propofed to affemble a 
congrefs at Berlin, where the minifters of the 
two powers might endeavour to accommodate 
their difputes, under the mediation of Pruffia. 
The plenipotentiary of the emperor, Saldcm, was 
ordered to demand reftitution of all Holftcia 
from Denmark, as it had anciently appertained 
to the progenitors of his Imperial majefty. 
Peter III. was perfuaded the Danes never would 
confent to conditions fo difgracefi^l ; and this 
was the pretence he wifhed for that he might de- 
clare wan An army of fijcty thoufand Ruffians, 
which was to be joined by fix thoufand Pruffians, 
was deftined for this expedition. The king of 
Denmark, who faw the ftorm ready to defcend, 
had given the command of his forces to an 
officer of reputation M. dc St. Germain, who 
had lately quitted the fervice of France, on fpmo 
caufe of difcontent given him by the marflbal 
de Broglio. St. Germain found himfelf at the 
head of an undifciplined army, in want of general 
officers capable^ of commanding, engineers,, 
gunners, magazines, in a word, in want of every 

thing. 
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thing, AU thefc wants he himfclf fupplied* 
As the military chcft w^s ill provided, he ob* 
liged the city of Hamburg to pay a ranfom, 
which fupplied the fums of which he had need* 
The Danifti miniftry excufed this ftrange pro- 
cedure by the law of necefEty. St. G^rmajn 
afterward approached Lubeck, on which he ia- 
tended to feize, whenever war fliould be de- 
clared ; and, that he might remove the feat of 
war from the frontiers of his fovereign, he ad- 
vanced into Mecklenbourg, with a part ci his 
troops, and encamped between marflies and 
ponds, in w advantageous poft, wh<?r^ probably 
he might, fpr a time, have difputed the entrance 
of the Ru0ian8 into HoUlein. Here we (haU 
leave him> in the midil of thefe preparations of 
Vrhich it would be fuperfiuous to make any fur*, 
th^r mention, becaufe that the war which Den* 
il\ark haid fo much caufe to dread never took 
place. A new revolution foon changed the af- 
ped of affairs at Peterlburg. 

Of all the European powers, the court of 
Vienna was thrown into the greateft confternation, 
by the events which had lately happened in Ruf- 
fia. The emprefs queeo had never had more ek- 
vated hopes than at the clofe of the laft cam^ ^ 

paign . Every thing prefaged the fubjugation of 
Pruffia» the conqueft of Silefia, and the accom^ 

pliflmient 
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plilhment of all her projeds. Softrong was 
her perfuafion, and her fecurity fo entire, that, 
imagining (he might conclude the war with a 
part of her troops, (he was guilty of ill-timed 
oeconomy, by commanding twenty thoufand 
men to be difbanded. The emprefs of Ruffia 
died : the corps under Czernichef foon after 
quitted the army of Laudon, to retire into 
Poland. The court of Vienna would then, 
but too late, have again aflcmbled the twenty 
dioufiuid men that h^ been difbanded, but who 
were difperfed, and whom there was not time to 
replace. To this fucceeded the news of peace 
concluded between Ruffia and Pruffia ; prefently 
that of a treaty of alliance figned between the 
two crowns ; next the junftion of the Ruffians, 
under Czernichef, with the army of the king ; 
and, to crown this reverie of fortune, an epide- 
mic malady made great ravages in the army of 
Laudon. It was a kind of leprofy, the progrefs 
of which was fo rapid that it thifined his camp, 
and peopled his hofpitals. 

On making an abftradt of thefe events, we 
fliall find twenty thoufand men difmiffigd by the 
Auftrians ; twenty thoufand Ruflians fubtrafted j 
and the fame twenty thoufand Ruffians added to 
the army of the king. The difference of the 
refult will be fixty thoufand m^n in favpur of 

PnilTia. 
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Pruflia. Had the king fucqeffivi^ly gained thrive 
grand battle?, they would not have procured him 
fuperipr ^dv^tages. 

The death of the einprefs of Ruffia, and the 
n«w combination? of politics which this prOf 
duced in Europe, made a very different iai'- 
preffion upon the Porte. Revolutions fo prompt, 
and hatred fo bitter between ftates, which 
fuddenly changed into the dofeft connexions 
between their fovereigns, appeared inconceivable 
to oriental politics, and filled the Turks with 
aftonifl^ment and diftruft. It muft be confelled 
they had fome reafon for their furprife. After 
having been importuned by the preffing folici- 
tations of the PniflSan ambaffador to break with 
Ruffia, this ambaffador fuddenly changes his 
language, tenders the good offices of the king 
Jiis mafler to appeafe certain difputes, relative 
tp the limits of the empires, with the court of 
Peterfburg, and perfifted only in inciting them 
to break the truce which they flill kept with 
the emprefs queen. This gave occafion to the 
Turks thus to reafon. Pruffia certainly is the 
nxoft inconflant and fickle nation on earth : yef-- 
|erday they wifhed to embroil us with Rufiia; to- 
day they endeavour to efFeft an accommodation; 
(Uid, though they now incite us to declare war 
fkgau^il; the queen of Hungary, who can fay that 

ui 
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in fix months time they (hall not be in ^lliauico 
with her^ as they are at prefent with the Ruffians? 
Let us beware how we enter too haftily into the 
meafures they propofe, left our compliance ihoul4 
render us the fport of their inconftancy^ and the 
fcom of the European nations. 

Their refle^ons did not end here ; and as 
tHcy had conceived fome umbrage at the al-^ 
liance which the king had concluded with 
Ruffia, tQ difpel th^fe ft^picions his majeftyj by 
his interpqfition, efTeded a termination of the 
dtCerences which fubfiftcd, between the khan 
of the Tartars wd the Ruffians;^ relative to the 
foit of St Ann. He further prevailed on the 
emperor Peter IIL to declare^ by his ambaflador 
at Conftantinople^ that he would in no manner 
interfere in any difputes which the Porte might 
have with the houfe of Auftria ; and that, fhould 
the Turks declare war againft the emprefs queen, 
the latter fl^ould receive no fijccotir on his part. 
This formal declaration produced a great effeft 
en the Turksj, and on the grand Seignior hrmfdf j 
who, accordir>g to all appearances, wotdd have 
afted dectfiveiy, had not new revolutions, which 
we fibatt relate io tjieir proper order, renewed 
thtir uncertainty, and awakened their diffidence, 

The fiinunary of the events we have related 
jfciil prpfcnt to our ykw Pi-uflSa. on the brink of 

l^uin* 
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rmny at the end of the lafLcampaiga; paft reeo- 
vety, in the jiidgtaent of aU peliticiaas, yet 0t» 
woman only dies^ and the nadcxir revives ; nay is^ 
foftained by that power which had been the moll 
eager to feek her deftruAkm. Thi» Mrs^ Ma«» 
(ham^ by her intngues agamft the dutchefe <si 
Marlbopou^^ fiived Fr^ice m the war of the ibe* 
ceffioiu What dependancis may be ^aced (M 
human affiursy if the verieft trifles cattinfluencej^ 
can change^ the &xc of empires? Such are tbe^ 
fports of fortune^ who, laughing at die vain 
prudence of mortals, of (bme exckesthe hopes^ 
and of others pulls down the high-caifed ex* 
pcdatiqns* 



CHAP. XVL 

THE preceding campaign, as we have 
(hewn, had been generally dtftlruftive to 
the* Prufflan arms* Prince Henry had:^ loft* the 
mountains of Saxony; the prince of Wurtem- 
bcrg the town of Colberg ; and the king that 
of Schwcidtiitz. The pofition of the Pruflian 
•roops in Silefia was precarious. A bad in- 
trench* 
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trenchment^ at the fuburb of Breflau^ whicll 
might contain twelve battalions, conllituted 
their principal defence^ They had two pofts 
of information, to guard them againft furprife 
from the enemy i the one u Canth, under the 
command of Dallwich; the other at Rothen<> 
firben^ under that of Prittwitz.. Wifcd occupied 
the environs of Grotlcau^ whence he had de* 
tached Moring to Strcfhlen. Morihg recon^* 
/ noitred toward Frankenftein, Prittwitz toward 
Reichenbach, and Dallwich toward ^c hill of 
2U!>bten, and of the Pitfchenberg. Gl^gau was 
covered by fix battalions, under Zeune^; and 
Thadden occupied Guben (Febraary 5th) and 
with the cavalry of Schmettau formed a line as 
far as Lubben, by which he guarded the com* 
munication of Berlin, whence the army drew 
its provifions. 

The Auftriah line began at Jaegerndorf, 
whence it extended to Neuftadt, Weidenau, 
Johannefberg, Wartha, Silbcrberg, Bockendorf, 
the hill of Zobten, Striegau, and Hohenfricd-^ * 
berg. The main body of their infantry was 
cantoned among the mountains, and the quar* 
ters of the Ruffians were in the county of Glatz,. 
Some incurfions happened during winter, but - 
not 'of any confequence. Colonel Altone (the 
x6th) who paffed the winter at Reichenbach, 
3 attempted 
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attempted to furprife the quarters of Prittwitz, 
at Rothenfirben. Of this the latter gained inti- 
mation, pla^ced himfclf in ambufh on the road 
by which the Aiiflxian Was to pafs, beat him, 
a^nd took a hundred men. 

The revolution of Ruflia, and the favourable 
difpoCitions of Peter III. occafioned the fepara^- 
tion of Czernichef and the Imperial army. 
(March the 21ft) This general quitted the 
county of Glatz, paffed the Oder, at Auras^. 
and returned into Poland. The fame revolu* 
tion gave place to the negotiations for peace 
with Sweden; and, as the fortunate iffue of this 
was forefeen, the king was enabled to recal all - 
the troops he had employed againft that power- 
Belling, with twenty fquadrons, and Billerbecfc, 
with fix battalions, were deftined to reinforce 
the army of Saxony.. The princes of Beyern 
and Wurtemberg,. and general Werner, re- 
ceived orders to join the army of Silefia, as foon 
as circumftances would permit them ^ to quit 
Pomerania. 

The king propofed to' opein the campaign by 
a diverfion into Hungary; according to which 
projcft Werner was to join the Tartars, toward 
Buda, and fupport the incurfions they ihould 
make in thefe countries^ and into Auftria itfelf. 
Thus would the operations of the king in Silefia 

be 



.i)i ^OSTHUlfOVS WORKf. 

be faeilicated> where he had to ttcoter Schwetd* 
nicz; and^ die fiege Ofvtr, he ftiight reinforce 
the army of prince Henry, that every eflbrt 
ought be made to retake Drelclen. 

Thefe intentions were afterward changed, be« 
caufe of the treaty of alliance that was concluded 
with Ruffia. From the 15th of March it wa^ 
meant to aflemble the various corps that were 
to compofe the army. To this ejScft Schen- 
kendorf quitted Saxony (ApriH and relieved 
Schmetcao and Thadden at Gnben. He was' 
followed by the corps 6f Platen, wWch at that 
dme wasr under the commsHkl of Krockow. All 
thefe detachments arrived fucceffively at Breflau^ 
that is to &y Schmett^iu, l^hadden, and Zeunert^ 
on the 15th of April; Krockow^ \i^th twenty- 
five bactaiioK and thirty^five fquadrohs, on the 
6th of M^y; acid Loftbw, who Had^ covered 
Upper Siiefia aigainit th^ Coflack^, with l&i 
hu&rs and troops of Boftiia, relieved- i^lwich 
at Canth: the prince of Wiirtembcrg joinerf 
the army, on the 12th of May^ with -five bat* 
taUcina and fir fquadixaiB* 

li' will no: doubt appeir l^rprifing ifeit thti 
Auftri«inlhoa}d,.with (o ti^uc^ phlegm, ftiffer' 
the junftion of ail die& Pruffi^ corpus, without 
the> Icaft; let or hindraitee. Bta! Aeir conffer- 
nafitori and diftoara^Mf^iit wa» e^efflve*; sH 
I well 
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•well becaufe of the departure of th^ kv^ns^ 
on whom they had greatly depended, as of the 
reduftion of the army, made by the court of 
Vienna, fo very mal a-propos, during the winter. 
. The ieprofy we have mentioned likewifc dif- 
abled half their regiments. The officers gave 
every thing over as loft. The command of the 
army d[ Silefia had befide been Conferred on 
marihal Daun; and Laudon» finding himfelf 
on the point of refig«ing his ftafF, fhiwed no 
eagernefs in labouring for his fucceffor, nor in 
riiking his fame for a man whom, in his heart, 
he detefted. Thefe different reafons attentively 
coniidered, it will be found le(s (urpriiing that 
the king was fuffered to reunite his forces with 
fo little oppofition on the part of the enemy. 

While the army affembled in the vicinity of 
Breflau, the ohperor of- Ruffia fent to inform 
the king that he had given orders to C^ernichef 
to quit Thorn, and to march into Sikfia to join 
the Pruffian forces. This happy incident, which 
had fo great an influence 'on the plan of the 
campaign, occafioned it in part to be changed* 
It was detefmmed that a large body fhould 
aflfemble at Cofel, either* to join the Tartars in 
Hungaiy, (hould they come thither, or to dif- 
turb the frontiers of Moravia, to which Daun 

T^ might 

»/. W. n#ri /TtfT, V9l. 11. 
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migbt be oHigod to fend l^rgc dcuchmen(i« 
This wa9 an effentinl point to obc^a cbe pro-^ 
pofed end; for^ with ctgbty tbouf^nd men, tifc 
taarfiial might fo f softly gamifli tbe hiU»^ and 
the poft of Kunzendarf, that it would have been 
impoffibk either to attack or turn him* Seventy 
thoufaml men were afhially vunkr his comnuu>dy 
diftribuled to that effbft} tes ihoufand were in 
garrifba at Schweidtttz, and cigltt thouiand 
deftiocd to gami(k the pafles of Silberberg an^ 
Wartha« It was therefiDce reifuifite to deprive 
him of fifteen tboufand more, for the gripater 
certiinde, and to be able to lum all the pofta he 
might affinne in die mountaias; confequently 
to be able to make a fertuaate and gh)noq» 
campaign. 

The arniy of tbe king amcfosted to fizty-fis 
thQn&nd. Czcrnichef brought kirn twenty 
diotifond Rafiom ; and thin he migltt detac^ 
the latter number into Upper S^kii^ apd fUU 
femab Aiperior to the Xmpemliils, $very 
manoBinnre^ idiich the kkg fliould ^oje^ few 
this campaigiit oraft tend te turn tke fficfniy in 
his poils; dnd hU utmoft attentWA V9ii^ be tQ 
eifeft this wkfaaat hk knowledge* $9(1^ con*' 
dud being f^ffimtiaily noee^5ury> (he 4ftH^miMm^ 
of cavaky were Ibengthened th« ^ fnigjn b^ 
fupcrior to tho(e oS the Auftdans; aad, by frc* 

^uent)| 
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t^uently beating them, might intimidlate and 
prevent them from adtenturing on reconnoitring 
parties^ or paifing beyond their grand guardi^ 

It wai on the i ith of May that marlhal Dauti 
arrived in Silefia. Scarcely had he taken the 
command of the arttiy before he caufed it to 
encamp. He fupported his right on the hill of 
Zobten; his line inclined toward Domanz; 
and he. pofbd Eilerichhaufen at the Pirfchen- 
berg) to which his left extended^ The idng, 
not thinking proper to encamp with his army 
in the prefence of the enemy, narrowed the 
cantonments of his troops, on the banks of the 
Lohe^ and eftabliflied his head quarters at Bet* 
tlem« Twelve battalions and twenty fquadrons 
occupied the intrenchments of Breflau. Reitz- 
enftein ^wu detached with fifteen hundred hcnfc 
to Neumarcky to» cover the roadof Glogau, and 
to obferve the vicinage of Striej^u ^md Jauer. 
The corps at Canth, under Loflbw, was fo 
ftrtng^h^ned ^t, befide a thoufand of the Cour* 
bi^re volunteers, it amounted to five thoufand 
four hundred horfe. That under Lentulus and 
Prktwitz^ whidh encamped on the Ohlau, nojt 
far from Borau, amounted to four thoufand five 
hundred hoite, and a thoufand volunteers. 

This pofition of the Pruifian army may ap* 

pear hazafdous to thofe who (hall only examine 

Ta it 
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it fupcrfkially ; but fo it was not in cfFcft. Kor 
;thefe heavy detachments of cavalry, advan% 
cing toward the enemy, formed a kind of cir- 
ciunvallation round the Imperial army; the 
pofts of the Pruffians were fo near to this army 
that none of their motions c^uld tfcape the 
knowledge of the king. Marlhal Daun had 
befide two marches to make before he could 
arrive at the Lohe; and the king only required 
fix hours to aflemble his army. What indeed 
might the project be that the Auftrians could 
form? What attack might they meditate? There 
was no poiition uken. The king was at liberty 
to form his army on this or on that fide the 
Lohe; and he might fall unexpededly on the 
catpp of the enemy, at the moment he,(hould 
,be Icaft expeded. To this, we may add, the 
Auftrians feared the plain. •They knew that, 
(hould they venture to defcend, the return to 
the hills might become difficult, fq that, in 
eifed, the Pruflian army was at eafe, and in 
fafety. 

(Xhc 20th) During thefe cantonments it was 
;that Schwerin returned from Peterfljurg, with 
jthe treaties of peace and alliance concluded 
withRuffia. Peace was foiemnly proclaimed, 
,and' there was no myftery made of the alliance 
jcg the Auftriansv Th^ kix^ Jjowevcr retarded 

tha 
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the operations of the grand army, till the arrival"' 
of Czcrnichef J but that did not prevent him 
filing his troops off toward Upper Silefia. 
Werner already was at Cofel, with above tea 
thoufand men. He was informed of the plan 
laid to draw the Imperial force? into Upper 
Silefia, and to infpire the enemy with inquie- 
tude. . He approached Ratibor, whence he 
ordered Hordt to advance to Tefchen, with 
twelve hundred men. The latter took a de- 
tachment of a captain and fixty men, and dif- 
perfed his huflars as far is the paffage of the 
Jablunka, 

No fooncr was Daun informed of this incur- 
(ion than, that he might oppofe the enterprifes 
of the Pruffians, he ordered Beck to march, 
who advanced as far as Ratibor. This was ex- 
aftly correfpondent to the wiflies of the king.' 
Werner immediately withdrew his troops be- 
yond the Oder, (June the 6th) and returned 
to Cofel. About this time the prince of Severn^ 
arrived at Breflau, and brought with him four 
battalions and a thoufand provincial huffars. 
The huffars of Moririg and ten fquadrons of 
dragoons (the 21ft) were added to his infantry, 
and with thefe he departed for Cofel, where he 
affembled his fmall corps. 

The detachments fent into Upper Silefia did 
T3 not 
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not prcV€At tbe cavahy of the king from bC'^ 
gpotng CO gain an afcendency over that of the 
enemy. Fritcwita (the i ith) furprifed an Au^ 
ftiian detachment^ near Fanthenau, at the Jo« 
hanne(berg» and took a hundred men« Rett2« 
enftein (the i4th) who vas at Neiimarck, 
beat general Gurcy, who attempted to furprift 
lum, and took three ofl|c»s and feyenty dra- 
goons. Soon after the thoufand provincial 
huflars, brought by the prince of Beveixii tha( 
were pofted before Neifs at Heyderfiloff, were 
attacked by Draikowit?; who» being at Patfch* 
kaUy and there receiving informanon. of their 
arrival^ attempted a furprife* The execution 
did not correfpond with his hoge^; his deuchn 
I ment was iU treated^ and he was himJfelf taken 
prifoner, with a hundred and feventy of his 
men> as weU dragoons as huflSurs. Thefe acci* 
dents following each other began to render tho 
Imperial cavalry circiiimfpefi:^ and it ibon be^ 
came timid* 

The van^guard of Csemichef confiAed of 
two thoul^ad Coilacks, and it joined the army 
of the king fome days fooner than the Rii^SanSji 
The king divided thefe two pulks between ge« 
nerals Loflbw and Keitzenfteio. The latter 
advanced from Neumarck to the foot of the 
Piffchenberg,^ where the axmy of marfhal Damn 

was 
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vfK in a manner blockaded. He dixrft not fend 
faift cavalry in advance^ and his rear was left 
open becaufe there was no wifii to difcover the 
defi^ that were foniung. However^ after the 
arrival of the Co^Skcks, fcaj^eeljr a day palled 
that fome ^nd guard was not ci^ed, from the 
OKimyy in the face of the whole camp* At 
length he fent no morr men on thefcout ; none 
were fuflkiencly bra^e tdr raconn^tre before the 
chain of horfe patroies; axul the cavalry , remain* 
inigl ^ the pt^wt^ no moie ventured to (hew k* 
felf in the plam* 

We (hall^ for a moment, here leave the affaurs 
pf SUefia, to rdate whajt palTed in Saxony^ be« 
caufe that prince Henry thrs^ year was the firfl 
who opened the campa^* We Ihall paTs 
thence into W^^pbalis;^ and to the Lowqr 
HlVMr to render an account of the operations 
of priA^e Ferdinand of Brunfwick; after which 
We niay with^uc interrui^tion pvirfue the narrative 
pfwha( happened in StleSat 

The command of the Imperial aitny, in 
Saxony, had (his year been eonfarred on Serbel^ 
loni. He not only occupied die bottom of 
fhvct\p th? Windber^, and Pippoldifwaida, 
but he further e:(dench^ over ail the hiUs» which 
go from Freyhetg^ by Chepmitz^ to Waldheioi* 
Having carefully entrenched aU the pai&ges of 
T 4 the 
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the Muldc in his front, he confided in thefe pre- 
cautions, and perfuaded himfelf there was no 
poffibility of diflodging him from a pofition fo 
ftrong, and fo well defended. Thefe difficiilxies 
did npt impede prince Henry, wh6 refolved to 
penetrate his line at the centre ; as well to gain 
ground as to infpire him with fears for Bohemia; 
for Drefdcn might only be recovered by draw- 
mg the main army of the Aviftni^hs into Bohe** 
mia. 

The prince iufpended the execution of his 
plani till the arrival of brigadier Billerbeck, 
who was coming to join him from Pomerani^, 
That he might the better deprive the enemy of 
all fufpicion of his meditated deiigns, the prince 
made various motions with his troops, and fome 
dcmonftrations toward the dutchy of Altenburg, 
and on the fide of Penig, to perfuade the enemy 
he projeded fome enterprife in th^t part of 
Saxony. Billerbeck, in the me^n time> joined 
the younger Stutterheixn at Lommatfch, This . 
was the fignal on which'all the troops put them** 
felves in motion, to make the pafl&ge of the' 
Mulde. On the uth in the evening they 
affembled, cac-h corps marching to the . place 
affigned, The force of the whole body, deftined 
for this expedition, confiftcd in twenty-one bat-i ^ 
X9\\om wd thirty -fiv? f<^iia4ron§. They were 

divid?4 
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divided into four tlctachmcnts. That of Scid- 
litz aflembled behind Mockerwitz; that of 
Canitz behind the village of Zernitz ; and the 
elder Stutterheim, who had encamped at the 
Petcrlberg, advanced to Zocherwitz; while the 
hujQars and light troops of Kleift were formed 
between Zwcnig and Hafflau, 

(May) Thefe four columns, by a covert 
inarch, approached the banks of the Muldc by ' 
night, 'and lay in ambulh behind a ravin, which 
concealed their approach and their purpofes froin * 
the enemy. His royal highnefs had felefted 
places for ereding batteries, the cannon tiad 
been brought, and had been mafked by bulhes^ ' 
arid on the firft iignal it was ready to play upon/ 
the Imperial redoubts. The detachment of the ' 
enemy which the prince propofed to attack was • 
commanded by Zettwitz, an Auibian general^ • 
who might receive fuecour from the troops that * 
cantonedatFreyberg, Chemnitz, aridWaldheim. * 
His corps was four thoufand ftrong. He had 
garnifhed the redoubts of the defiles and the ' 
mounuins with infimtry and artillery, \mder the . 
protedign of which he had difperfed his Croats 
and pandours, in fi^veral detachments, befide 
the Mulde. Thefe troops regularly paffed the 
night underarms. It had been obferved that 
tibey returnedi^to thw tents every morning at 
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<bqr«fareak> abcnit £am o'clock ; in coakqMaem 
of wbich the prmce had decotntmsd Htm the 
attack ihoukl not commence befenre icven* Tbft 
Pniffian Chaffeurs^ chat were polled at Zefchnit^ji 
wlicther it were the effefk of chance or imps* 
tiencc;^ began to ikirmifb before the apf>ointed 
time ; and, though it then was but Bx in the 
mofning^ hishighncfs decerminfid iitimediafely 
ca begin the attack. Four columns, in confer 
qvence, pafiEcd the Mulde> at the figital givcn,^ 
nnda* the procefUon of forty pieces of artillery ^ 
Scidlitz, who led the cavalry ovdr tb^ Surd o( 
Tecknicz, met with Croats in hit road^ at thfl 
viUagp of Maft^rauy who efcap^ into a nd^^ 
bouriRg redoubt. Kleift, v4o pafled th^ NkJAp 
lower down, at the £ime time tdok the enetnjr 
in rear; while the cohimns of infaiitry gained 
the height. Tfaefe intricate motioils ajtmalfaed 
the Imperialifby and they ad>andooed their ferts.^ 
Kleift, mean time, widt his bufiarSy ftM on the 
cttiraffiers of de Ville, and^ put tl^m to flighty 
Having^ purfucd them^ thi» pui^it brought! hsm 
beyond the infantry of die enemy, thx was on 
the full retreat. He attacked in froqt, while 
the Pruffian infentry was at! the hcejs d the 
Auflriafts; fo that, being thrown into c<mfufion, 
no part of his corps efcaped, except thofe who 
had early had the prudence to fly to Waldheim. 
4 ZettwitZj 
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Zcttwitz> tndtvo tfaoit&xid tftcn of bis detach^ 
ment^ fell into the hands of the viftor* 

Hb royal faighiiefs, on tbe iame day» marked 
Otie the camp for his troops^ at die riUa^ of 
KeffeHdorf; and ordered HuUen and Forcade 
to advancCt who took the pofition of Scldettaa 
and the Katzenhaeufen On the I3th5 die ami|r 
of the prince niarched for Oedem. On their 
march they perceived, at fome diftance, Impe*- 
rialtfts who came from Waldltetm, that had been 
joined fay the fugitives, of the preceding day. 
Kleift charged their iear«guard, which vaa pd 
t^ the rout> and aJScerward. feU on the re^nmnt 
of Lit8aoi» and took five hundred men. . 

. Maqtttre> who commanded at Freyberg, faear^ 
ing of what had happened at Rofiwein^ would, 
not cacpde himfelf to a fimilar misfortune; btat 
evacuated the Zinnewabi> Moflen>. and Frey^ 
herg» and reitred eo JDippoldifwalda. Hish^h- 
iie& imniediateliy txxAi the camp of Freyi»srg 
(the £4th) and font his van^gmrd forward to 
JBobrich ; whik SeidHts cleared all the bonks; 
of the Wilde-Weiftritz. On the i6th the 
prince took the camp of Pretfchendorf, whence 
he font a detachment to Reidtsftaedt^ and efta* 
UiOied poOs foom Sabifchdorf to Fcauenftein, 
to guard aU diepafies through which tbe enemy 
might form ^y attack upon his troops. HuU 

fen 
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fen«andForcadc advanced* at A6 fame ttmc, 
with the pcince^ and took pdd between Hartc 
and ConftapeL They garni(hed the villages of 
Btaunfdorf, Harte, and Weifdixip with light 
troopsy in bnder to afcertain the^comokinication .' 
of the campof Landfberg with that rf Pretfchen- * 

WhilevthcPniffians thus were purfmng their ^ 
advantages againfl the Imperialifts, the army of . 
the circles, un<ter the command of the prince 
of Stolberg, advanced toward Tfchopa. His 
higbnefs, who might not fuffer an enemy fo 
dofe on his rear, faw himfelf obliged to fetid 
(bme detachments on that fide, and oppofed 
Bandemer to tfaefe troops, with a thoufand horfe^ 
fupported by four battalions. Bandemer occq* 
pied the banks^ of the Flohe, and fent Roder' 
on difcovery. This officer was affaulted by the 
whole cavalry of the army of the empire^ from 
which he would have efcaped without anyxon- ' 
lidenable lofs, ha4 not B^demer very impru* 
dciitly thought proper to pafs the defile of the 
Flohe, to come' to his aid. This troop, by' 
topping the paffage, increafed the embarralT- ' 
mcnt of Roder, who had made difpbfitions to 
retire. The Pruffians had to combat four times 
ri^rnumber;.and numbers, for qnce, triumphed ? 
. .. i .. ..: : ... over: 
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over valour. They loft four cannoil, and abom 
five hundred fneni on their retreat. 

This accident obliged prince Henry to change 
liis meafures^ and to fend Canitz from Free* 
ichendorf^ with frefli troops, -who pofted him- 
fclf at Oedem, where he was not more than two 
niiles from the ci^my, encamped at Chemaits* 
The army of his highnefs occupied a grand front; 
and, thict he might obviate the inconveniences 
xefulting from the frequent detachments he was 
obliged to make, he laboured to fortify all the 
places of which he was in pofTeflion. Sach as 
were fufficiently low were overflowed; abatis 
were thrown up in the forefts ; and the grotmd 
where there was neither marlh, .rivulet, nor 
wood, but which was capable of defence, was 
entrenched* 

, (June ift) Serbelioni, weary of the inaftivity 
ahd languor in which he had hitherto remained^ 
refolved to execute a projcft that (hould crown 
him with gk>ry. He began by caufing Stam- 
pach to joui him with a corps of feven thoufand 
mei^, who till then had held the pafs of Zittau^ 
With this reinforcement he departed from Dip- 
poldifwalda, to furprife the light troops of prince 
Henry, encamped at Reichsftaedt. But, on his 
i^proach; Kleift and EglofHein fcSH back to- 
ward the camp of Pretfchendorf^ The battalion 
. ^ of 



ofHordc^ oevirly nufed> kft &me men, 4urii^ 
its retreat. This grand expedkioD tenniiiate4 
|>y a caofiooade^ which continued all the day ; 
aiid> on the motrowy his bighnefs fent Kicift 
Md Egloflleia again to occupy die fame polL 
However, as the detachment was neither ne« 
coSary nor dSbndal at Reichsftaedt^ it was with^ 
drawn fomc days afterward. 

BeUing> who had hitherto been detained in 
Mecklenbourgy till the peace had been fign^ 
cd with Sweden, could not join the army i&- 
Saxony before the i8th of June. Reinforced 
by him^ prince Henry was capable of actempt^ 
ing fomething againft the army of the circles. 
It was neceflary, and even indifpeniable, £x 
the army of Saxony to dHcncumber itfelf of aa 
enemy lying at its back, and the nei^dxmrfaood 
0f which might, in certain cridcal coc^unftutes, 
become fatal Sddlit2 was charged widi the 
condu& of this enterprife, and inclined toward 
Penig. The prince of Stolber^ who had 
twenty*one battalbns and thirty*one fquadrmis 
in his army, fell back lor Annaburg. His rc« 
treat from Chemmtz gave Camtz libexty to join 
Seidlitz at Zwickau.^ The troops q( the circlea 
tquiued Saxony, and loft many men as diey r& 
treated to Bareoth. In the interim, Kleift wm 
adive on the fide of Marienberg, whence be 

diikx^ed 
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^flodged coloptl Torrcck^ whom he drove 
iaiQ Bobcm^ md afterward rejdned die annir^ 
While the prince of Stolberg took refuge ia 
Xtic heart of the empire^ SerbeUoni meditated 4 
ftiU more important preyed than was the pce-- 
ceding. He propofed to beat general HuUea 
hy gliding along the Elbe and turning his pofi* 
tioix. (The zjth) The better to conceal his de^ 
rig^> he one morning gave the alarm to all the 
iidvanced pofts of the camp of Pretfchendorf* 
A colqmn of feven thoufand men prefcnted it- 
felf on the right of the village df Hcnnerfdor^ 
making a pretence to attempt the paflage of the 
Steinbrwkeamuhlc. Another column formed in 
hc^ of Fri^uenHein* During thefe feims^ Ried, 
who commanded a detachment of twelve battar 
Uom at Benerichy having been reinforced thp 
flight before by fixteen battalions and twenty* 
fi^ve companies of grenaxiiersy formed^ in the 
marni[\g9 vx three corps* on the heights of Be- 
ncrich. The firft c<?iumn was led to the village 
#f Grumbivch, whence it diflodged a free bat- 
ulion, that threw itfelf ixtfo the redoubt pf 
Ffariiusilz } but the ardour of the Aulbrians was 
ttmpcred by the fire of the batterie? of the 
JUx4n>erg. The iiecpnd column of the enemy 
4div»n«ed toward Cubach ; and the thirds which 
wax thjit. of diie |i^t» diilodgpd a Fruifian bat^ 

talioa 
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talion fiom the village olF Weifdrup. This laft 
column was ftoppcd'by the fire of the redoubt 
of Conflapel, that was defended by the battalion 
of Carlowitz. After a vigorous refiftancc on the 
part of the Pitiffians, the enemy was induced to 
retire; and the fuccour fent by his highncfs Scoai 
Pretfchendorf tothc Landsberg did not arrive 
till the aftion was over. The foe contented 
himfelf with fome feeble and ill fuftained attacks 
on this occaiion: he inefficacioufly facrificed 
troops that he might have employed to better 
purpofe^ had he known how to lead them on 
with more audacity. 

While fortune in Saxony was weighing the 
deftiny of the Pruffians and Imperialifts, (he 
declared decifively, in the empire, in favour of 
the allies and prince Ferdinand. The French 
this year had confined themfelves to the main* 
taining of only one army in Germany, with a 
referve to cover the Lower Rhine. This referve, 
under the command of the prince dc Conde, 
cpnfifted of forty-fix battalions and thirty-eight 
fquadrons ; and the army, at the head of which 
were the prince de Soubife, and marihal 
d*Eflxees, included a hundred and eleven batta- 
lions, and a hundred and twenty- one fquadrons* 
Thcfe marfhals propofed with their forces to 
penetrate into the eleftorate of Hanover, while 

prince 
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prince Ferdinand had conceived very different 
projefts. It was his intention to drive. the French 
out of Heffc. After the example of th? French, 
he divided his army ; and detached twenty bat- 
talions and twenty-one fquadrons, under the he- 
reditary prince (June) to oppofe the prince of 
Cond6 ; referving to himfelf fixty-two battali- 
ons and fixty-one fquadrons, and five thoufand 
light armed troops, for the execution of his 
plan. 

The prince of Conde opened the campaign 
on the Lower Rhine, which he paflcd on the 
loth of June, affembled his forces at Bockum, 
and made a feint of inclining toward Dortmund. 
All the motions of the French and allies, in this 
part of Germany, were relative to the paffage of 
the Lippe, which the two parties reciprocally 
difputed. During thefe preludes, prince Fer- 
dinand affembled his army on the height of 
Brackcl, whence he inclined toward the Dime! 
(the 1 8th) and took the caftle of Sabbaburg. 
He at the fame time occupied the woods of 
Geifmar and Liebenau, that he might be mafter 
of the paffes of th^ Dimel. 

The French army, that had affembled at Caffel, 

marched, on the 22d, for Grebenftein; whence 

the count de Luface was detached toward Got- 

tingen. Luckner was Immediately fent by 

U prince 

Jlifi.Sev. Tears fTar, Vol IL 
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prince Ferdinand on the Leine^ to obferve the 
motions of the Saxons. The prince on this re- 
folved to atuck the French^ that he might, from 
the commencement of the campaign, reduce 
them to a<a on the dcfenfive. To this cffcft 
Luckner was obliged to return from Sabbaburg, 
with a part of his corps, he being to attack the 
enemy. Lord Granby had orders to fall on the 
left, and prince Ferdinand propoled to prefent 
himfelfj with the main army, in the front of 
the marihals. The allies pafled the Dimel, on 
the 24th, to form thefe different attacks. The 
French underftood this manoeuvre as a general 
forage, and gave no figns of difquietude. The 
corps of de Caftries, which protefted the righ< 
of the prince de Soubife, was immediately over- 
thrown ; and the allies affaulted the very camp. 
Seeing himfelf attacked in front, in flank, and 
in rear, de Soubife refolved on a retreat. M. 
de Stainville, with the flower of the French 
troops, threw himfelf into the wood of Wil- 
helmfthal, to favour the retreat, and here a bat- 
tle was fought between* him and lord Granby, 
which decided the fate of the day. The whole 
corps of de Stainville was furrounded and de- 
feated. The generals Sporkcn and Luckner 
however. gave the prince de Soubife an opportu- 
nity of retiring to Hochkirch, by which the at- 
tempt 
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tempt which prince Ferdinand meditated on 
CaflH was rcttdered abortive. 

The fatae night the enemy paffed the Fulda, 
and placed his camp on the heights that go from 
Muhd^ to CaflTeL The allies encamped op- 
pofite the French, and by different detachments 
feizcd on fome caftles, which were to their ad- 
vantagCi De Soubife, having fome fears for 
Ziegenhain, fent de Gucrchy and de Rocham- 
beau to march between that place and Melfungen^ 
]and 10 detach parties oh the fear of the allies* 
Prince Ferdinand oppofed lord Grttnby to 
them; by whom they were beaten hear the caftle 
of Hornburg. In proportion as the allies ex- 
tended tbeir right, the French extended their 
leftw The two marflials however, perceiving their 
pofition enfeebled, recalled the count de Lufacc 
from Gottingen, to fill up the intervals of their 
encampments, and placed him with his corps 
at Lutt^rberg. 

The priiice> obferving thit the Saxons wite 
left almofl without fupport in this poft^ lent 
Gilfe to attack them there, who at the head of 
fifteen battalions forded the Fulda« The 
SaxonjS) at the commencement of the aftion, 
defended themfelves ; but> when they faw one 
of their redoubts carried, they gave ground, and 
fied routed. Marftial d'Eftrecs came up to their 
U 2 foccour. 
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fuccour, and prevented them fron> being f»talty 
defeated. (July) Gilfe priideatljr rep^ed the 
Fulda^ that he might not be ent^ngl^ by: foes, 
the number of whom momentarily increafed. 

Thefc various attempts gave prince Fextliamid 
to fuppofe, that the moft cafy and ccrta'm me- 
thod of vanquifhing th« French was to oblige 
them to extend ftill farther; and, fall of this 
projedt, he detached Luckner on the ^dc of 
Hirfchfeld. The partifan took Folda, Amoae- 
burg, and a number of fmall cafUes, fituated on 
the high road from Caffel t6 Frankfort. This 
expedition, performed with promptitude, had 
very vexatious efieAs on the French marflials^ , 
who were by this means flxaitened in thdir fab^ 
fiftence, which they in a great part drew from 
the Maine. The, prince de Soubife flattered 
himfelf he might rereftabhfti his affairii, by fend- 
ing forty batulions> on the Eder, to occupy the 
poft of Schwalm. But Luckner, faplpoited by 
lord Granby, induced this corps to repafs the 
Fulda. De Soubife^ on this, arrived hiimfelf, 
pafled the Eder, and pofted himfelf at the 
Heiligenberg. As the French mig^t iMOt be 
attacked in this pofition, prince Feniinand left 
lord Granby at the Ftilkenberg, and led his 
army to the confluence of the Eder and the Fulda. 
In the ena^arraflTment which theFtench g^icrals. 

found 
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fbujad th«mfclve5, by thfe manoeuvre, they could 
kaagbnc no better reiburce than to call in theii; 
f efcrye frqaj the Lower Rhine. The prince of 
Coji(Je,.;ia confequence of prders fent him by the 
warihals,. left le Voyer .|ivith a detachment on 
the Lower Lil^p^i and having inefFedually at-^ 
iemp<;e4 oi> his march to take Hamm, he croiSed 
Wetteravia, and marched by .Gieflen, on the 
Ohm*. His purpofe was to incline to the Upper 
Ederj there agdn to attempt that plan in the; 
execution of which de Soubife had failed. 

The hereditary prince, who thus far had ob- 
ferVed the princ0 of Cond6, departed with equal 
fpecd ; and having left fome troops to obfervc 
le Voyer, he traverfed the principality of WaU 
deck, and gained tlie banks of the Ohm, before 
the rtfcrve of the French from the Lower Rhine 
could come up. 

While thefc motiens were made by the re- 
ferves, prince Ferdinand was defirous of attack-* 
ing the French, before they (hould be- joined 
by the prince de Conde. He intended to alarn^ 
the enemy in front, but to make his grand efforts 
againft de Guerchy, who was encamped beyond 
die Fulda, near Melfungen.' Prince Frederic 
of Brunfwick was detached, with fix battalions 
and twdve fqijadrons, to make the circuit of the 
We rra^ and to feize on Wanfried and Efchwege, 
U 3 from 
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from which he might fall on the rear of the jSae. 
Difpoitcions were made for the general attacjf^a 
the Stli of Auguft ; but a heavy rain fell, fweiled 
the waters of the Fulda, and prevented the 
troops from fording the river> and from march? 
ing to their deftined pofts, at fhc rime fixed. 
The enterprife ended in a cannonade^ w|iich 
continued thr^e days. 

The prince of Cond6, in the interim, took 
the caftle of Uhrichftcin. After having at- 
tempted the paflage of the Ohm various times, 
and always in vain, he endeavoured to fend a de- 
tachment forward to Hirfchfeld, that he might 
aid the two marihals who commanded the French 
army. The prince de Squbife, in order to 
fecond the intentions of the prince dc Condc, 
commanded de StainvUle to bombard the caftle 
of Friedewalde. Having been fuccefsful in this, 
the communication between the? French army and 
the Maine, which had been int^rrppted, iva» 
again free. This army waj at tli^t time fo 
poftcd, in Heffe, thfl.t it formed a grand fcmi- 
circle; one end pf which, palSng by Marb^ourg 
and Gicffcn, ended « the L^hq, and the Qther, 
including Hirfchfeld, Melfung^, Caff^l, an4 
Munden, terminated at the Fulda. 

Prince Ferdinand moft ardently ws^s defiroua 
of ailing dccifively : he wilhcd to ftrik? a ftrokip 
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by which his fuperiority over the French, for 
the remainder of the campaign, (hould be in- 
xlifputable. To this effedt he reinforced the 
hereditary prince, with fifteen battalions and 
twenty fquadrons. His prcgedt was to carry the 
corps of dc L6vi. The hereditary prince would 
have fucceeded had Lvickner come up in time. 
(the 24th) Few however of the French cfcapcd. 
After this expedition, he drove the prince de 
Cond6 from the banks of the Ohm, beyond 
Gieflen, to an old Roman intrenchment, called 
the Polgraben ; but this ended in a cannonade. 
Still the prince de Soubife could not longer 
maintain himfelf in Helle without being ex- 
pofed £0 great danger. He therefore evacuated 
Gotdngen, threw fourteen battalions into Caf? 
fel« and retired through Hirfchfeld for Fulda. 
Prince Ferdinand nearly kept pace with him ; 
and, in die mean time, detached prince Frederic 
of Brunfwick, in the rear, to blockade Caflel. 
The French fell back to the Maine ; becaufe 
,<their grand army could no otherwife than by this 
march rejoin the referve under the prince de 
Cond^. The latter, who retreated through 
Butzbach and Friedberg for Frankfort, was 
xlofely followed by the hereditary prince. 

The army of the allies having fixed its camp 

ft SchottenontheNidda, the hereditary prince 

U 4 re- 
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received orders to occupy Fritzlar, He was oa 
bis march (the 30th) for Aflenheim; when^^ 
hayiqg been informed^ by Luekner^ that the 
heights of Nauenheim were occupied by the 
enemy^ Ixe fpeeded thither, attacked^ and dif<- 
lodged the French. It was not long before be 
perceived that, inftead of a detachment, he was 
engaged with the van-guajrd of the army of de 
Soubife. The French advanced in fevcral 
columns, and attacked in turn. The prince de- 
fended himfelf bravely, but had the misfortune 
to be dangeroufly wounded, and his troops giv- 
ing way could no more be brought to rally. 
This difafter obliged prince Ferdinand to change 
his plan, and his pdfition. He removed his 
camp to Orlof^ oppofite Friedberg, and there 
remained till the 7th. of September. 

Receiving intelligence that the French were 
fecretly filing off toward Butzbacb, he judged 
tliat in order to execute his grand defign, which 
was to recover Caffel, he muft at all events pre- 
vent the enemy frOm entering, through Upper 
Heffe and the county of Waldeck, the Lowef 
Heffe. For this purpofe he put his army in 
motion, that he might gain the heights which 
rife behind the Qhmand the Lahn. The French 
generals har^fled him on his march, that they 
inight give the prince d^ Coiw^ time to paft 

the 
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die babn at Marbo^rg, apd, tq gain the heights 
of Wcttf rn* Y^t, wtwit^ift^di*^ ^J^c Wi^s ^^d 
frequent. Ikirmiihes 'of the r^ar-gyard, prince 
Ferdinand firft aftai^ed Wettern; and the 
prince de Conde,. percaiviijg tbi^ iaipedimcnt, 
avoided any eng^ement, and repaflfed the 
Lahn.. 

Here th& allies , eftabliftied themfelves; and 
extended their lefi;;, by Kirchdm,- toward Horn* 
JDurg on the. Qifm* ' The -prjn^e de Soubifc, 
wiflbing to relieve. Ziegeohain- and Caflel, at- 
temf tc4 to open, the road that leads? to Ziegen- 
hain. To eff^ thi^^ l\^ jeng^gcd in an -a<9:ion 
at the Bf u?kenrnuhle^ which b^camiS obftinate, 
andin which he- loft many men, baving been 
feveral tin^t^s vigoroufly fep^lfed. The two 
frmies,CQiitinye<i in the faptte portion dwing 
the reft of the campaign. 

While tWs inadtiyiiy conitinueid^ prince Fre» 
deric of Bninfwick pp^ned hi§'tirenches before 
Caffel. . The fiege qgniR^nced On the 15th of 
Oftoberj apd cowinwed » tte 7th of November, 
when it fi^irrcnd^red hy c^itiol^itipD. Such was 
the glorious conclufion of dje campaign of the 
4Uies; during wljiqh pyioce Ferdinand had 
occa&ontQ difplay all his abilicies^ and to prove 
that a good general at the head of an army is 
TOQre powjExfcl than a h«ft of ^or^ljatiAte. 

We 
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Wc have haftened over and abridged the 
relation of the operations of the allied army ; 
and with the more rcafon becaufe that^ during 
this year, the war of Germany having been at 
a diftance from the confines of Saxony, and the 
ftates of the king, the motions of prince Fer^ 
dinand had no connexion with thofe of the 
Pruffian arajs^ At prefent we (hall refumc tha 
narrative of the campaign of Silefia, and the 
chsun of events will neceflarily condud us into 
Saxony, where wc fhall terminate the hiftory of 
the a£b of tliis campaign by a recital of thofQ 
of his royal highnefs prince Henry. 

(June) The endeavours that had been made 
to intimidate the Imperii cavalry will no doubt 
be recoUefted, and how fuccefsful thofe fcndea* 
vours had been. It was one oi the points fiift 
neceflary for the campaign. Another equally 
eflential was not negleAed. The 'prince of 
Bevern had already advanced to Troppau, 
whence he ordered general Werner to advance 
to Grsetz, who there took a hundred and fifty 
prifoners. This obliged Beck to pafs the Mora, 
and to retire to Freudenthal. 

We fhall break off at this diverfion that wc 
may come to the Ruffians; who palTed the 
Oder on the 30th of June, and, on the fame 
day, arrived at Lifia. The king had detached 

Wied 
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Wied in advance^ with twenty^four battalions^ 
l>eyond the rivulet of Sqhweidnitz^ under tbo 
pretence of covering the march of the Riiffiansj 
l^ut in reality that he might have a corps on the 
other fide of the rivulet, which was neceflary 
for th^ execution of the project the king had 
formed againft his foes. Thefe troops kept in 
cantonments that were extremely clofe, that the 
Imperialifts might not take umbrage. 

The army of the king began its operations on 
the firfl of July. The grand army came and 
encamped at Sagfchutz, while Wied kept pace 
with it by ni^, and advanced on the other fide 
of the rivulet in clofe cantonments. He had 
nothing to fear from the Aufbriahs, nor could he 
)>y them \)c difcovered ; becaufe Reitzenftein 
was in his front, with four thoufand horfe, and 
blockaded Ellerichbaufen, at the Fitfchenberg. 
^ad Daun perfifted but little in guarding his 
caipp of Domanz, it muft have been turned by 
Wied, whp wpuld have paffed the rivulet of 
Striegau at feperwitz, and marched along the 
Nonnenbufch, whpnce he would have gained 
the camp of Kunzendqrf, and have come upon 
the back of the marfhal. This would have ob- 
liged him to repafs Bogendorf, and to fall back 
among the mountains ; whether it ftiould be to- 
frard Hol^engierfdorf, or JLeutmannfdorf. But 
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JDauii, too pnad«M to wok forthis extrMaity, 
quitted tbe kill of Zobten and thePirfdiewbcrg, 
on th< vcty fame flighty andp^aced^his eatnp oh 
itie hills l^etween B6gendorf, • KunzefHiorf, and 
the Zcifkenberg. ' ' 

' (The 3d) The army of the king clofdy fol* 
lowed, aod recovered its former poGtion of 
Biinzelwitz. The Kght troops approached with-* 
in piftol-fhot of the Imperial grand guards-; 
Reitzenftein occupied the heights of Striegau, 
and Wicd, whom he covered, cantoned his 
troops in that town, and in the neareft villages* 
The fituation* Daun had aflumed rendered an 
attack in front imprafticable; yet he might be 
turned cither on the right or on the left. Ai 
too much muft have been left to chance ihould 
it be attempted to turn hrni between Silber- 
6erg and Bogendorf^ becaufe that Haddick 
'was at Wartha, and becaufe the mountains on 
this fide are more nigged and difficult; it was 
preferred to manoeuvre on the lcft| and to take 
^im in the rear by Hohenffiedberg, Reichenaui 
knd the Engelfberg. This projefl: was execut- 
ed in the following manner, Ziethen garniflied 
tlie camp of Bunijelwitz, with the fecond Kne; 
and, to hold the enemy in awe, kept all the 
cuirafliers. of the army there, that would have 
been ufelefs in the mountains (*e 6th^ while 

the 
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Afe king begah his iterch, in tiitf evening, with 
his firft line, and joined R^itfetSiiftem and Wiedj 
who formed his van-guard. By break of da^i 
the van-guard arrived nbcr Reich^nau, wliere 
it feU on the ddvaaiiced poAs of Bttnuno; th^tt 
trere h©dy pmfued to the foot of the Engelfberg, 
where their ^bieral endam|)ed« Breatano had 
pofted his infantry on theftfinimit of three rocki 
covered by * ftrdng defile* Wied filll of ar- 
dour attacked him^ perhaps too hotly^ Th^ 
rocks were fbiMd too difficult of itcefi for tki 
troops to clhnb^ The PiruflTitoi made vain 
attempts, Were repuifed^ anid loft, in killed^ 
bounded, knd taken, tw^v« hufidted fti«fci% 
The main body of the troops encamped ^t 
Reichenawi; but Wied continued his *[ia'rch 
through the defiles df Lanidlhut* The e^d of 
this expedition was to carry the grand magazine 
at Braunaui, which Br^ntand fufpcfting quitted 
the EngeHberg, and departed fuU fpeed on the 
feme night for Friedhuid. 

Daun, deprived of this detachment, which 
covered his rear, feared the Priiflians would 
itome upon his back. !He therefore fdrfbok hik 
pofitioft of Kun^endorf, and retited to iCfitt*- 
tnannfdoif, ,whence his left e3tt«!nded t6 Beerf^ 
dorf. He further placed a corps at Tarinhaufcn ^ 
which covered his flank; and another on *ft 

right 
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rirht at Burkerfilorf, by the did of which hd 
mainuined his communication with the fortref^ 
of SchweidnitZ4 

Zicthen immediately followed the foe (the 
7th) and occupied the heights of Kunzetidorf 
and Furftenftein. The corps that the king had 
led among the niountains joined him and was 
pofted from Seitendorf to Bogendorf^ in the camp 
marfhal Daun had occupied in die ytar 1760^ 
Detachments were placed in tht defiles of Wal- 
denburg and Gottfberg, and Manteufel took 
poll, with fix thoufand men> on the eminence 
of Hohengieifdorf, at the foot of whichj befidc 
the valley of Schweidnitz^ Knobloch encamped 
with his brigade. 

Wied, who pUrfucd his ifcarch, encountered 
the corps of Brentano at Friedland, and re- 
ceived it with a warm cannonade, after which 
Reitzenftein attacked the enemy. The Finck 
dragoons had, on this occafion, the honour of 
beating three regiments of Imperial cuiraffiers, 
from whom they took a hundred and eighty 
prifoners. Brentano efcaped into Bohemia, and 
pofted himfelf between Ditterlbach and Haupt« 
mannfdorf, in a camp that the enemy had pre*- 
vioufly fortified, to ecu a depofit for provi- 
fions* Wied on the morrow was reinforced by 
four batulions and three regiments of cavalry; 

but. 
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but^ had the whole army marched againft Brau* 
jiauy it could have undertaken nothings becaufe 
the defiles of the rocks are impregnable^ if they 
are defended with only a few men; and becaufe 
they cannot be turned. Marflial Daun had 
fent Haddick thither^ from Wartha, with ten 
thoufand men. 

The hills^ thus occupied by the enemy^ be- 
ing fecure from attack^ Wied direfted his marcb 
for Trautenav^ whence he let loofe his Coflacks 
on Bohemia^ and fupported them with fomc 
dragoons. Terror was prefcntly fpread through 
the kingdom. On the fecond day after they 
had entered it» one of their parties appeared at 
the gates of Prague. The panic their prcfence 
infpired was fo great that Serbelloni was on 
the point of quitting Saxony, with his army, 
perfonally to oppofe the diforders the Coflacks 
committed. True it is their procedure was 
cruel; they facked, pillaged, and burned every 
place they found on their route. 

This irruption would not have been unfruit- 
ful, might it have been prolonged; but thefe 
troops, incapable of difcipline, were wholly em- 
ployed in coUedting and fecuring booty ^ whence 
it happened that, retiring in parties, without 
the order of their commander, they efcaped 
l^ith what they had captured, to fell it in Po* 

land; 
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land : fo that in a week Bohemia faw itfelf dc* 
livcred, without drawing a fwotd. They tni^t 
have been employed in a fecond incurfion, had 
not the fece of affairs fuddenly changed. Wicd, 
who covered their retreat, fecured at the fame 
time his communication with the grand army. 
His detachments, diftributed in gradation^ 
guarded the defiles of the mountains. Gablenz 
occupied, in his rear, the pafs of Schazlar; 
the prince of Bernburg, ftill nearer the army, 
that of Liebau; whence he communicated at 
Conradfwalde with Salenmon, who there held 
^n intermediate poft. Thefe various detach- 
ments had the lefs to fear, on the part of the 
enemy, becaufe the attention of the latter was 
wholly abfotbed by their apprehenfions for the 
magazine of Braunau; which, for the greater 
fafety, they tranfpoited to Scharfeneck, in the 
county of Glatz. 

We have feen that the diverfion of the Cof- 
facks into Bohemia was produftive of nothing 
real. Any attempts on the magazine of Brau- 
nau, now removed by the Imperialifts, were no 
longer to be made, fo that the whole left of the 
enemy ceafed to prefent a field fruitful in expe- 
ditions. As the principal objeft of the cam- 
paign was to recover Schweidnitz, the king 
propofed; to aft on the right of the Auftrians, 
3 and 
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and to diflodge their detachments from Burkerf- 
dorf and Leutmannfdorf, that he might totally 
cut off their communication with Schvveidnitz* 

This defign, which had every degree of pro- 
bability fufficietit to make it imagined infallible, , 
the next day became incertain, and almoft chi- 
merical, by one of thofe fudden and imexpedled 
events which overthrow the meafures of man. 
A revolution had been effected, and the face of 
Ruffia was changed. Czernichef firft brought 
the news to the king. He came to inform him 
Peter III. .had been dethroned by the emprefs 
his wife, and that he had received orders from 
the fenate for him and his corps to take the oath 
of fidelity to the new fovereign, and inceffantly 
to quit the PrufEan army, and retire into Po- 
land. In the prefent fituation of the king, 
amid the operations of a campaign the plans of 
which were conceived according to the aid the 
Ruffians might afford, this intelligence was a 
thunder-bolt. Severe as it was, ftill he muft 
aft; the evil was without remedy; he muft re-- 
cur to his proper refpurces, fince foreign aid 
failed. The information brought from^Pruffia, 
or Pomerania, farther affirmed that the Ruffian 
troops were preparing to i*»commqice hoftili- 
ties. An ukafe (or edift) appeared, m which 

X the 
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the king was treated as the hereditary and irr6^ 
concileable foe of Ruffia. The commiffarics of 
the emprefs again ftized on ihe revenues of 
PrulBa royah In fine, according to all appear- 
ance, his majefty was on the eve of a new rup- 
ture. But appearances are often deceitful. 

The proceedings of the emprefs went on falfe 
fuppofitions. She apprehended that the king, 
hearing of the imprifonment of Peter III. would 
oblige the corps of Czernichef to declare for the 
emperor, and fliould he refufe that he would 
difarm the troops. Not to be without reprifal, 
(he feized on Pruflia as a guarantee for the con- 
du(5t of the king, and gave orders to her gene- 
i-als to hold themfelves in readinefs again to 
commence war, the moment (he fliould fo think 
proper. But the ideas flie had conceived were 
erroneous : the king did not Oppofe the depar- 
ture of Czernichef; the only complaifance he 
cxafted was that he (hould defer his m^rch for 
three days, to which the general with a good 
grace yielded. 

Thefe three days were moft precious: by 
thefe it was necelTary to profit, and to (brike 
ibme decifive blow. The Auftrians were awed 
by the prefence of the Ru(rians ; and were ig- 
norant of the revolution that had happened. 
Schweidnitz muft be recovered, or it niuft be 

determined 
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detefmihed to cede all quarters except thofc 
befide the Oder, as during the paft year. Should 
this campaign glide unprofitably away, every 
effort lately taken for the recovery of the half of 
Silefia would be loft, and all appearances of 
peace would totally vanifli. Such reafons de- 
termined the king to commit fomething to 
chance. He afted with more daring temerity 
than he would have done under more favoura- 
ble circumftances. 

The enterprife which the Pruffians might at- 
tempt related to the attack of two difficult and 
formidable pofts. That of Burkerfdorf defended 
the defile which leads through the mountains from 
Konigfberg, and ends on the plain at Oehmf- 
dorf. On each fide of this defile, fteep and 
rugged hills arife, which were fortified by cafe- 
mated redoubts, and palifadoes, and furroundcd 
by abatis. Three of thofe neareft Hohengierf- 
dorf communicated by an intrenchment. Ano- 
ther intrenchment then began, which clofed the 
bottom of the ftrait; and, proceeding upward, 
ended on the fummit of a mountain, fituated 
toward Leutmannfdorf. O'Kelly defended thefe 
works with four thoufand men. The poft of 
Leutmannfdorf, though lefs fortified by art, 
prefented a front difficult of accefs, full of and 
interfered by ravins and hollow ways, and 
X 2 fup- 
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fupplying every obftacle which nidc nature can 
produce for the defence of ground* This poft 
was in like manner guarded by four thoufand 
Auflxians. 

(The i8th.) That the army might be in a 
condition to attack thefe pofts, it was firft necef- 
fary the troops fhould all change their pofition. 
Gablenz took the camp of Traut^lieberfdorf, in 
order to maik the departure of Wied for Bo* 
hernia. Knobloch quitted the camp of Seiten- 
dorf, and followed the route of Wied. They 
both defcended the hills into the plain at Frey- 
burg, and made the tour of Schweidnitz, which 
was blockaded by the cavalry of the king. Wied 
marched by night to Faulbruck, where he can- 
toned his troops. He was covered by Rohl, 
whom the king, during the whole campaign, 
had placed, with a thoufand horfe, in that part, 
to obferve the enemy; fo that the Auftrians had 
no knowledge of the approach of the Pruflians. 
Knobloch, who paffcd by night through Bun* 
zeiwitz and Creyflau, marched on the morrow 
morning on the leftof PolnifchWciftritz; while 
MoUendorf, who came with his brigade, and 
ten battalions from the foot of the hills of Ho- 
hengierfdorf, inclined on the right of the vil- 
lage. By the junction, of thefe two. general^, 
die king cut off the corps of Burkerfdorf, and 

con- 
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confequently the Auftrian army, from its com- 
munication with Schweidnitz. The corps of 
Wicd was deftined to the attack of Leutmannf- 
dorf; thofe of Knobloch and MoUendorf to that 
of Burkerfdorf, 

That no pr<?caution might be omitted which 
this plan required, we fliall remark that Man-. 
t(?ufel had been previoufly pofted on the emi- 
nence of Hohengierfdorf, where the heavy bat- 
teries that had been there ereded were em- 
ployed to take the intrenchments, occupied by 
O'Kelly, th^ were ne^ireft this poft in the rear. 
The prince of Wurtemberg, for ftill further fe- 
curity, was detached with twenty fquadrons, that 
d^iring the aftion he might obferve the pofts 
of the Auftrian? of Silberberg and Wartha, and 
that the enemy might not, from thefe, conie on 
the back of Wied, while he fliould attack the 
enemy at Leutmaniifdorf. 

Precautions concerning marflial Daun were 
alfo neceffary. He niuft be employed during 
the attack and inipeded froni fending fuccQur 
to the pofts that were to be carried. With 
this view Gablenz was ordered to make fome 
demonftrations toward Braunau, that he might 
aptraft the attention of the Imperialifts, and 
Ramin had orders to ikirmifti with the 
enemy's pofts toward Tannhaufen, The grand 

X^ army 
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army was to ftrike its tents, and to put itfelf in 
order of battle, and Manteufel had it in charge to 
harafs the pandours that were between his camp 
and the right of the Auftrians. Thefe various ob- 
jcfts, by which Daui> fliould be occupied, would 
prevent him from penetrating the intents of the 
Pruflians, and would facilitate their execution. 

With refpeft to the attacks themfelves, it 
was neceffary the affault made by Wied (hould 
precede that of Mollendorf; becaufe that this 
general, in turning his pofition of Burkerfdorf, 
muft neceffarily prefent his flank to the Auftri- 
ans, pofted at Leutmannfdorf ; and (hould Wied 
have the misfortune to be repulfed, the corps of 
Mollendorf would then be expofed to total 
deftruftion. 

On the night of the 20th, Mollendorf feized 
on the caftle of Oehmfdorf, where he took fifty 
prifoners. There was need of this caftle, the 
nearer to approach the foot of the mountains ; 
where, on that very night, trenches were opened. 
Batteries were here conftrufted for forty howitzers 
and twelve twelve-pounders. The howitzers 
were to be employed to bombard the redoubts, 
and the artillery to fweep the defile, through 
which O^Kelly might receive fuccour from the 
Imperial army. This general imagined bimfelf 
in an impregnable poft, and was in the utmQft 

fecurity. 
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fecyrity. He attributed the motions of the 
PrufEans entirely to their intention of befieging 
Schweidnitz, and imagined every ftep they 
was a preparatory approach to that fiege. 

On the 2 1 ft, at break of day, Wied Ipdged 
himfelf op a fmall hill, oppofltc and near to the 
poft of L^eutmannfdorf. Here he erefted a bat- 
tery of thirty pieces of h^avy s^rUllery, fuftained 
by a line of fourteen battalions. Under the 
proteftion of this fire, Lottum with his brigade 
glided through a hollow way on the right, whicl^ 
led to the back of the enemy. This w^s feconded 
by a fimilar manoeuvre on the left. The march 
of the prince of Bcrnburg was covered by ravins 
and buflics, and was diredted to the right flank 
of the Imperialifts. The enemy, taken in flank 
and rear by the Pruflians, made but a feeble 
refiflance. Wied at the fame time advfwced on 
their front, and the intrenchment was carried at 
the firft effort. The viftors from thence drove 
the vanquiflied immediately as far as Henrichau, 
Heidelberg, and Haufdorf. Brentano, whom 
Daun, in defpite of all the appearances that had 
been given him, ftill had fent to fuccour this 
poft ; Brentano, I repeat, arrived too late, and 
was carried away, among the. fugitive Auftrians, 
who had juft dien beeii beaten at Leutni^nnf- 
4orf» 

X4 w» 
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No fooner was Wicd mafter of the height^ 
than the Pruffian batteries of Oehmfdorf began 
to play upon the enemy. Fifteen hundred dra- 
goons whom O'Kelly had placed before his in» 
fantry, in a bottom, who expeftcd nothing lefs 
than an attack, and who had difmounted, find- 
ing themfelves fuddenly played upon from bat- 
teries which they had npc perceived, over-. 
whelmed their own infantry, threw it into dif- 
ordcr, and hurried it with them, pell-meU^ 
quite to the Imperial army. 

By the flight of thefe troops, the redoubts of 
this poft remained but feebly garni(hed. Mpl- 
lendorf immediately on his left threw himfelf 
into the wood' which communicates with the 
wopds of Leutmannfdorf ; and, turning O'Kelly 
from the hills, diflodged the enemy, after fome 
refiflance. The Pniffian infantry fet fire to the 
palifadoes of a redoubt which the Auflrians con- 
tinued to hold, and which they were thus con- 
fb-alned at length to abandon. 0*Kelly, not- 
withftanding this attack, maintained himfelf on 
the eminence which is on the right of the road 
from Polnifch Weifbritz to Koniglberg. To 
oblige him to quit this remaining part of his 
polition, MoUendorf ereded a battery on the 
hill that he had carried, and the forty howitzers 
were brought up near the foot of the mountain, 

whence 
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whence the enemy was not yet diflodged, Man* 
tcufel, at the fame time, came on the b^ck of 
^Jie intrenchnacn^s that were near his poft of 
Hohcngierfdorfi Thefe cannonades, in front, 
in flank, and ip rear, forged the enemy at 
length to retire. 

ThePniflians by their various attacks took two 
thoufand prifoners. The garrifon of Schweid- 
nitz indeed made a faily during the aftion; but 
the pavalry by which it was oppofed, and fome 
yollies of artillery, induced it to re-enter the 
place in tolerable hafte. 

In cpnfequence of the maneeuvre that had 
been executed by Wied, who now was near 
Heidelberg, the Imperial army was in fome 
manner cut off from the county of Glatz. Mar- 
Ihal Daun, cpnvinced of the neceffity of chang- 
ing his pofition, decamped the fame night. He 
fupported his right on the Eule, the higheft 
mountain of the vicinity, whence his front ex- 
tended by Wuften-Walterfdorf, and Tannhau- 
fen, to Jauernick. The referve of that army, 
under the command of Laudon, covered the 
left, and took its pofition between Wuften- 
Gierfdorf and Braunau. 

Wied aflumed a camp oppofite the right of 
the Imperialifts, and occupied that chain of hills 
that extends from Tafchendorf to Heidelberg. 

Manteufd 



Manteufel with his corps was made to advance 
tQ Beerfdorf, where he joined Wied by hi^ left, 
and Ramin by his right. The latter continued 
with his brigade to remain motionlefs on the 
i^Puntain of Seitendorf. Exclufive of thefe 
various camps, the army ftill held its poft at 
Gottfberg, andatWaldenburg; and Salenmon, 
who had a poft of information^ occupied the de- 
files of Landlhut, to obfervc the motions the 
enemy migh? make in that quarter^, 

Th^fe varLOvs corps, though encamped on 
fteep heights, had orders to intrench themfelves. 
The earth was thrown up, the works were pali- 
ikdoed, and abatis were made, in convenient 
places ; in fine, they were fq well fecured that 
not one of the detachments that occupied the 
mountains had either to fear attack or furprife, 
on the part of the foe. Such precautions, 
though under other circumftances they would 
have been fuperfluous, were now reqiiifite ; 
^caufe the king was obhged to weaken himfelf 
by twenty-four battalions that were to undertake 
ihe. liege of Schweidnitz, and becaufe he faw 
that he foon muft be under the neceflity of 
making frequent detachments, which he could 
not , have done without riik to the army, had 
net his pofition been firft rendered impregnable. 
What was fingular, during this operation, was 

that 



HISTORY OF THE SEVEN TEARS WAR, 315 

that the very day matihal Daun quitted his 
camp c£ Dittmanfdorf, to take poll on the Eulc 
and at Wuften-Walterfdorf, the Ruffians quitted 
the Pruffians, and departed for Poland, without 
the Imperialifts receiving the leaft intimation of 
their march. 

The twenty-font battalions s^nd thirty fqua- 
drons, that were deftined for the fiege of Schweid- 
nitz, aflembled at the foot of the heights of Kun* 
zendorf, Thegreateft p^rt of the f:avalry, which 
neither could be employed aijiong the mountains 
nor at the fiege, was fent to the prince of Wurr 
temberg, who ftill was at Kletfchber^, and feri- 
ous preparations were made to attack a place 
defended by ^ garrifon of eleven thoufand men, 
and one. of the firfl; engineers in Europe. 

No more hopes were to be entertained of a 
diverfipn on the part of the Tartar. The khan 
of the Crimea, indeed, marched with five or fix 
thoufand men to the frontiers of Poland ; but 
jthe fudden changes that had happened in Ruffia 
Jiad fo bewildered both Turks and Tartars that 
they knew jpiot how to decide, or what part they 
ought to take. Thefe reafons further deter- 
mined the king to recal tlie prince of Bevern 
from Moravia, where he ftill was, that he might, 
in fome manner, fecure the capture of Schweid- 
nitz. It was npceffary that every thing (hould 

concut 
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concur to promote this plan. The king had not 
a man too much for the enterprife ; and^ as 
foon as this (hould be accompliihed^ it wpulcl 
then be in his power to employ his tropps elfc- 
V^here. 

To Be convinced of th? neceffity of the rer 
union of the army, we need but enumerate the - 
different corps againft which the Pruffians had to 
make head. That is to fay, the army of marlhal 
Daun, the corps of Laudon, of Haddick, of Bren- 
tano, of Beck, and of Eliericl^haufen ; befide 
the detachments of Silberberg and Wartba ; the 
whole amounting to feventy thpufand men. Al- 
though the army of the king was nearly equal 
in ftrength, ftill we muft deduft the troops 
drafted off^ for the fiege of Schweidnitz ; and we 
muft e(pecially refleft on the extent of ground, 
infinitely more great than that of the enemy, 
which the Pruffians occupied. The king might 
alfo well exped efforts would be made by the 
Imperialifts for the relief of Schweidnitz, and 
thefe it was neceflary he fliould be able to op- 
pofe with promptitude. Thus, not\yithftanding 
Warner had obtained various advantages over 
Beck in Moravia, he was commanded to retire, 
and join the prince of Wurtemberg, on the ift 
of Auguft, in the camp of Peterfwalde. The 
prince of Bevern, whp followed, arrived at 

Neifs^i 
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Neifs, at the fame time, where he covered the 
convoy of ammunition, that was coUefted for 
the fiege of Schweidnitz. 

Tauenzien, to whom the dircdion of this 
fiege was confided, then departed with a fimilar 
convoy from Breflau, to march to the environs 
of Schweidnitz. He invefted the town, on the 
4th of Auguft ; and the trenches were opened 
the 7 th. They began at the brick-kiln, and in- 
clined toward Wurben, to include the polygon 
of Jauernick, toward which the attack was di- 
rcfted. The governor made a (ally on the lame 
day, but which did not anfwer his expeftation. 
Reitzenftein with hi^ dragoons fell on the Au- 
ftrian infantry, and repulfed it to the town bar- 
riers. 

From this time it was the opinion of the king 
^at, (hould Daun attempt to fuccour the fortrcfs, 
he would no doubt march by Silberberg, Wartha, 
and Langen-Bielau. This was the moft con- 
venient road'; for, (hould he take the route oi 
Landihut, he would have every kind of incon- 
venience to encounter. He had withdrawn his 
magazine fi:om Braunau, which would render the 
tranfport of prpvifions difiicult, in that part; 
that road is befide the longefl, and on which 
his attempts might b|j 1310ft. eafily prevented : 
isidd t9 which, by marching paft Silbprberg, he 

would 
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would at the fame time cover Glatz, might eiri* 
ploy the detachments that occupied the defiles, 
and would be, at all times, certain of a retreat, 
becaufe he would hav6 two >^cll- fortified polls 
in his rear. 

Convinced by this reafoning, the king re- 
moved his head quarters to Peterfwalde, where 
he was joined by the brigade of Mollendorf. 
The camp which the king afTumcd touched, as 
we may fay, the left of Wied. The brigade of 
Nimfchew&y was placed on a hill of the defiles 
of SteinfeifFerfdorf, by which it covered the 
brigade of Knobloch, which formed the extre- 
mity of the camp of Tafchendorf. The infantry 
of the king extended behind the ravin of Peterf- 
walde, and his cavalry occupied the ground 
which, in the front of Peifkerfdorf, goes toward 
Faulbruck. The prince of Bevern arrived, oti 
the morrow, from Neifs, by a forced march, and 
a camp was affigned him beyond Reichenbach, on 
the heights of Mittelpeile, toward (jnadenfrcy. 
"The pofition of this fmall army made a kind of 
angle; one line of which, defcending from 
SteinfeifFerfdorf, was prolonged in the direftion 
of Reichenbach ; where the other, turning by 
the hills of Peila, ended at a confiderable ef- 
carpmcnt. The town of Reichenbach, fituated 
3 between 
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between thefe two camps, was the precife angu- 
lar point. 

The above pofition had every advantage that 
could be wifhed : it covered Wied by the camp 
at Peterfwalde, who without that precaution might 
have been turned by the enemy ; and the corps 
of the prince of Severn prevented the Auftrians, 
on leaving the mountains, from inclining to the 
hill of Zobten, whence they might fupport 
Schweidnitz, and confequently caufe the fiege to 
be raifed. Thus the enemy, on that fide, was re- ' 
duced either to jnake a circuit through Nimptfch, 
which would give the Pruffians fufEcient time 
to prevent their attempts at PfafFendorf, or 
to attack the pbft of Peila, which was good, 
and where the prince of Bevern might honour- 
ably maintain himfelf. Befide, let it be fuppofed 
that the Imperialifts (hould take the route of 
Landlhut, to fuccour Schweidnitz, ftilltheycotild 
not defcend into the plain till they had firft made 
two long marches ; inftead of which the troops 
of the king might remove in fix hours from 
Peterfwalde to Freyburg, where a camp had 
been prepared to cover, ihould it be found ne- 
ceffary, the fiege of Schweidnitz, on that fide. 
The reafon why the king did not occupy the 
heights of the Hutberg, and of the Kletfchberg, 
was that neither of the fituations dcorrtfponded 

tQ 



^16 POSTHtTMdtfS WbRKSi 

to his two principal objeds ; that is to fay they 
did not cover the flank of Wied, and the fiege. 
The Hutberg and Kletfdiberg are befoirethe 
defile of Bicla, where the enemy had a fortified 
poft, and which, extending to the Eule, would 
give him an opportunity of coming on the rear' 
of the pofition aflumed with the whole army,. 
This might occafion the worft of confequences* 
As thefe hills, befide, were too diftant from the 
pofition of the Pruflians to injure them, it was 
certain that the Auftrians, by occupying them, 
could gain no kind of advantage. 

Scarcely had the prince of Severn joined the 
corps of the king before Beck, who followed 
and obferved him, appeared on the Kletfchberg. 
He did not however think proper to remain there 
long, and retired to Silberberg. The hufTars o£ 
Moring fell upon his rear-guard, and took a lieu- 
tenant-colonel, with fome men and baggage. 
Wc have already faid the Auftrians had an in- 
trenched poft, in the defile of the mountains, 
which opens at the village of Langen-Bielau. 
Two thirds of this village were occupied by the 
Pruffians, gamiftied by the volunteers of Hordt, 
and ferved as a poft of information. Detach* 
ments of huflars had been fent. beyond on the 
Hutberg and the Spitzberg: it was however 
forefeet that the enemy, leaving the mountains, 

would 
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would chufe this ground for his camp ; and, as 
it had been . determined to fuffer him to remain 
there^ only light detachments had been fent, 
that were in readinefs to retire on the firft 
%nal. 

It fo happened that every thing Which had 
been predicted ciame to pafs. On the i6th of 
Auguft maribal Daun entered thefe vallies, with 
his different columns. His van- guard ikir- 
miflied with a detachment of Langen-Bielau, 
which retired in good order to the royal army, 
Themarihal, at the head of forty battalions and 
asmany fquadrons, affumed his camp, which he 
extended from the Hutberg toward Heiderfdorf. 
Beck, at the fame time, occupied the Kletfch- 
berg, with twelve battalions and twenty fqua- 
drons. As the Imperialifts had confiderably 
difgarniflied their pofts on the mountains, to af- 
femble thi$ atmy, there was no rifk in doing the 
like; for which reafon the king called in the 
brigades of Ramin and Saldern, ftrengthened by 
which his corps, including that of the prince of 
Bevern, confifted of twenty-eight battalions and 
eighty fquadrons. Truth however demands we 
(hould add that thefe brigades did not come up 
till the evening, when the adion was over. 

The king had previoufly made difpofitions for 
the reciprocal defence of his two camps, and 
Y had 

Bifi. Sen;. Tears War, VoU lU 



3fti FOSTHVMOUS WORKS. 

had agreed with the prince of Bevem that they 
fhould mutually fend each other aid. The roads 
had been enlarged, and communications pre- 
pared. The arrangement was that, whichever 
of the t^'o corps fhould be affaulted by the foe^ 
that corps (hould be confined to the fimple de- 
fence of its camp, while the other fhould hafteh 
to its fuccour, and aft ofTenfively. The ground 
was mofl happily adapted to this manceuvre ; 
for fuppofing the corps of ?eterfwalde to be 
attacked>(the prince of Bevern naturally marched 
on the right flank and the rear of the foe ; and 
if, on the contrary, the corps of Peila were af- 
faulted, the king made a fimilar motion with his 
troops on the left of the Imperialifts. 

Toward noon it was perceived that the defign 
of the marfhal was to attack the prince of Be- 
vem. His whole forces inclined to the right, 
oppofite the camp of Peila; and, had he in- 
tended to come to aftion with the corps of 
Peterfwalde, he ought to have fbrengthened his 
left, and extended his troops to the paffes of the 
mountains. There was no infantry on that fide. 
All that appeared on the right of the king only 
confifled in fome fquadrons of huflars, which , 
could not attraft any attention. 

Certain that on the very day, or the following 
night, here would be a combat with the eneriiy, 

the 
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the king kept his infantry under arms, his horfes 
feady faddled and bridled, and his light artillery 
near the cavalry. He went to reconnoitjce the 
advanced ports. Scarcely had he arrived before 
he faw the tents of the prince of Severn ftruck ; 
and his cannon wa6 heard. Major Oilin, who 
was there ready with a detachment of five hun- 
dred huflars, was inftantly fent to join the corps 
of Peila; and the prince of Wurtemberg put 
hitnfelf at the head of five regiments of cavalry, 
with a brigade of light artillery. MoUendorf 
had orders to march t]ie];e with his brigade. 
The king took with him the regiment of Werner, 
that he ihight with the greater expedition arrive 
on the field of battle. Ziethen, in the mean 
time, aflumcd the command of the corps of* 
Peterfwalde, to prevent any misfortune from 
happening on that fide. When the king had 
pafled Reichenbach, he difcovered the whole 
pofitidn in which the enemy attacked the prince 
of Bevern. Lafcy had pafled the village of 
Peila, with fix battalions, kept concealed behind 
a hill on which he had erefted a battery of twenty 
pieces of artillery. Other battalions prefented 
themfelves on the fide of Gnadenfrey; and 
they in like manner had formed a grand battery 
in their front. Their defign was to draw the 
attention of the prince of Bevern that way, 
Y 2 that 
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that he might not perceive the manoeuvre of 
Beck^ who was gliding through the woods to 
fall on his rear. O'Donnel had, at the lame 
lime, marched with forty fquadrons, from the 
village of Peila, to covet the left flank of Lafcy. 
The cavalry of Lentulus, which belonged to 
the corps of the prince of Severn, and the 
hafTars of Oftin, had already three times repulfed 
the Imperial cuirafEers in this village. The 
prince of Wurtemberg in the interim came up, 
and incontinently formed on the flank of the 
foe* 0*Donnel had no good pofition to take. 
If he prefented his front to the prince of Severn, 
the prince of Wurtemberg would fall upon his 
flank ; and if he faced the corps of the latter, 
Lentulus would come upon his right; add to 
which, he had the artillery of the prince of Be* 
vern in his rear. 

While he was under this difficulty, of which 
his cuiraffiers were very fenfible, O'Donael re- 
ceived a volley from fifteen fix-pounders of the 
light artillery, of which a battery had haftily been 
formed. This completely confufed his men. 
The regiment of Werner, fupported by that of 
Czetteritz, at the fame time charged the Impe- 
rial cavalry; and afi:er a hot conteft drove it be- 
yond the village of Peila. The flight of the 
horfe weakened the flank of Lafcy, who then 

had 
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had fears for his infantry, and haftened to make 
his retreat. B|?ck, who was engaged with the 
prince of Bevern, gave ground. The brigadfc 
of MoUendorf came up, but too late, for the 
enemy was retreating on all fides. 

This affair coft the Auftrians fifteen hundred 
horfe. The Pruffians only loft four hundred 
men, of the regiment of the margrave Henry, 
which fignalized itfelf on that day, having fin- 
gly made head againft the whole corps of 
Beck. 

Marihal Daun, dififatisfied with the failure of 
his attempt, did not think proper to remain jmy 
longer on th^ Hutberg; having apprehenfions 
perhaps for his pofts of the n^ountains, which 
he had weakened. On the morrow evening, 
the 17th, he retired by Warth^^ and Glatz to 
Scharfeneck, where be remained till the clofe 
of the campaign, without affording the leaft 
fymptom of life. 

The king purfued the Auftrians; but, as 
this hilly country, abounding in paffes and ri- 
vulets, is little proper for purfuit, he did them 
no injury. His majefty contented himfelf with' 
ordering Werner to advance to Habensdorf, 
that he might there obferve the pofts of Silber- 
fcerg and Wartha. 

Thefe various motions had been injurious to 
y 3 tU 
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the fiege of Schweidnitz, which was not fo far 
advanced as it ought to have been. The go- 
vernor, Guafco, however began to augur ill 
concerning defence, after the check fo lately 
received by marftial Daun, He therefore made 
an attempt to obtain an advantageous capitula* 
tion, and the freedom of his garrifon. During 
this negotiation, Laudon had adroitly caufed 
his emiflaries to fall into the hands of the Pruf- 
fians, who were charged with letters for the go- 
vernor, containing all the grand projefts which 
the Imperial army was to execute for his deliver- 
ance. But, however defirous the king was of 
fpeedily recovering the town, two resins pre- 
vented him from confenting to the capitulation 
the governor offered. The firft was founded on 
what Laudon had written, the year before, in 
pofitive terms, to the margrave Charles, to 
whom the correfpondence of the army was com- 
mitted, relative to the execution of the cartel, 
when he affirmed that his court held itfelf under 
no obligation of keeping its word, or fulfilling 
its engagements, with the king of Pruffia, either 
relative to the exdiange of prifoners, or any other 
objeft. This was urged in anfwer to Guafco ; 
who was told that his promifed word, for him- 
felf and garrifon, not to ferve for one year againft 
the troops of his majefty, could not be accepted, 

after 
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after the formal declaration made by the court 
of Vienna, and contained in the letter of Laudon. 
The real reafon, but which was not alleged, was 
that it would have been a capital fault to have 
fuffered ten thoufand men to leave a town which 
foon muft be taken ; for, by reftoring this gar- 
rifon to the Imperialifts, their army would have 
acquired an additional ten thoufand men ; while 
that of the king muft have been enfeebled, by 
at leaft four thoufand, who muft have been left 
to garrifon the place ; fb that the Pruffian army 
would, in the whole, have been rendered four- 
teen thoufand men inferior to that of the Au- 
ftrian. 

Negotiation was interrupted and the fiege con- 
tinued. Hither the king came in perfon, on 
the 20th of September, that the operations 
might be carried on with the greater vigour. 
Le Fevre afted as chief engineer to the Pruflians# 
H? was oppofed by one of the firft engineers of 
his time, named Griboval, who defended the 
place. Le Fevre attempted to burft the mines 
of the befieged by employing the new invented 
globe of compreffion, Griboval burft two of 
thefe, and Le Fevre knew not how to proceed. 
The king was obliged to interfere in the direc- 
tion of the fiegc, and the minutiae of labour. 
Th^ third parallel was immediately prolonged; 
y 4 * bat- 
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a battery was there ercfted in breach; ricochet 
batteries wereraifed at the brick-kiln; and ano- 
ther battery thrown up on the Kuhberg, which 
played on the back of the works. Some breaches 
of the mines of the befieged were blown up. 
The garrifon made two fallies,'and diflodged 
the Pruflians from a crowned funnel, from which 
they wiftied to extend new breaches. This con-, 
teft prolonged the fiege, for it was hereneceffary 
to make fubterranean war. Moft of the artil- 
lery however of the town was either damaged 
or difmounted ; provifions began^ to be fcarce ; 
and the enemy would, for that reafon, have fur- 
rendered, had not a bomb fallen before the 
powder magazine of the fort of Jauemick 
(Odober the 8th) the door of which by chance 
was open, which fet fire to the powder, blew up a 
part of the fort, and killed three hundred of the 
Auftrian grenadiers. Thi^ accident, which open- 
ed the town, obliged the governor to beat the 
chamade. 

Schweidnitz capitulated on the 9th. Guafco 
and his garrifon, nine thoufand flrong, fur- 
rendered prifoners of war, and were fent into 
Pruflia. Knobloch was entrufted with the go- 
vernment of the place ; and Wied departed for 
Saxony, with a heavy detachment, to reinforce 
prince Hepry. 

Thus 
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Thus ended the campaign of Silefia, not fo 
fortunately as at the commencement might have 
been prefumed, but better than could have been 
hoped, after the late revolution in Ruffla. The 
king gave the command of the troops in Silefia 
to the prince of Bevern; and fent Ramin, 
MoUendorf, and Lentulus, with their brigades 
into Lufatia, to occupy the environs of Gorlitz, 
and to give the Auftrians apprehenfions for 
Zittau, and Bohemia, in order to facilitate the 
operations of prince Henry. The army of Si- 
lefia entered into cantonments, near the in- 
trenched camp that it had held ail the campaign, 
and which during winter the king was fatisfied 
with guarding by detachments, that were relieved 
weekly, after which his majefty perfonally rc^ 
paired to Saxony, 

While Wied is occupied in traverfing Lufatia, 
we (hall recommence the narrative of the cam- 
paign of prince Henry, which we (hall continue 
till the arrival of this fiiccour. 

We left the prince ernployed in deranging the 
projeds of Serbelloni; and Seidiitz engaged 
•with the troops of the circles, whom he drove 
from Vogtland, as far as the margraviate of Ba- 
reuth. His highnefs wifhed to take fatisfaflion 
(June) for the infults the enemy had attempted 
to give his pofts. But, as he might not venture 

to 
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10 dare them in the formidable pofitions in which 
ihey had fixed themfclves, he propofed to take 
bis revenge, by making diverfions into Bohemia. 
With this view Kleiil marched over the Bafberg, 
and fpread terror through the circle of Saatz. 
The alarm prefentiy reached Serbelloni, who 
fent Blonquet, at the head of four thouftod 
men, to the relief of Bohemia. This general 
caufed the road of Einfiedel to be intrenchcdj 
where he placed fome men, and fixed himfelf 
»t Dux, with the main body o( his detachmaat. 
The army of the circles, on the odier part, 
had approached Oelfnitzs whence it took the 
road for Schnceberg, and marched along the 
frontiers of Saxony, with intent to join Blonr 
quet. Kleift, who fcarcely had returned out of 
Bohemia, was obliged to march back, that he 
might render this proje6t abortive. He aflem- 
bled the detachment that was to ferve under 
him, near Porfchenftein, forced the intrenchr 
ment of Einfiedel (July) and took four hundred 
men, and one field-piece. He thence fell on 
the dragoons of Bathyani, that had come to the 
aid of the troops he had beaten, and put them 
to the rout ; after which he purfued Blonquet; 
who, on his approach, retired from Dux to 
Toplitz. Here he left him ; and marched fiill 
fpeed toward the Bafberg, where he fell on the 

flank 
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flank of the army of the circles, which imme- 
diately retreated for Annaberg, afterward to 
Hof, and finally toward Bareuth. 

Prince Henry, hearing this, refplved to fend 
a more confiderabte corps into Bohemia, and 
to profit by the abfence of the troops of the 
circles, co effeft fomething of confequence. His 
mtention was to chafe the enemy from Toplitz, 
and take Altenberg ; that he might by this means 
turn the pcrfl of Dippoldifwalda, which muft 
have neceflarily then been abandoned by the 
Imperialifts. Seidlitz, to whom the execution 
of this plan was committed, thought proper 
when he depaned only to leave Schulenburg 
^ith five hundred horfe, in prefence of the 
prince of Stolberg, and the army of the empire 
as a corps of obfervation, and entered Bohemia 
with his detachment. After a forced march, he 
arrived, on the 31ft, at Commotau. Kleift 
penetrated to this place, on the ift of Auguft, 
by the village of Gorck. All the pofts of infor- 
mation of the enemy were put to flight, Seidlitz, 
on the fame day, reconnoitred the camp of 
Toplitz, which he made preparations to attack. 
On the morrow he intended to occupy a height 
which the Imperialifts had negledled to feize. 
By an unexpefted fingularity, it happened that 
the Pruffians were climbing this hill, on one fide, 
• and 
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and the Auftrians on the other. The enemy 
having occupied it firft, by this means gained 
the advantage of ground; and Lowenftein, who 
commanded the Auftrians, having received re- 
inforcements doring the aftion, the Pruffians 
were repulfed with the lofs of four hundred 
men, and two fieM-pieces. Seidlit?: had only 
fcnt four battalions to the attack ; the foe had 
twelve : numbers were of neceflity vidorious* 
This corps, which could not afterward accom- 
pK(h its purpofe, retired into Saxony, and in- 
trenched itfelf at Porfchenftein. Though the 
attempt of prince Henry was not fortunate, his 
fucceffive enterprifes, during the month of Au- 
guft, prevented the jqnftion of the army of th« 
empire and that of the Auftrians. 

The prince of Stolberg, having only fiv^ 
hundred horfe to oppofe, not finding in thefe 
any obftacle to impede his afting, marched his 
army from Bareuth to Caden, where he was 
joined by colonel Torreck. The PrufBan army 
of Saxony had in like manner been joined by 
Belling, who was immediately fent to aft in 
Vogtland ; whence this general, profiting by 
the abfence of the prince of Stolberg, made an 
incurfion into Bohemia, with an intent to call 
him back. Coming fuddenly before the gates 
of Egra, hQ made fome difcharges from his 

artillery 
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artillery on the town ; and the feeble garrifon, 
by which it was defended, was on the point of 
furrendcring to his huffars. But prince Henry had 
need of his corps in another place ; he was 
obliged to march into Lufatia, to oppofe Lu« 
zinlky, who was hovering with a detachment 
on the fide of Elfterwerda and Senftenberg, 
and to whom grand defigns were attributed^ 

However little the progrefs of the Pruffians 
hitherto had been, this progrefs had not failed 
to irritate the court of Vienna; which, fupremely 
diflatisfied with the incurfions they had made 
into Bohemia, threw the whole blame on the 
Imperial generals. The emprefs queen was 
particularly angry that Scrbelloni effe^ftcd no- 
thing, with the numerous forces under his com- 
mand. He was accufed for not having poflefled 
cither capacity or vigilance fufficient to cover the 
kingdom of Bohemia.. Thi5 difcontent occa- 
fioncd his recall; and the court fent general 
Haddick, as his fubftitute, who iiad been brought 
into favour by marflial Daun. 

The prince of Stolberg, who during this 
time ftill continued his march, pafled by T6- 
plitz and Giefhubel, and joined the Imperial 
army not far from Drefden, nearly about the 
time that Haddick aflumed the command • The 
new commander wilhed to fignalize l>ts arrival 

•by 
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by fomc effcdive ftrokej and, on the 27th c^ 
September, ordered a general attack to be made 
on all the detached pofts of the camp of Pret- 
fchendorf. Butler, in effedt, forced fome in- 
trenched pofts in the wood of the Tharand, that 
were defended by free battalions ; while the 
prince of Lowenftein, whofe corps had arrived 
from Bohemia, obliged Kleift to retreat for 
Seyda. On the morrow, prince Henry drove 
Butler from the pofts he had conquered ; and 
Seidlitz forced three thoufand Auftrians to quit 
the bottom of Frauenftein, where they had 
lodged themfelves the day before. 

(September) The advantages gained on this 
fide did not prevent Lowenftein from repulfing 
ftill farther the troops under Kleift, nor from 
cftablifhing himfelf at Seyda. The pofirion he 
aflumed here expofed the Pruffian ovens of 
Frcyberg to be taken ; and prince Henry, at 
the fame time, was encumbered by an enemy on 
his rear. The ground the prince had to defend 
was befide fo extenfive that, let the enemy at- 
tack on which fide he would, in full force, he 
muft have been fuperior. Thefe motives in- 
duced his highnefs to quit the vicinage of 
Pretfchendorf, and to encamp at Freyberg, be- 
hind the Mulde ; which he executed on the 3 ift 
of September* Generals^ Forcade and Hulfen^ 
7 oft 
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on th* fame day, again took the camp of MeilTen 
And the Katzenhaeufcr. Belling (Oftobcr) who 
had been recalled from Lufatia was detached 
with Kleift to the village of Hartmannfdorf j 
whence he advanced to Grofs-Schirna, to de- 
fend the ford againft Lowenftein, who had 
taken poft behind the rivulet and the village of 
Chemnitz. 

The camp of Freyberg, which prince Henrj^ 
had taken, had ftill the defeft of being too cx- 
tenfive ; or, more properly fpeaking, the army 
had that of not being fufficiently numerous. All 
the fords of the Muldc were to be defended, 
and particularly the right flank, which faced 
the village of Brandt, and looked toward the 
Rathlheide. Befide the defence of this vaft 
fpace, the communication between the cbrps of 
the K«tzenhaufer and MeifTen was to be afcer- 
tained by occupying the poft of Noflen. Hul*- 
fen and Forcade had not more than fourteen 
battalions to maintain the banks of the Tripfche; 
fo that we may affirm a fingle man might not 
be detached without totally difgarniftiing the 
army. The prince had refolved to intrench 
his camp, but he could neither colle6t fufficient 
workmen, nor tools enough for a labour fo 
-great; fo that the works that had been planned 
Avere fcarcely begun. 

Such 
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Such was the fituation of affairs when, on thd 
morning of the 14th, Ried appeared with fifteen 
battalions oppoflte Hulfen^ on the heights o£ 
Seligenftedt . The centre of the army of Haddick 
inclined, at the fame time, for Niederfchone ; 
the troops of the circles encamped at the village 
of Chemnitz ; Campitelli formed at the village 
of Weiflenbom. On the extremity of the right 
of his royal highnefs> and exclufive of the corps 
we have juft mentioned, Klefeld marched with 
five thoufand horfe againd Belling, to diflodge 
him from Hartmannfdorf* Belling made a 
feigned retreat ; but, fuddenly facing about, he 
charged the enemy with fuch fury that he put 
him to flight, and recovered his pofl. The 
two armies paflTed the night under arms. 

The enemy, on the morrow, made a ferious 
attack on all the pafTes of the Mulde, and was 
repulfcd on every fide by the Pruffians. Im- 
mediately after the afTailants had retired, prince 
Henry repaired to his right. It was evening, 
and began to be dark ; but bow great was his 
furprife to perceive the confufion which reigned 
there ! Belling had been driven from his poft. 
The prince of Stolberg had profited by the mo- 
ment to occupy the Rathfwald, by which he 
came on the flank and rear of the Pruffians. 
This very confiderable derangement obliged 

his 



ttrSTORT OF THE SEVEN YEARS WAR. 3^7 

kis higbnefs to abandoh his pofition^ which 
under fuch circumftanees was no longer tenable^ 
At midnight he departed^ ^nd marched his army, 
in three columns to gain the Cellifehe-Wald, 
without inciting fufpicion in the enemy, who tef- 
tified no defire to difturb his retreat. The troops 
were barracked in the foreft (the 1 6th) to pre- 
ferve them from the cold. On the morrow,- 
they took a more advantageous pofition, between 
Reichberg ^nd Voigtfbcrg. Haddick, with the 
main af my, remaitied on the Landfberg, and the 
troops of the circles, reinforced by Campitelli, 
intrenchfed thenifelves round Freybcrg, where 
they foon were to be joined by Maquire.^ 

On the othejr fide, Wied was on tlie full 
march. He appiToached Bautzen, and was tof 
occupy the heights of Weiffig, to advance on 
the White Stag, where he would come on the 
back of the poft bf Bockfberg, and might bom- 
bard thcf new city 6f Drefden. This diverfion 
bad been given him in command^ that he might 
oblige Haddick to fend a ftrong detachment 
beyond the Elbe, in order that prince Henry 
might have time to breathe, and to re-eftablifli 
his affau-s. But marflial Daun, having perfedly 
divined the intention of the king, had fent prince 
Albert of Saxony, with a- detachment of twelve 

Z battalions 
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battalions and fifteen fquadrons^ to keep pace 
with Wied, that Haddick might ftill prefcrve 
his fupcriority in Saxony. Prince Albert tra- 
verfcd Zittau, and gained the heights of Weiffig 
before the Pruffians. Wied, having thus failed 
in his attempt, fell back for Radeberg, whence. 
he turned for Grofs-Dobritz, that he might ap- 
proach the Elbe, and join the army of his royal 
highnefs, after having pafledthe^river. 

While thefe things happened in Liifatia, the 
prince meditated an attack by which he pro* 
mifed to revenge himfelf on his foe. It was 
necefiary to drive the Imperialifts and the troops 
of the circles from the hills of Saxony, as well 
becaufe they were needful for the fubfifl:ence of 
his troops, during winter, as becaufe it was im« 
portant not to lofe ground when peace was ex- 
pected. Was it not alfo neceffary to avenge the 
honour of the Pruffian arms ? And might he 
not reafonably fear that, fhould he give the prince 
of Stolberg time to receive fuccour, this prince 
himfelf would undertake fome expedition againifc 
Pruflia ? Prudence, honour, intereft, politics, all 
United to induce him to anticipate the enemy; 
and his highnefs was not tardy in the execution 
of his projeft. 

The prince began his march 6n the 28th of 
Odober.' His right puffed the villages of Braunf- 

dorf 
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dorf and Hennerfdorf . His l^ft, after leaving 
the defile of Grune, divided into two corps ; 
one of which halted at Hennerfdorf, and the 
other at Grofs-Schirna. Thefe troops were 
again in motion on the 29th. The extremity 
of the left, which was to attrad the attention of" 
the enemy, was formed by Forcade, on tht 
height of Grofs-Schirna. Belling drove the 
Imperialifts from the wood of the Struht, and 
cftablifhed himfelf there with two battalions and 
ten fcjuadrons. This pofition gave the elder 
Stutterhcim the means of erefting batteries^ 
againft the redoubts that the army of tkc circles 
had near Walterfdorf. The right of tlic Pruf. 
Cans continued its march, and left this battery 
and the wood of the Struht on the left. Kleift, 
with his van-guard, was obliged to rid himfelf 
of two abatis, maintained by croats, and to dif* 
lodge thefe troopis that he might open himfelf a 
road to the column of his highnefs. 

The prince of Stolberg and Campitelli had 
formed iti order of battle round Freyberg. Thtit 
right was fupported at Tutendorf ; their left^ 
which extended behind the defile of Walterf- 
dorf, proceeded to the Spittlewald. They had 
bcfide conftrufted redoubts oh the heights of 
Curbitz, which they had furrounded with abatis* 
The march of prince Henry led direftly on the 
Z 2 back 
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back of this pofition, which the prince of Stol- 
berg no fooner perceived than he employed his 
fecond line to fill the void, that remained be- 
tween his left and the height of the Drey-Creut* 
zer. Three thoufand paces from this army, 
between the Brandt and Erbifdorf, another corps 
was perceived, confifting of about tix thoufand 
men, which prefented itfelf on thefe heights, 
commanded by one general Mayer. 

The Pruffians already were at the Spittlewald. 
Their attack was vigorous, and they took a 
whole Imperial battalion of Wied. Duringf- 
hofen and Manftein were pofted at this wood, 
between the village of St. Michael and the 
Spittlewald, with four battalions and fix fqua- 
drons, to keep the corps of this general Mayer 
in check. Thefe precautions taken, the Pruf- 
fian grenadiers pafled the part of the wood that 
lies neareft to the village of St. Michael, and 
formed in order of battle, oppofite the.height of 
the Drey-Creutzer. The grenadiers, fupported 
by cuir^ffiers and dragoons, attacked the foe; 
and, after a fire that continued nearly an hour 
and a half, they were victorious. Seidlitz with 
his cavalry then fell on the fugitives, whom he 
continued to capture to the very gates of 
Freyberg. 

. The 
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The troops of the circles now abandoned the 
redoubts on the ficte of Waltcrfdorf. Stutter* 
heim feized the moment to pafs this defile, and 
let loofe his cavalry on the routed ; by which the 
confofion and flight of the vanquilhed were 
augmented. Butler, who had not pafled the 
Mulde, having hitherto remained a fpeftator of 
the battle, wifhed to gain honour on the field ; 
and fent, but too late, the regiment of Joftphi- 
Efterhazy, to fuccouf the troops of the circles. 
The whole regiment was taken. At length the 
prince of Stolberg, Campitelli, Mayer, and But^ 
ler himfelf, all fled to Frauenftein, where they 
fcarcely thought themfelves in fafety. 

The enemy in this battle loft thirty pieces of 
artillery, fixty-fix officers, and near eight thou- 
fand men ; four thoufand of whom were taken 
by hie royal highnefs. The lofs of the Pruflians 
did not amount to a thoufand, becaufe they met 
with no. very obftinate refiftance. They were 
only twenty-nine battalions and fixty fquaidrons 
ftrong. The enemy they had to combat, ex- 
clufive of the advantage of ground, had he 
known how to defend this advantage, had forty- 
nine battalions and feventy-eight fquadrons. But 
military fuccefs depends more on the capacity of 
the general than on the number of his troops. 
It would be fuperiluous here to write the pane- 

z 3 gy"« 
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gyric of prince Henry of PruflSa ; the bcft 
eulogiiun that can be beft<tved on him is the 
recital of his adions. The intelligent will here 
• cafily remark that happy combination of pru- 
dence and audacity, fo uncommon and fo much 
to be defired, which aflembles and unites moft 
of the perfedions that nature can accord to form 
H great captain. 

After the vidory, the prince cleared the banks 
of the Wilde- Weiftritzof the fewenemies that ftill 
remained; which gave fo hot an alarm toHaddick 
tha£ he immediately caufed the troops of prince 
Albert to pafs the Elbe, and fent a confiderable 
reinforcement to the prince of Stolberg, to en-^ 
able him to maintain his pdition of Frauenftein* 
On the I ft of November, Wied arrived at the 
camp of Schlettau, to the relief of Hulfen, whofe 
c^xrps joined the army of his royal highnefs. 
Platen was made to advance, and pafled the 
Mulde with a corps of nine thouiand men. Bel- 
ling likewife advanced between Saftelbach and 
Burkerfdorf, where he nightly lighted ftresi as if 
fcis had been a grand army; while Wied fent a 
detachnient to Naukirch to alarm the camp of 
Plauefu Thefe mcafures, taken with fo much 
pcrfpicuity, produced the eflped that might well 
have been expcded; for the prince of Stolberg 
retreated the fame night for Altenberg, toward 
the frontiers of Bohemia.' Belling on this occu- 
pied 
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pied the environs of Frauenilein; and Platen 
encamped at Porfchenftein, to cover the corps 
of Kleifl, which entered Bohemia by the road of 
Einfiedel. He ruined a confiderable magazine 
the Imperialifts pofiefied at Saatz, made incur- 
fions as hr as LeUtmeritZj, and returned into 
Saxony by the Bafberg. 

About this time the king arrived at Meifieni 
and ordered Wied to advance toward Keflelf- 
dorf. This general encountered a poft of infor- 
mation^ appertaining to Ried, at the Landfberg, 
which Anhalt and Prittwitz attacked, and there 
took four cannon and five hundred men. This 
is the Anhalt who mod contributed to the fuc- 
cefsof theadion of Langenfalza, and to that of 
Lcutmannfdorf. By this brave combat the cam* 
paign was clofed. The weather, which began 
to be very fevere, obliged the king to aflign 
quarters of cantonment for the troops. 

(November 3d.) Preliminaries of peace 
had juft then been figned between France and 
England. The EnglUh, whofe condud had 
been fo odious iince lord Bute had come into 
the adminiftration, wholly abandoned the inte* 
refts of the king, during the courfe of the nego* 
tiation; they even confented that the French 
(hould remain in pofleffion of the dutchy of 
Clcvesi and of the principality of Guelders. 

Z 4 Their 
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Their conduct obliged' the king to feck the 
means of reducing the court of Vienna to an 
equitable peace. The princes of the empire 
were weary of the war. They faw the French 
army ready to rcpafs the Rhine. This appeared 
to be the time to enforce them to neutrality, 
and confequently to leave the pmprefs queen 
fingly to fight her battles. 

It wa3 for this; purpofe that Kleift was fent 
into the empire with his corps. He feized on 
Bamberg, and difturbed Nuremberg. His 
huflars appeared at the gates of Ratifbon, and 
the diet, aniid its deliberations, was iii^ired with 
fears. Several of its deputies, in the moment 
of terror, took to flight. The duke of Wiirtem- 
berg was on the point of efcaping into Alfatia. 
The efFeds of the incurfion were fuch that the 
eledtors of Bavaria, Mayence, and the bifh6ps 
of Bamberg and Wurzburg, demanded peace, 
and promifed immediately to withdraw their 
contingents from the army of the circles. The 
only means of extinguiftiing the conflagration, 
in Germany, was to deprive it of the combufl:i- 
bles by which it might be fed. Kleifl:, after 
conducing die expedition like an excellent 
general, returned with his troops into Saxony, 
at the beginning of January. A line was drawn 
along the Tripfch^ and the Mulde, which ex- 
tended 
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tended from Seyda to MeiflTen. Other corps 
were^ difperied, at Chemnitz, Zwickau, and 
Gilraj on the frontiers of Bohemia; an4 the 
main army wtLs diftribut^ from Sorau to the 
confines of Thuringia* 



7:c 



CHAP, XVII. 

Of the Peace. 



SCARCELY had the troops begun their 
cantonments before M. von Fritfch, coun* 
fellor to the king of Poland, came to Meiflcn, 
where the head quarters had been fixed* He 
had eftates in the vicinity, fo that his arrival 
had no extraordinary appe^irance. He demand- 
ed an audience of the king, and began by fome 
common-place obfervations on the miferies of 
war, and the bleffings of peace ; after which he 
fpoke more plainly, adding that peace perhaps 
was not fo diflant as it might be thought, and 
that he was even charged with certain meflages, 
which he (hould deliver without delay, as foon 
as he firft (hould be certain they would not be ill 
received. 

The 
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The kiog replied he had been forced into the 
war by his enemies, and that it was his enemies 
who hitherto had oppofed or had ehided peace, 
imder various pretences; that it was not he who 
was to be afked whether he wifbed to fee a con-> 
clufion to the troubles of Germany, but thofe 
by whom they had been fomented, and till now 
maintained; thofe whofe antmofity and rage 
had increafed in proportion to the reliftance they 
had encountered, in the execution of their per- 
nicious defigns. 

Fritfch prefentod a letter to the king from 
the eledoral prince, which indicated that this 
prince, having th^ tranquillity of jBurope at heart, 
had employed every e^prt f6f-4ts rc-cflabli(h* 
ment, and tbattp this effc<% he>l)^ endeavoured 
to learn the intf njtions of the ^niprefs queen> 
which he found were correfpond^nt j that the con- 
currence of his Pruffian majefty was only neccf- 
fary to terminate the difputes of the belligerent 
powersi and that he intreatfd the king to ex- 
plain himfelf on the fubjed. 

After reading the letter, the king retraced 
the condud of the court of Vienna^ during the 
courfe of the war ; and faid that, it being the 
ancient cuftom of this court ever to make peace 
later than its allies, as is abundantly proved by 
hiftorical example, it was not apparent that the 

prefent 
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prefent intentions were fincerc; however, that 
the king might have nothing to reproach him* 
felf with, and not rejeft overtures which might 
lead to a conclufion of this fatal war, his ma- 
jefty, induced by that coniideration, declared 
that, whatever reafon he might have to demand 
indemnification, for the cruelties and ravages 
that had been committed in the provinces of the 
Pruflian domain, he for the love of peace de- 
fined; but on condition that his enemies (hould 
none of them infift on fimilar indemnifications; 
being well determined not to lofe, by a ftroke 
of die pen, what he had hitherto defended, and 
what he ftill (hould be in a date to defend, by 
the fword. He added—--^ 

** If the houfe of Auftria really wifhes to ne- 
" gotiate with me, in order to prevent all equi- 
** vocal and ambiguous interpretation, we muft 
^^ previoufly agree on the principles we fhall 
** mutually admit; and I can only perceive 
** three which can promote a defirable con- 
*^ clufion« That is to fay — That an equitable 
<< peace (hall be made, by which not any one 
*^ of the contracting parties (hall be wronged; 
** that the conditions ffiall be honourable to all 
*' thofe who (hall concur; and that it (hall be 
^^ (lengthened by meafures of fuch folidity as . 
^^ to render it durable." 

By 
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By the anfwcr of the king, Fritfch compre- 
hended that it was particularly neceffary t0 
relieve the mind of his majefty, from the dif- 
fidence he cntatained relative to the fincerity 
of the intentions of the court of Vienna. 
That he might conviace him of the good dif- 
pofitions of the emprefs queen^ with refpeft to 
peace, he communicated a narrative which the 
ficur Saul, the Saxon emiffary at the court of 
Vienna, had fent to the eledoral prince. This 
narrative contained the affuranccs which count 
Kaunitz had given the fieur Saul, of the defire 
of the emprefs queen to quickly terminate the 
war; and further affirmed, that count Kau- 
nitz had affured the emiffary, the emprefs 
queen had twice ofFired the king o£ Pruffia 
peace; the firft time through the channel of 
France, a,nd the fecond through that of Eng- 
land; and that the refufal of the king juftified 
the meafures the queen had found herfelf under 
the neceffity of taking, for the continuation of 
the war. 

Thefe affertions were notorioufly falfe; for 
never had any overture been made to the king, 
on the part of the court of Vienna, either through 
the medium of France, and ftill lefs through 
thcVt of England; and thefe falfities appeared to 
be an ill omen. For what hope might be found- 
ed 
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cd on negotiation thus begun? Trifles however 
often obftruft great intentions. Without ftay- 
ing to inquire what count Kaunitz might have 
faid to a Saxon emiflary, it was neceflary to ex- 
amine the reafons the emprefs queen might have 
to make peace, that convidtion might be ob- 
tained of their probable force, and of tlie degree 
of impreffion they might make upon her mind. 
A hundred thoufand Turks on the frontiers 
of Hungary was an argument capable of iafpir- 
ing pacific fentiments, in the council of that 
date which fliould be moft paffionate for war* 
The Ruffians and the Swedes had both with- 
drawn their alliance. The former had even 
made a part of the laft campaign with the Pruf- 
fians; and, though they might not be feared as 
new enemies, they ftill were friends, and confe- 
quently would not make diverfions againfl: Pruf- 
fia. Might it not be expefted that the courC 
of Vienna would pay attention to the feparate 
peace, which the greateft princes of Germany 
had lately concluded, with Pruffia? For, in 
what did the army of the empire confift ? Was 
it not formed of their troops > On the other fide, 
the preliminaries between France and England 
were figned; the French had engaged incef- 
fantly to withdraw their troops out of Germany. 
Of all the belligerent powers, the emprefs queen 

and 
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and the king of Pruflia only remained on the 
field of battle; in (bme manner like two cham- 
pions^ abandoned by their fecx)nds9 and fight- 
ing for life or death. 

Such were the political reafons. Thofe which 
internal government might furnifli were not lefs 
forcible. The ill fuccefs of the laft campaign 
muft have been produftive of difcouragement. 
The infinite difficulties encoxintered in amaflfing 
the neceflary firnds for the war expenditure, 
mifintelligence among the generals^ quarrels 
among the minifters, diflenfions in the Imperial 
family, the ill health of the emperor, and the 
additional confideration that, fince the emprefs 
queen, aided by all her allies, had not been able 
to abafe and deftroy Pruflia, there were ftill lefs 
reafons to fuppofe fhe ever would fucceed in 
fuch an attempt, fingly and deprived of fuccour^ 
Thefe might all be fuppofed to be motives* 
There were others, that related to the war, not 
lefs powerful. The city of Drefden was ill pro- 
vifioned, the magazines of Bohemia were in 
part empty, or ruined by the incurfion of Kleift# 
Hence it might naturally be feared, as well at 
Warfaw as at Vienna, that Drefden would be 
recovered by the king, at the commencement 
of the approaching campaign, and that Bohemia 
would become, if not the theatre of war, at leaft 
7 of 
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of incurfion from the Pruffian troops. Such 
were the inducements that might perfuadethc 
king the court of Vienna fincerely defired peace 
fliould be re-eftabli(hed. After mature reflec- 
tion he gave the fieur Fritfch a favourable an- 
fwer, and a letter for the electoral prince, in 
which he thanked him for his endeavours to 
conciliate the minds of his adverfaries; and af- 
furcd him that, for his own part, he would with 
pleafure contribute, as far as his glory would 
permit, to the recovery of peace. 

Some few days after, the king departed from 
Meiflen> and made the tour of his line, on the 
frontiers of Bohemia and the empire; whence 
he repaired to Leipfic, there to eftablifti his 
quarters during the winter. A few days after 
the arrival of the king, Fritfch returned, and 
brought with him the anfwer of the court of 
Vienna, relative to the principles his majefty 
was defirous of fixing, as the baiis of negotia- 
tion. The memorial was loaded with various 
emphatical, enigmatical, and obfcure expreC- 
fions, unintelligible to the whole world, count 
Kaunitz excepted. Fortunately, count Flem- 
ming, ambaflador from Saxony at Vienna, had 
commented the text by a long letter, wherein 
he explained the dark ftyle of the Auilrian 
chancery, and gave ftrong^ aflTurances of the up- 
right 
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right intentions of the emprefs, and of the con* 
fent (he would accord to every reftitution that 
might be required of her, in confideration of the 
deplorable ftate to which the cledtorate of Sax- 
ony was reduced. He gave notice however, 
by way of precaution, that fbme contention and 
formal circumlocutions mull be expeded, on the 
part of the Auftrians. The parties \Vere agreed 
concerning fubftantials, and peace might be 
concluded according to the wi(hes of the king. 
The monarch, on his part, had many motives 
that concurred to mdce him prefer modeft and 
moderate conditions of peace, to others more 
advantageous. It was an unfeafonable moment 
to increafe his demands, in the prefent ftate of 
affairs, when compcnfation could only be ob- 
tained by viftory, and when the army was in 
a too ruinous and degenerate condition to hope 
for any remarkable, exploits. The number of 
good generals had diminiftied : they were want- 
ing even to head detachments. Numerous old 
officers had perilhed in the murderous battles 
they had fought, for their country^s defence. 
The young were of an age when fuperior fer- 
vices were not to be expefted. Thofc refpeft- 
abfe veteran warriors, thofe chiefs who had firft 
entered the field, no longer exifted ; and their 
fucceffors, with whom the army was fupplied, 

chiefly 
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chiefly confifted of deferters, or young feeble 
men, under eighteen years of age, incapable of 
fupporting the rude fatigues of a fevere cam- 
paign. Many regiments, ruined on various oc- 
cafions, had been three times recruited during 
the war; fo that the troops, in their prefent 
ftate, could not attrad the confidence of their 
commanders. 

And what fuccour could the king hope for 
Ihould he continue the war? He faw himfelf 
fingle, deftitute of allies; the fentiments of the 
emprefs of RufSa, with refped to him, were 
equivocal; the Englifh aded lefs like friends 
than declared foes; the Turks, con^founded at 
the revolutions that had happened in Ruflia, un- 
certain how to behave, declined the defenfive alli- 
ance that had fo long been propofed to them; 
and even the khan of the Tartars had lately 
obliged the Pruffian refident to quit his court. 
Independent of all thefe circumftances, it was 
highly to be feared that the continuation of war 
would OGcafion the plague in Saxony, Silefia, 
and Brandcnbourg ; becaufe that moft of the 
fields lay fallow, provifions were fcarce and ex- 
ceflively dear, and the country deftitute of man 
and beaft; fo that throughout thefe provinces . 
nothing was beheld but the fearfuitraces of war, 

A a and 
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and the harbingers of ftill greater future cala- 
mities. 

Under circumftances fo cruel, nothing could 
be expefted from prolonging the war. Should 
the approaching campaign be begun, the bettei 
conditions would not therefore have been ob- 
tained. By an indirect and vicious conduft, 
and after ufelefs defence, the fame terms muft 
have been complied with at laft. 

The Auftrians propofed a congrefs fliould be 
held, and the propofition was immediately ac- 
cepted by the king. They named the fieur 
CoUenbach as their plenipotentiary; and the 
king, on his part, appointed his cabinet coun- 
fellor, M. von Hertzberg. It was agreed the 
conferences ftiould be held at Hubertfburg; and, 
by a public aft, this place and its territories 
were declared neuter. The conferences began 
on the 31ft of December, according to the cuf- 
tomary forms. 

Thus, in thefe happy times, did the minds of 
men, heated as they had been, and irritated by 
war, luddenly grow calm, from the north to the 
fouth of Europe. We have already feen the 
preliminaries figned between France and Eng- 
land. The French had been determined to 
make peace in confequence of their ill fuccefs, in 
the Indies and in Europe; for, in the fpring of 

the 
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the year, the Englifli had conquered Martinico; 
and, during the fummer, had taken the Havanpah, 
from the Spaniards, whofe fleets they had en- 
tirely ruined. Thefe misfortunes, added to the 
vaft expences of France, and the impoflibihty 
of finding new refources, had inclined the council 
to a pacificatory fyftem. 

The Englifli, on their part, inftead of glori- 
oufly di6tating conditions to their enemies, go- 
verned' by lord Bute, facrificed the interefl:s of 
their allies, and confented that the French fliould 
remain in pofleflion, after the peace, of the 
towns of Wefel and Guelders, and their terri- 
tories. Not fatisfied with trampling upon trea- 
ties and contemning, good faith, lord Bute ca- 
balled at the court of Peterfljurg, and there 
fowed the feeds of diffidence and fufpicion, 
againfl: the king; fo that the latter, unable to 
depend on any of the powers of Europe, had 
every thing to apprehend from new difputcs 
with Ruflia. 

Amid this general agitation, whenhafty refo- 
lutions were often taken, it happened, no doubt 
contrary to the intention of the Britifli miniftxy, 
that England rendered an important fervice to 
Pruflia, It was thus. Scarcely were prelimi- 
naries figned before thi^ minifliry, from a fpirit 
of oBconomy, diflmnded all the light troops that; 
A a 2 kad 
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had fcrvcd in the army of prince Fer^inscnd* 
Among die number was the Brid(h legion^ and 
this corps, erf" three thoufand men, paffed into 
the fervice of PrufEa. It was joined by eight 
hundred Pruflian dragoons of Bauer, and by as 
many volunteers of Brunfwick, whom the king 
had engaged. This detachment, which includ- 
ed between five and fix thoufand men, had or- 
ders to march incontinently for the frontiers of 
the dutchy of Cleves, which infpired the French 
with ftrange apprehenfions. They im^ined the 
king projeded a diverfion, cither into Flanders 
or Brabant. They communicated their fufpi- 
cions to the Auflxians; who immediately fent 
ten thoufand men, to gain the banks of the 
Rhin«. The Hanoverian miniftry likewife 
fuppofed that, with a heart rankled at the con- 
dud: of the Englifb, the king would take ven- 
geance on the elcdorate of Hanover. In Eng- 
land it was believed!" his majefty would make at- 
tempts on the biftioprick of Muiifter, thereby 
to afcertain the reftitution of the dutchies of 
Cheves and Guelders; and as lord Bute was in a 
train to give every mark, on every opportunity, 
of his ill will to the Pruffians, he caufed the 
garrifon of Mimfter to be doubled, with an* 
order that no Pruflian (hould be fuffered to 

enter. 

Thus 
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Thus a fimple and natural event fuddenly 
heated the imaginations of minifters, and made 
half Europe guilty of extravagance. This 
phrenzy, however, was advantageous to the 
king; he had neither thought of thefe diver- 
(;ons nor of the city of Munfter; his fole de- 
fign was to furprife the garrifon of Wefel, that 
he might again have it in his poffeffion. The 
French, ftrongly impreffed with the idea that a 
new war might be kindled in Flanders, and 
fearing to be entangled in it, propofed, by the 
duke de Nivernois, to the Pruffian ambaflador 
at London, a treaty of neutrality for Flanders, 
in return for which they \yould reftore the pro- 
vinces they had invaded. This propofition was 
no fooner made than accepted ; but the diftance 
of the places, and the difficulty of paffing the fe^ 
in the winter feafon, were the caufes that the 
peace of Hubertfburg was figned before the 
other treaty was brought to maturity. We (hall 
therefore return to the negotiations in Saxony, 
where all the interefts of Pruffia, which ftill re- 
mained to be difcuffed, were efficacioufly regu- 
lated. 

Asfoon'asthe plenipotentiaries were affem- 
bled at Hubertfburg the^fieur von Collenbach 
didated a memorial, the fubflance of which was 
nearly this. 

A a 3 - *< The 
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*' The ficur von Collenbach, to whom full 
*^ powers have been imparted, declares that hcsr 
'* majefty the emprefs queen, to convince the 
^^ whole world how fincerely (he defires the re- 
'^ ftoration of peace, does not hefitate to make 
** the firft propofals; and as both parties are 
*' agreed tliat this reftoration of peace (hall be 
^^ on juft, honourable, and durable principles, 
'^ in order that none of the contracting parties 
" may fuffer any real lofs, thefe three qualities 
*' exaft the following conditions. 

*^ I. That the court of Saxony (hall be in- 
'^ eluded in this peace, on a proper and reci- 
" procal footing. 

«^ II, That juft rejgard (hall be paid to the 
*' ftates of the empire, namely thofe of Fran- 
^* conia, as well as the duke of Mecklenbourg 
^' and the prince of Zerbft. 

" III. That endeavours (hall be mad^ for the 
*^ re-eftabli(hment of peace in the empire, in a 
f ^ mannpr honourable to the emperor. 

" IV, Thfit a general amnefty (hall be pub- 
*« lifhed, in which the holy Ron^aq en^pire (hall 
f' be included. 

^* V. In confequence of the convention be- 
^* tween the king and the eledor Palatine, rela- 
f ^ tive to the fuccefliop of Juliera and Berg, this 

^* treaty 
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^* treaty (hall be in full force after the peace, 
** and reflored to its former ftability. 

^* VI. That, to render the peace durable, 
** the county of Glatz, which by its fituation 
** covers Bohemia, (hall remain with the em- 
*^ prefs queen. 

*^ VII. That, in order to remove all tcmpta- 
* ^ tions of aggrandifement, and what ever may ex- 
** cite new projeds of ambition, the emprefs will 
'« difpofe the emperor to detach Tufcany from 
** the primogenial fucceflion of his houfe, on 
" condition that the king will enter into the 
^^ fame engagements, refpefting the fucceflion 
*' of the margraviates of Bareuth and Aafpach, 
** hitherto in the pofleflion of the younger 
** branches of his family. 

" VIII. That in return for the provinces which 
*^ the emprefs fliall reftore to the king, the latter 
*^ (hall give his vote for the eleftion of the arch- 
*^ duke Jofeph, in quality of king of the 
** Romans. 

** IX. And for the expeftative to the feudal 
** fucceflion of the dutchy of Modena, in favour 
*' of the archduke, his fecond brother, who (hall 
*' efpoufe the heirefs of this dutchy. 

" X. And that, in fine, the treaties of Breflau 

*^ and Drefden (hall be renewed, relative to 

*^ the fupport of the Roman religion, the debts 

A a 4 "of 
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*^ of Silefia, and the mutual guarantees which 
** the king may amicably extend beyond the 
<* limits of this treaty ; that prifoners of war 
*' fliall be mutually reftored ; and that all con- 
*' tributionsin arrcar (hall be renounced/' 

Thefe propofals, many of which were artful, 
were examined with all the attention that, from 
their importance, they merited. The articles 
which, in meaning and words, were contrary 
to the fundamental principles that had been 
agreed on, for the re-eftabliftiment of peace, 
were curtailed. It was, in particular, eafy to 
prove that the ceffion of a province, however 
it might be coloured, was a real lofs, the na- 
ture of which no forced fenfe, no term inter- 
preted after an equivocal manner, could change. 
The following article was fubftituted : 

^* That the entire reflitution of the dates ap- 
*^ pertaining to the belligerent powers lhoul4 
*^ ferve as the bafis of the treaty it was intended 
*^ to make. Confequently it was promifed to re- 
♦^ ftore to the king of Poland his eledorate of 
«« Saxony, and the provinces thereto appertain- 
** ing, as foon as the provinces that had been 
«* taken from Pruffia (hould be reflored." 

An explanation was afterward demanded of 
certain vague terms, contained in the Auftrian 
memorial; becaufe that definitions were necef- 

fary. 
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fary, that the propofitions might be underftood. 
What was fignified by the juft regard which 
was demanded of the king, for the princes of 
the empire ? It was at the fame time obfervcd 
to the Auftrians that, the differences of the king 
with the princes of the empire having ceafed, 
by the peace he had concluded with them, it' 
was fuperflubus to ftipulate any particular con- 
dition, with refpeft to them; at leaft unlefs, 
by the fame article, and in perfed reciprocity, 
it (hould pleafe the emprefs queen to contradt 
the fame obligations toward the allies of the 
king, who were named ; that is to fay, the em- 
prefs of Ruffia, the king of England, eleftor 
of Hanover, the landgrave of Hefle, and the 
duke of Brunfwick. 

•In lieu of the third article, an amnefty for 
the paft was propofed ; and the renewal of the 
peace of Weftphalia. 

The 6th article, containing the ceffion of the 
county of Glatz, was wholly rejedted, as con- 
trary to the fundamental principles which had 
been ftipulated. 

The 7th article was declined by expofing how 
indecent it would be for a foreign power to in- 
terfere concerning the laws and domeftic ar- 
rangements which another power might abrogate 
or introduce into its family ; and, to give a po* 

.lite 
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lite turn to the refufal, it was added that the 
king pretended to have no influence, in the ar- 
rangements which the emperor fliould think 
proper to make, refpedling the fucceflion of his 
family; confequently, the king flattered him- 
felf that neither the emperor nor emprefs would 
think of difpoling of any heritage which might 
legitimately, and of right, revert to the elder 
branch of the houfe of Brandenbourg. 

With refpeft to the election of the archduke 
Jofeph, as king of the Romans, and the feudal 
fucceflion of the dutchy of Modena, the king, 
who neither could impede the one nor the other, 
accorded with a good grace, that lie might 
make a merit of the adt, and the article was 
not at all difputed. 

. This counter project was fent to Vienna, by 
the fieur von CoUenbach. The anfwer returned 
tolerably foon; and the Auftrians relaxed on 
moft: of the articles : they properly infifl:ed but 
on two points; the ceflion of the county of 
Glatz, and the conclufion of a provifional treaty, 
which fliould regulate the fucceflion of the 
margraviates of Franconia. Arguments already 
half refuted were again to combat. The Au- 
flirians afiirmed that the fortrefs of Glatz was 
no more than a place of defence, when in their 
power, and that it became offenfive when in the 

power 
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power of the PrufEans. They offered indemni- 
fication to the king, by ceding that part of the 
principality of Neifs of which they were in pof- 
feffion, and to pay the refidue in ready mo- 
ney, to liquidate the debts mortgaged on Silefia. 
Their own reafons were retorted upon them- 
felves ; and it was proved to them, by the fitua- 
tion of the places, that there are feveral pofts, 
on that frontier of Bohemia, which forbid en- 
trance to the fovereign who (hould polTefs 
Glatz; as thofe of Bergicht, Politz, Opotfchna, 
Nachod, Wiflqka, and Neuftadt ; without in- 
cluding Konigfgrsetz j the leaft of which, well 
defended, would flop the army of Xerxes, fince 
they well might be called equal to the ftraits of 
Thermopyla* ; while in Silefia, and below 
Glatz, in the plains of Frankenftein and Reich- 
enbach, there is no poft where an army may 
difpute the entrance of an enemy. Whence it 
evidently refulted that Glatz, in the hands of 
the Auftrians, became an ofFenfive place ; that 
it fupplied them with three entrances ; from 
Johannefberg, from Wartha, and from Silber- 
berg ; by which they might at liberty defcend 
into the Lower Silefia; where, at the very com- 
piencement of a quarrel, they might eftablifli 
war in the heart of that province; and that 
Ghtz, in the power of Pruffia, could be no 

more 
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more than a place of defence, not giving free 
entrance into the kingdom of Bohemia. As 
this was entirely a^ military difcuflion, the king 
appealed to marihal Daun, who could not but 
allow the reality of what was here advanced* 
However, to foften reftifal by an obliging com- 
pliment, the king added that, did the queftion 
relate only to the obtaining the friendlhip of a 
princefs of fuch rare merit, as was the emprefs 
queen, by the ce(fion of a province, he ftiould 
not think he could pay too dear in making fuch 
a facrifice; but that a town fo important as 
Glatz could not be ceded, without entirely for- 
getting all that a fovereign owes to his pofterity ; 
efpecially fince the fituation of the king did not 
oblige him to receive law from his enemy, for 
he had twice as much to furreqder as they had 
to reftore. 

The other article, which concerned the con* 
vention propofed by the Auftrians to regulate 
the fucceffion of the margraviates of Franconia, 
was too contrary to the interefts of the royal 
houfe to be accepted. Tt was eluded by firft 
alleging the fame arguments that had been be- 
fore employed ; and again by ftrengthening them 
with confiderations drawn from example, which 
prove the inutility of* previous treaties, that in 
execution are never regarded. This was a pro- 

pofitioH 
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pofition eafy to enforce with the Auftmns, 
with whom the memory flill was recent of the 
little, validity of the famous Pragmatic fanftion, 
by which the emperor Charles VI. had regulated 
the fucceflion of his ftates* 

The court of Vienna made new replications 
to thefe two articles; and, after having made 
fome attempts to preferve the county of Glatz, 
they gave up their prctenfions, declaring the 
fortrefs and its artillery ftiould be reftored in the 
ftate they then adually were. This court in 
like manner relaxed from its demands, relative 
to a provifional treaty for the fucceflion of Fran- 
conia. The negotiation with Saxony kept 
pace with that of Auftria ; it met with no great 
obftacles, becaufe the king of Poland thought 
himfelf too happy once more to recover his 
eledorate, from the king of Pruflia. The 
Saxons only demanded that means fliould be 
taken to procure eftablifliments for the children 
of the king of Poland, and principally for 
prince Charles, whom the emprefs of Ruffia 
had lately deprived of his duchy of Courland. 

Thus ended this cruel war ; during which no 
power, Great Britain excepted, in the leaft ex- 
tended the limits of its domains. The peace 
between (France and England was only figned 

fome 
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fomc days fooncr thaa that of Hubertfburg-» 
France, by this treaty, was ftripped of her prin- 
cipal pofleffions in America. England reftored 
Martinico, Guadeloupe, Belle-ifle and Pondi- 
cherry ; and France the ifland of Minorca. 

We cannot forbear adding fome refleftions on 
the numerous fafts we have related. Does it 
not feem aftonifhing that human prudence the 
moft penetrating,, added to ftrength, (hould fo 
often be the fport of unexpefted accident, or 
the caprices of fortune ? And does it not ap- 
pear there is a certain fomething, which fports 
with and contemns the proje6ts of man ? Is it 
not evident that at the commencement of thefe 
troubles every fenfible man muft have been de- 
ceived in l>is judgment, concerning the clofe of 
the war^' Who could forefee, or imagine, that 
Pruffi^, attacked by the powers of Auflxia, 
Ruffia, France, Sweden, and all the holy Roman 
empire, fhould withftand a league fo formidable, 
and in a war wherein every thing predided ruin 
(hould lofe no one of its pofleffions ? Who could 
have expefted that France, with its intrinfic 
ftrength, its grand alliances, and refources fo 
various, (hould be defpoiled of its principal pof- 
{e(rions in the Eaft Indies, and fall the viAim 
of that war ? In the year 1757, all thefe fads 

4 muft 
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muft have appeared incredible ; yet, if we take 
a rctrofpeft of the caufes that have produced 
events fo little expeAed, we (hall find that the 
following reafons impeded the deftruftion of the 
Pruffians. 

1. The want of harmony among the powers 
of the grand alliance» and their oppofite inte- 
rcfts, which would not admit them to agree on 
certain operations; the little union there was 
between the Ruffian and Auftrian generals, 
which rendered them circumfpeft, when occalion 
required they (hould aft with vigour to over- 
whelm Pruffia, which in reality they might have 
cffefted. 

2. The fubtilized over-refined politics of the 
court of Vienna, the principles of which led her 
to charge her allies with the mod hazardous and 

difficult enterprifes, that (lie might, at the con- 
clufion of the war, preferve her army in a better 
ftate, and more complete than that of other 
powers. Hence it refulted, at various times, 
that the Auftrian generals, by excefs of circum- 
fpeftion, neglefted to give the expiring blow to 
the Pruffians, when their affairs were the mbft 
defperate. 

3. The death of the emprefs of Ruffia, with 
whom, in the fame tomb, was buried the Auf- 
fc-ian alliance ; the feceding of the Ruffians ; 

the 
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the alliance of Peter III. with the king of 
Pruffia ; and finally the fuccoiir fent by that 
emperor into Silefia. 

If we further examine the caufe of the loffes 
of the French in this war, we (hall obferve the 
error they were guilty of in their interference 
with the troubles of Germany. The kind of 
war they made with England was maritime; 
they were circumvented, and neglefted this 
principal objeft in purfuit of a foreign one, 
with which they had properly no connexion. 
At firft, they obtained naval advantages againft 
the Englifli; but, when their attention was 
drawn ojfF by the continental war, as foon as the 
armies of Germany abforbcd all their funds, 
which fliould have been employed to augment 
their fleets, their marine began to want necef- 
faries, and the Englifli gained an afcendancy 
which rendered them vid.orious in the four 
quarters of the world. The cxceffive fums which 
Louis XV. paid in fubfidies, and thofe that were 
expended on his armies in Germany, were fent 
out of the kingdom. 'This diminiflied by one 
ha^f the money that was in circulation, as well at 
Paris as in the provinces ; and, to add to humi- 
liation, the generals chofen by the court for the 
command of the French armies were guilty of 

very 
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very grofs errors, while each imagined himfelf a 
Turcnne. 

JL.et thefe examples ferye to inform the poli- 
tician of yaft projeds that, however cxtenfivc 
fhe human mind m^y be, it is never fufficiently 
fo to penetrate the minutp combinatioias that arc 
neceflary to be developed, in order to forefee or 
fegulate events, which depcpd on future contin- 
gencies. We can picplaili paft incidents clearly, 
for their caiifes ^re now difcovered; but^ wc 
always deceive ourfelves concerning the future, 
which is concealed, by fecondary caufes, from 
pur raftii and prying infpeftion. That the ex- 
peftatipns of politicians fhould bjp difappointed is 
pot a Angularity peculiar to the prefent age; it 
has ever been the fame, during all the ages in 
which human aipbition gave birth to grand pro- 
jefts. To he convinced of this we need but re- 
colled: the hiftory of die famous Jeague of Cam- 
J^ray; the invincible armada ; the war of Philip 
11. againft ;he Dutch ; the vaftdefigns of Frederic 
II. at the commencement of the war of thirty^ 
years; the different projcdts of partition, which 
preceded the war of Succcffion, and that war 
itfelf. All thefe fplendid plans produced con- 
clufions very oppofite to the intents of thofe who 
were their prompters ; and this is becaufe human 
B b . affair^ 
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affairs want ftability ; and becaufe men, their 
defigns, and the events of futurity, are fub- 
jedted to perpetual viciflitudes. 

The belligerent powers, leaving the lifts in 
which they had combated with fo much animo- 
fity and fiiry, began to feel their wounds, and 
the need they had of cure. They all were fuf- 
ferers, but their pangs were different. We fhail 
here take a review of them, that we may obtain 
a precife idea of their loffes, and their aftual 
ftate. 

Pruffia enumerated a hundred and eighty 
thoufand men, whom (he had been deprived of, 
by the war. Her armies had fought fixteen 
pitched battles. The enemy had befide aknoft 
totally deftroyed three large corps ; that of the 
convoy of Olmutz, that of Maxen, and that of 
Fouquet, at Landfliut; exclufive of the garrifon 
of Breflau, twogarrifons of Schweidnitz, one of 
Torgau, and one of Wittenberg, that were taken 
with thefe towns. It was further eftimated that 
t^yenty thoufand fouls perilhed in the kingdom 
of PruflSa, by the ravages of the Ruffians ; fix 
thoufand in Pomerania ; four thoufand in the 
New March ; and three thoufand in the eledo* 
rate of Brandenbourg. 

The Ruffian troops had fought four grand 
battles, and it was computed that the war had 

coft 
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coft them a hundred and twenty thoufand men, 
including part of the recruits that periflied, in 
coming from the frontiers of Perfia and China, 
to join their corps in Germany. 

The Auftrians had fought ten regular battles. 
Two garrifpns at S^bweidnitz, and one at Bref- 
IsLUp l>ad bepn taken ; and they eftimated their 
Ipfs jif a hundred and forty thoufand meii. 

The French made their loffes amount to two 
hundred thoufand ; th^ Englifli withNtheir allies 
to a hundred and fixty thoufand ; the Swedes to 
twenty-five thoufand; and the troops of th^ 
circles to twenty-eight thoufand. 

At the clofe of the war the houfe of Auftria 
found itfplf a hundred millipns of crowns in 
debt. The frontiers of Bohemia and Moravia 
had fufFered, though the traces of ruin or devaf- 
t^tion did not feem to remain. In France, the 
credit of government had been ruined, by the 
robberies of financiers, and the malverfetions of 
thofe to whom the adminiftration of money had 
been committed. The paynient of the intereft 
of their borrowed capitals had been fufpended ; 
the little that was paid was paid irregularly ; the 
people groaned un^ierthe weight of the taxes by 
which they were overwhelmed ; and, though no 
jncurfion of the enemy had ravaged the pro- 
B b 2 vincw* 
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vinces, the ftatc did not fuffer the lefs ; fof, tlift 
commerce of the two Indies being deftrdyed, 
the fources of public abundance were dried 
up. The national debt had accumulated, and 
amounted to fums fo enormous that, after the 
peace, the extraordinary taxes were prolonged 
for ten years, in order to j)ay off the intereft, and 
to create a finking fond, for the further payment 
of this intereft. 

The Englifti, viftorious byfeaand land, may 
be faid to have purchafed their conquefts bf 
immenfe fums, which they had borrowed to 
carry on the war, and which almoft rendered 
them infolvent. The opulence of individuals 
exceeded all imagination. The wealth and 
luxury of the people were the confequences of 
the confiderable prizes that fo many private 
perfons had taken, as well from France as from 
Spain ; and of the prodigious increafe of trade, 
of which, during the war, they had almoft folcly 
been in poffeflion. 

Ruffia had indeed expended confiderable 
fums; but (he had rather made war at the ex- 
pence of the Prufl[ians and the Poles than at 
her own. Sweden was on the verg*e of bank- 
ruptcy. She had not only broken in upon the 
funds of the bank, but, by an unikilful aft of 
her financiers, (he had too much multiplied her 

paper 
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pVLper currency, which deflroys the equilibrium 
that all well-regulated ftates ought to keep, 
between the currency of paper and of coin. 
PruflSa had fufFered the moft. The Auftrians, 
French, Ruffians, Swedes, and troops of tht 
tircles, dcfcending to the duke of Wurtemberg, 
had all here committed ravages. The ftate had 
Expended a hundred ani twenty-five millions of 
Crowns, for the fupport of its armies, and other 
military difburfements. Pomerania, Silefia, and 
the New March, required great fums for their 
reftoration. Other provinces, as the dutchy of 
Croffen, the principality of Halberftadt, and 
that of Hohenftein, in like manner exadted 
great fuccoursj and efforts were neceflary, fup- 
poned by unrelaxing induftry, to reftore them to 
the ftate in which they were previous to the 
troubles ; becaufe that moft of the lands were 
uncultivated, for want of feed corn, and cattle, 
while every thing that related to fubfiftence 
Was in like manner deficient. 

To fupply fo many wants^ there were diftri- 
buted among thefe provinces, according to a juft 
partition, twenty-five thoufand medfures of corn 
and flour, and feventeen thoufand of oats; thirty- 
l^ve thoufand horfes, drafted from the regiments 
and fi'om the artillery, and provifions were given 
to the gentry, and the peafantry* The king 

further 
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further beftowed on Silefia three millions for it3 
re-cftabliftiment ; one million four hundred 
thoufand crowns on Pomerania and the Heyr 
March ; fevpn hundred thoufand on the eleftor- 
ate ; ai>d one hundred thoufapid on the dutchy 
of Cleves. Befide eight hundrgd thoufand 
which the kingdom of Pruffia regeiyed^ the 
contributions on the dutchy of Croflqp, the 
(Countries of Hohenftein, and Ha^berftadt, were 
fcduccd one hajf : in fine, the people began to 
take courage, and no lopger to defpair of their 
fituatioii ; to work, be aftivc, and by induftry 
to repair tl^ofe ev^ls the ftate h?id fuffered* 

From the general pidurc which we havcf 
iketched, the refult is that the governments of 
Auftria, France, and even Englan^^j were over- 
whelmed with debt^, an^ almoft deftitute of 
credi?; bv|t that %he people, not haying been fuf* 
ferers in the war, were pnly fenfible of it from, 
the prodigious taxes which had been exaded by 
their fovereigns. Whereas, in Pruffia, the govern- 
ment was pofleffed of money, but the provinces 
were laid wafte and defolated, by the rapacity, 
and barbarity of enemies;. 

Theeledtorate of Saxony was, next to Pruffia,. 
the province of Germany that had fufFered the 
moft ; but this country found refpurces,^ in the 
goodnefs of its foil and the induftry of its inha, 

bitantSj^ 
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forij bitants, which are wanting to Pruflid throughouc 
uj^y her provinces, Silefia excepted^ * Time, which 

» jjj, cures and effaces all ills, will no doubt foon reftorei 

lojof. the Pruffian ftates to their former abundance, 

W) profperity, and fplendor. Other powers will in 

)uy like manner recover, and other ambitious men 

I fiij willarife, excite new wars, and incur new difafters. 

, {|j{ Such are the pnoperties of the human mind ; no 

^ijfj man benefits by example; the follies of the fa- 

^^ ther afford no ufeful leffon to the fon; each 

rkdr generation muft have its errors. 

^ We (hall add but a word to this work {too 

long perhaps already, and too diffufe) for 
y^ the fatis&6tion of pofterity, which doubtlefs 

5 of will delire to know how a prince, fo little puif- 

,0. fant as was the king of Pruflia, was able, during 

. f^ fcven campaigns, to fuftain a ruinous war, againft 

jjl the chief monarchies of Europe. Though the 

^ Idfs of fo many provinces laid him under great 

[u difficulties, and though he was inceffantly obliged 

to fupply enormous fums, ftill there were re- 
fources that rendered the performance poffible, 
•j- The king drew four millions from the provinces 

that remained ; the contributions on Saxony 
r amounted to between fix and feven millions ; 

u the fubfidies of England, which were four mil- 

lions, were coined into eight ; the money that 
bad been farmed,* by diminifhing its value one 
I 3 half. 
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half^ afibrded feven millions ; bcfide which (h^ 
payment of ciyil peniions had been (ufpended;! 
^hat every fund might be applied to (he expence^ 
of the war. The different fums we have indi-: 
cated^ in the total, amoiinted to twenty-fiv§ 
millions of crowns per annum, of adulterated 
coin. Thefe were fufficient, by the aid of good 
ceconomy, for the paynient and maintenance of 
the army, and for the extraordinaries which were 
neceffarily renewed each campaign. 

May Providence grant (if Provjdcnpe (halj 
deign to look down on human miferies) thac 
the unalterable and flouriftiing dcftiny pf thefe 
ftates may raifc the monarchs, by whom they are 
governed, fuperior to the calamities and plagues 
Pruffia has endured, in thefe time$ of trouble 
and fubverfion ; and that they never may be 
obliged to have recourfe to remedies fo violent 
and fatal, as were then foi;ind neceffary to be 
employed, that the country might be preferyed 
againft the ambitiou$ hatred of the fovereigns of 
Europe, who wilhed to annihilate the houfe of 
Brandenbourg, and eternally exterminate all 
who bore the name of P ruffian, 

Berlin, December 17/^, 17^3- 

END OF THE SEVEN YEAR5 WAI^^ 
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